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Mt. Juliet boys’ basketball 

team back in state tourney. B1$1
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NAPA Auto Parts is expand-
ing its presence in Lebanon this 
month, bringing approximately 
150 full-time job opportunities 
through a new distribution cen-

ter on 115 Logistics Drive.
The company is hosting an 

open house at the facility for 
prospective community partners 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday, 
followed by a series of hiring 
events from March 16-21.

“We’re so excited about com-
ing into this location,” NAPA 
Employment Brand Manager 
Denise Jones said. “Nobody’s 
per fect, but we’re per fect for 
somebody and there are so 
many opportunities. One thing 
we want to make sure people 
understand is you don’t have to 

be a car enthusiast or a gear-
head to work at NAPA.”

Most of the facility’s positions 
are in logistics and distribu-
tion, while others are manage-
ment-based. Approximately 200 
NAPA stores will receive sup-
plies from the location.

“We’re going to star t hir-

ing people in April at a rate 
of around 12-15 jobs a week 
through June,” NAPA’s Mid-At-
lantic Division Human Resourc-
es Director Kristine Reid said. 
“We’ll star t doing some oper-
ations in April, and hope to be 
fully functioning by the end  

NAPA bringing 150 jobs with new distribution center 
Company investing $48M in Lebanon facility 
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Wilson County has completed a 
damage assessment for the March 
3 tornado, which found a total of 
1,307 residential and commercial 
structures were damaged in addi-
tion to previously reported fatalities 
and injuries.

According to WEMA Director 
Joey Cooper, 170 of those buildings 
were completely destroyed, 201 
sustained major damage, 283 had 
minor damage and 653 were lightly 
affected. More than half of the struc-
tures were located in Lebanon.

“As far as the disaster medical 
report, EMS did transport 25,” 
Cooper said at a press conference 
Wednesday regarding the tornado 
relief effort. “There were three fatal-
ities … 91 people were treated in 
local emergency rooms or on the 
scene, and 12 of those were admit-
ted to the hospital. Multiple victims 
were treated for minor injuries.”

While the county is still operat-
ing under a state of emergency, the 
focus has shifted to recovery. Wil-
son County Mayor Randall Hutto 
outlined officials’ path forward.

“The process that we have right 
now is probably twofold,” he said. 
“One is clean up the debris and 
restore people’s environments 
back to what it was, or the best it 
can be. And the second thing is 
to document this process proper-
ly with FEMA so that we can get 
the money paid back to us, which is 
normally 75 cents on the dollar — 
because that affects every taxpayer 
here in Wilson County.”

State and federal organizations 
are also working to provide services 
for displaced victims.

“We are working our best to find 
locations for FEMA,” Hutto said, 
noting that plans for the agency to 
locate at the Lebanon Outlet Mall 
fell through. “Mt. Juliet has one that 
will be open Thursday, it is the Her-
mitage Community Center.”

The Tennessee Department of 
Transportation has set up at the 
outlet mall and can replace driver’s 
licenses lost in the storm, and the 
county hopes to bring an IRS group 
to the same location next week to 
assist people who lost tax docu-
ments.

“As we speak today, Workforce 
Development through the Depart-
ment of Labor has a mobile unit at 
the outlet mall as well,” Hutto said. 
“That is there for you to go and con-
duct your business. If you need a 
small office, if you need internet, 
if you need to file your insurance 
returns, your FEMA claims, any-
thing else that you might need to 
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The Lebanon City Council 
took several steps to address 
the impact of tornado damage 
during a special called meet-
ing on Tuesday, including 
passing the first reading of an 
ordinance waiving fees for  

affected properties.
Lebanon Mayor Bernie Ash 

cosponsored the item, which he 
said should help residents and 
local businesses hit by the storm 
to recover faster.

“The worst damage was out 
at Eastgate,” Ash said. “Most 
of those buildings were totally 
destroyed and it’s going to take 
a while for them to get up and 
running. The strip center across 
from Walmart also had some 
pretty heavy damage. We have to 
be as patient and helpful with our 

businesses as we can in a time 
like this.”

Commissioner of Public 
Works Jeff Baines said it was 
not feasible to provide a cost 
estimate for the fees waived, but 
Ash said fee payments collected 
before the damage will offset the 
expense.

“If a house has been hit, that 
means they’ve already paid fees 
to have it built,” he said. “The 
circumstances are out of their 
control, so we see it as charging 
them the same fee twice if we 

have them pay it to rebuild.”
Ward 3 Councilor Camille 

Burdine shared concer ns 
about approving the item with-
out knowing the cost and other 
details, including a potential time 
limit and whether contractors are 
adjusting their fees.

“I want people to know that I 
am very much in favor of helping 
all those out there,” she said. “I 
just want to make sure that we’re 
not just blanketing this without 

City looks at waiving fees for tornado victims 
Several businesses 
remain closed after 

storm damage 

THE TORNADO’S TOLL
More than 1,300 

structures damaged 
and 25 people 

transported by EMS
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Since Linda and Alvin Biles 
built their home in Mt. Juliet 46 
years ago, the view from their 
back porch has changed quite 
a bit.

The couple watched as a lone 
house on a hill grew into a neigh-
borhood, but they never expect-
ed to see the entire scene blown 
away in seconds by a tornado.

As she looked across her yard 
a week later, Linda Biles count-
ed her blessings: support from 
volunteers, shelter with family 
members and her husband wak-
ing her minutes before the storm 
hit.

“You don’t have time to think 
or anything, you just do,” she 
said. “We came down to our 
garage and got over in the cor-
ner. There was a big gun safe 

sitting right here, about 1,000 
pounds, and we got chairs and 
sat right there.”

Less than 10 minutes after 
Biles left her bedroom, the tor-
nado ravaged its walls and roof. 
The garage’s back windows blew 
out and gave the couple a view 
of the outside, but it could not 
prepare them for the full extent 
of the damage.

“After it passed, the garage 
door on the far side was just 
crumpled up,” Linda Biles said. 
“We could go out as soon as the 

tornado went by, but when you 
went outside all you saw was the 
land. The house was totally gone 
up on the hill.”

While the two tried to process 
the damage, stunned silence 
quickly gave way to shouts.

“The neighbor’s wife was 
hollering for help, and he was 
trapped in the garage between 
two cars,” Alvin Biles said. “I 
had somebody call 911, and it 
wasn’t long before the police and 

Mt. Juliet couple reflects 
on close call with twister 
Biles family thankful for volunteer support

Mark Bellew/All Hands Fire Photos

Linda Biles searches for salvageable belongings on Saturday at her home on Fairview Drive in Mt. Juliet. Minutes before the tornado 
struck, she had been asleep on that bed, but fortunately her husband woke her up and got her to safety.
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