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McCaughey says anti-
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hurt the president than 

see a vaccine succeed. 
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Local sales tax revenue 
continues climbing upward 
amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic, with newly released 
data from July showing an 
increase of roughly $1.5 
million countywide from 
the same time last year.

Wilson County Mayor 

Randall Hutto credits the 
half-cent sales tax increase 
voters approved in March 
for the boost. June’s sales 
tax information also shows 
a $1.5 million increase 
from last year, and when 
August’s data is released 
next month it could solidi-
fy a trend.

The Joint Economic and 
Community Development 

Board of Wilson County 
is also continuing to pur-
sue new businesses that 
could further raise those 
numbers. Its current major 
project  is  codenamed 
Orange Mesh, and it rep-
resents a personal protec-
tive equipment facility.

Project representatives 
have tentatively selected 
Lebanon as the location, 

and the Wilson Coun-
ty Budget Committee 
approved a $23 million 
investment in August in the 
event of a final decision.

In addition, the JECDB 
and Hutto have held meet-
ings with the Nashville 
Superspeedway staf f in 
Lebanon as they prepare 
a long-term vision for the 
facility. The track received 
a spike of interest in June 
after NASCAR announced 

plans to use it for a cup 
series race in 2021.

“ T h e y  a r e  h e a d e d 
towards that June 20 race,” 
JECDB Executive Director 
G.C. Hixson said during 
the board’s meeting Thurs-
day. “They’ll start their ren-
ovations on the track very 
soon … their intention is to 
do as many revenue events 
out there as they can. That 
would be NASCAR driving 
events, car shows, dif fer-

ent things of that nature. 
They do a music festival in 
Dover, and so they’re open 
to all kind of activities out 
there.”

The JECDB also added 
seven new projects over 
the past month, accord-
ing to its meeting agen-
da — though the county 
lacks existing structures 
to accommodate at least 
three of them.

County sales tax revenue up two months in a row 
JECDB encouraged by continued business development 
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Residents in western Leba-
non can expect to see their first 
public park open in the spring 
after the city formally accepted 
the deed on Wednesday.

The Lebanon City Council 
plans to contribute $1 mil-
lion to the Cairo Bend Park 
development ,  located on 
Cairo Bend Road of f U.S. 
70. Goodall Homes is set to 
begin constr uction on the 
project this fall.

“This is huge,” Ward 6 Coun-
cilor Jeni Lind Brinkman said 
during the deed ceremony. 
“Ward 6 has not had a park yet 
… with our growth in Lebanon, 

essentially this is going to be 
the center of Lebanon, and so 
it’s really ideal for it to be locat-
ed here. It’s a beautiful park, 
and how it’s adjacent to the Pre-
serve, Five Oaks, the Forest — 
lots of residents are going to be 
within walking distance.”

Cairo Bend Park is a 16-acre 
project and will include walk-
ing trails, a playground, open 
green space, covered pavil-
ions, public restrooms and 
nature areas. Lebanon Mayor 
Bernie Ash said its comple-
tion will put the city halfway 
toward meeting a long-term 
quality of life goal.

Cairo Bend Park 
expected to open 

next spring 
City accepts deed from Goodall Homes 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

Lebanon Mayor Bernie Ash, left, accepts the deed to Cairo Bend Park from Goodall Homes President Bob Good-
all on Wednesday.
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Lebanon resident Madi-
lynn Forkum was supposed 
to marr y her fiancé today, 
but instead she’s undergo-
ing physical therapy just to 
be able to walk down the 
aisle.

Forkum was unexpectedly 
diagnosed with Guillain-Bar-
rè syndrome (GBS) on Aug. 
28. The rare disorder left 
her completely paralyzed in 
the hospital without insur-
ance, and unable to work.

“ A b o u t  t h r e e  w e e k s 
before, I woke up and had a 
really bad cough like I was 
getting bronchitis,” she said. 
“It kind of went away, so I 
didn’t really think anything 
of it. The next day, I woke 
up and my fingers on my left 
hand were very tingly like I 
slept on it wrong, and they 
were numb. I went about my 
day, and the next day after I 
woke up it was in my whole 
hand, like it had gone from 
my fingertips to my elbow.”

The numbness  spread 
rapidly from there, and in a 
matter of days Forkum had 
lost vir tually all movement 
and feeling.

Lebanon resident’s wedding plans derailed by paralysis
Forkum undergoing 
treatment for GBS 
without insurance 

Lebanon  
residents  

Madilynn For-
kum and Tyler 

Daugherty 
 celebrate 

their  
engagement 

in February,  
several 

months before 
her GBS diag-

nosis and hos-
pitalization.
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WASHINGTON — As President 
Donald Trump sows doubt about the 
legitimacy of the 2020 election, he’s 
found a powerful partner in Attorney 
General William Barr.

Like Trump, Barr has repeatedly 
sounded alarms about the November 
vote despite a lack of evidence point-
ing to pervasive problems with the 
process.

In Barr, Trump has 
ally for challenging 

mail-in voting

Attorney general is no 
ordinary cabinet member
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