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There’s an old saying that an 
ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure. Some local animal 
conservationists are applying that 
logic to the area’s feral cat prob-
lem in hopes of thwarting growth 
before it gets out of hand.

Angela Chapman, director of 
New Leash on Life, said it’s not a 
problem that will ever completely 
go away, but without the mitigat-
ing factors like the assisted trap-
ping and spay/neuter programs 
her clinic offers, things could be a 
lot worse.

What New Leash on Life does 
through its JOY Clinic is of fer 
spay and neuter services for all 
outdoor cats, even if they aren’t 
feral.
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As Wilson County enters 
the 11th hour of budget 
season, that budget took its 
next step toward approval 
— and with it a new certi-
fied tax rate — during the 
budget committee meeting 
Tuesday, and will now make 
its way to the full County 
Commission for final approv-
al.

As expected, following 
the state property assessors’ 
recent increased valuations, 
the new tax rate will be set at 
$1.9089 per $100 assessed. 
The current tax rate is 
$2.5189.

Revenue collected from 
those property taxes will be 
distributed among the coun-
ty’s departments, with the 
school districts receiving 
the lion’s share, the general 
fund getting nearly a third 
and public works, highway 
capital projects, and solid 
waste/sanitation combining 
for about 10%.

Discussion of the tax 
rate turned to reducing it 
as a way of easing county 
residents coming through 
what Commissioner Bobby 
Franklin described as “pos-
sibly the worst year I can 
remember.”

Since the county seems to 
be doing well, Franklin want-
ed to know what could be 
done to help his constituents 
who were still suffering from 
flood and tornado damage 
on top of the pandemic’s 
impact on the local economy.

County Finance Director 
Aaron Maynard admitted 
that while it would make 

him out to be the bad guy, 
he could not recommend 
lowering the tax rate below 
the certified rate even if the 
county had in Franklin’s 
observation “done pretty 
well.”

“I think the sentiment is 
admirable,” Maynard said. 
“But what concerns me, as 
charged with looking out for 
the finances of the county, 
is that if you drop the tax 
rate down a nickel, you give 
away the recurring money 
you just gained in growth. 
So new recurring expenses 
are not going to be covered.”

He said it’s the only way 
to ensure the county contin-
ues to operate in service of 
its constituents, as sales tax 
revenues are capped out in 
Wilson County.

There were a few last min-
ute budgetary amendments 
introduced that Maynard 
said would be “covered by 
revenue over and above 
what was budgeted.”

These items included 
things like phone commu-
nications bills in excess of 
what was expected for some 
of the departments.

Commissioner William 
Glover asked why all these 
bills had gone up. Maynard 
said it likely had to do with 
phone system changeover, 
there may have been some 
duplication. “The phone bills 
are the phone bills,” May-
nard said, “That is what we 
are being charged.”

Wilson County Mayor 
Randall Hutto said that 
with change over between 
systems sometimes there 
is overlap which can cause 
extra charges to be accrued.

The next county commis-
sion meeting will be held 
in the commission court-
room at the Wilson County 
Courthouse, 228 E. Main 
St., Lebanon, on June 21.

JOY Clinic addresses 
feral cat population 

Army of volunteers, concerned residents pitch in to help

Photos by Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Richard Kowalski, a crew member at the JOY Clinic in Lebanon, delivers a trapped feral cat to the person picking 
it up following the surgery to have it neutered on Tuesday.

Trapped feral cats begin to stir from the anesthesia after their neuter/spay 
surgeries were complete on Tuesday at the JOY Clinic in Lebanon. Each of 
these cats were captured and will be returned to the colony where they 
were found but will now be unable to contribute to population spikes.
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The case about whether a Wil-
son County woman can conduct 
agriculture business on private-
ly owned property ended with 
a favorable ruling for Rebekah 
Hall, owner of Music City Riding 
Academy. 

But the chancellor in the case 
didn’t stop there. 

On Wednesday, Chancellor 
C.K. Smith issued a judgment to 
Wilson County calling its actions 
in the case “abuse of power.”

The case was originally dis-
puted between Wilson County 
Board of Zoning Appeals, and 

property owner Julia Tidwell, 
whose sister, Hall, owns and 
operates the horseback riding 
academy at 4555 Hickory Ridge 
Road, Lebanon.

After being denied operation 
on grounds of zoning violations, 
Tidwell and Hall hired a lawyer. 
The case then made its way to 
Chancery Court, where it was 
heard by Smith.

The two main issues Smith 
saw in this case were:

Whether W ilson County, 
through the Board of Zoning 
Appeals, exceeded the authority 
granted to it; and whether the 
activities conducted on approxi-
mately 8 acres of land constitut-
ed farming, and as such a use 
permitted under the zoning ordi-
nance.

Per the first, Smith applied a 
standard from state law denying 
counties the power to prohibit 
or regulate normal agricultur-

al activities. He expanded on 
this with another state law that 
grants zoning powers to coun-
ties but does not grant them the 
power to limit, affect, or control 
in any way agricultural use of the 
land.

In laying out what constitut-
ed agricultural activity, Smith 
pointed to one item on the list 
of permitted activities as defined 

Chancellor rules in favor of stable owner
Smith says Wilson County abused its 
powers in zoning violation issuance

Committee 
approves tax 
rate, budget

Full county 
commission to 
vote on June 21
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The new director of Wilson 
County Schools, Jef f Luttrell, 
will be paid $170,000 a year and 
receive other perks. The dis-
trict’s board approved the con-
tract and Luttrell signed it Mon-

day.
The contract was approved 

unanimously, with board mem-
bers Bill Robinson and Jon 
White absent. It’s term is four 
years, and the board has the 
option to raise Luttrell’s sala-
r y during that term. Luttrell 

will also be provided with a 
car, which he can use for per-
sonal business locally, and a 
cell phone, as well as having his 
health insurance paid for and 35 
days of vacation annually.

Luttrell is currently a human 
resources supervisor for the dis-

trict. Before that, he was princi-
pal of Watertown High School 
and he has been with the district 
for more than 20 years. His first 
day as director will be July 1.

The board also honored out-
going Director Donna Wright, 
who is retiring June 30. Among 

the accomplishments cited in 
the board’s resolution were: 
being named an exemplary dis-
trict by the state Department 
of Education; being ranked at 
the top level in both academic 

Wilson County Schools OKs new director’s contract
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