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For Tennessee property owners, 
Feb. 28 is the last day to pay proper-
ty taxes without accruing penalties 
or interest.

Where some property owners 
may have seen an increase in their 

tax bill, others may have experi-
enced little change or even a slight 
decrease in their payment, which 
is largely determined by the certi-
fied tax rate that is set after a county 
has gone through reappraisal by the 
state.

The state conducts property reap-
praisals in each county every four 
to six years in an effort to remain 
consistent with the current mar-
ket value. Trousdale County went 
through reappraisal in 2022, and 
Macon County properties will be 
reappraised in 2023.

“The big adjustment in tax collec-
tion comes from reassessment,” said 
Trousdale County Property Asses-
sor Mike Potts. “Trousdale Coun-
ty is on a six-year rotation. Every 
six years, the state comes in and 
assesses property sales all across 
the county. By that, they readjust 
the property values to try and get as 
close to even with current market 
value. We saw a huge increase in 
market value over the last six to 10 
years. That is the majority of where 
the tax changes have come. The 

The cost of progress
Growth may affect 
property tax bills 

throughout the state
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Every four to six years, the state assesses property sales in each county 
in an effort to remain consistent with current market values.
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As a community service proj-
ect on Jan. 28, students from the 
Franklin High School Habitat 
for Humanity Club in William-
son County spent the day at the 
Hartsville Train Depot and the 
Living History Museum cleaning 
and organizing both locations.

The idea for the project came 
from Franklin High School 
senior and Habitat for Humanity 
Club officer Emma Ford as she 
recognized the need on one of 
her recent visits to the Trous-
dale County Archives.

“I have been to Hartsville a 
couple of times,” said Ford. “I 
am ver y interested in histor y 
myself. I’ve been to the archives 
multiple times. The last time that 
I was (in Hartsville), Mr. (Jim) 
Bills was giving a tour to one 
of the historians that had come 
to town to see the train depot. 
That’s when he said that they 
needed volunteers to help. I had 
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Barry Newberry has been 
hard at work helping people in 
need across multiple Middle 
Tennessee counties by lend-
ing a hand to those who have 
experienced disaster or may be 
down on their luck.

Through his nonprofit — 
Stuff Helps, Inc. — the Macon 
County firefighter has been 
providing assistance to both 
individuals and organizations 
for more than a decade.

“I have been doing this for 
about 10 years now,” said the 
58-year-old Newberry. “I’m a 
firefighter, so when this start-
ed, I had it on my heart to help 
people who had been through 
a fire or another type of disas-
ter. That is how I actually got 
started. But it’s grown, and 
now, I try to help the homeless 
as well.

“Also, when churches have 
food drives, I help them get 
bread. I’ve helped places like 
the Trousdale County Jail, the 
Macon County Jail, the Allen 
County (Kentucky) Jail, and 
Golden Oaks (Village).”

Stuf f Helps Inc. provides 

assistance to the community in 
a variety of ways, from provid-
ing food boxes and clothing to 
household items and personal 
aid.

“I give people rides if they 
are down on their luck,” said 
Newberr y. “If someone has 
a fire, I can get their electric 
meter moved from one house 
to another so it won’t cost them 
a lot. I’ve done a lot of foot-
work, but it has all paid off.”

He has also provided assis-
tance to Trousdale County’s 
Crossroads Mission Care.

“Barry has given us stuff to 
distribute to the first respond-
ers,” Crossroads Mission Care 
founder Patti Carter said. “He 
is a volunteer firefighter, so he 
has a heart for that group of 
people. He has a lot of storage 
containers at his place and col-
lects stuff that can be distribut-
ed to the community.

“He keeps his eyes open for 
resources and materials for 
things that we need. He had a 
reclaimed chassis that he gave 
us so that we could integrate it 
into building a shepherd’s hut. 
The chassis that he brought us 

CLEANING UP HISTORY
Franklin High School 
Habitat for Humanity 
club helps clean up the 

old train depot and 
living history museum

Submitted

Franklin High School Habitat for Humanity Club member Kylie Roth 
helped to clean and organize the old Hartsville Train Depot as part of 
a community service project.

Submitted

(From left) Grace Orton, Dagny Hartman, Raquel Varela, Emma Ford, Maud Ovion, Laura Ovion, and Kylie 
Roth were all part of a group of students from the Franklin High School Habitat for Humanity Club who 
came to Hartsville on Jan. 28 to assist the Trousdale County Historical Society in cleaning and organizing 
the old Hartsville Train Depot and Living History Museum in hopes of being able to open both locations to 
the public in the near future.

When disaster 
hits, Stuff Helps

Submitted

Stuff Helps Inc. founder Barry Newberry has been assisting people 
in need for nearly a decade.
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