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F
or a decorated car 
show enthusiast 
like Lebanon’s Rod 

Reprogle, life has been full 
of surprises. But a recent 
and unexpected exchange 
with an old friend brought 
him to tears.

Thirty-two years ago, Reprogle 
suffered a bruised spinal cord 
during a car accident in his home 
state, California. Paralyzed from 
the neck down, he was sent to 
the hospital where he received 
a devastating diagnosis. Told he 
might never walk again, Reprogle 
made up his mind to beat the 
odds.

During his hospital stint, he 
met a young man going through 
a similar situation. Jason Knight 
was a freshman high school 
running back from Southern 
California, whose paralysis was 
due to a crushed fifth vertebrae 
suffered while being tackled 
in the first game of the season. 
Although their injuries were 
different, the future seemed 
bleak for both.

Through their test, they 

formed an unlikely bond that 
bridged their three-decade age 
difference. Knight loved to talk 
shop with Reprogle about car 
shows and relished reading 
magazines about the industry.

One day, after months of 
grueling physical therapy, 
Reprogle walked out of the 
hospital on his own accord. He 
never forgot his friend, but he 
did ultimately leave California, 

moving to Tennessee. He and his 
wife lived in a few different places 
around the state, but eventually 
settled in Lebanon.

He admitted he still thought 
about Knight and wondered what 
became of him, but was left to 
just guesswork. His daughter, 
Annie Shaw, was not content 
to just wonder, so she set out 
looking for any record of the 
young man from her father’s 
stories. With little to go on but 
Knight’s name, tracking down 
a person across the country 
proved challenging. Undeterred, 
she found Knight, alive and 
surprisingly, living only six blocks 
from the Lakewood, California 
home where her dad grew up.

All these years later, Knight 
is still in the condition Reprogle 
first found him, with no realistic 
road to recovery. According to 
Reprogle however, Knight’s still 
got the same high spirits and 
perspective, he admired him so 
much for having way back when. 
While verbal communication 
is difficult for Knight, the two 
are able to exchange emails. 
Reprogle says he learned a lot 
being in the hospital with Knight, 
and that he’s still learning from 
him today.
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For most Tennesseans, voting takes 
place one day every two years, but for 
the Wilson County Election Commission, 
it takes two years to make that one day 
possible.

During a Wilson County Public Works 
Committee meeting on Tuesday, the 

members from the county commission 
discussed an election commission proj-
ect that has been in the works for some 
time. In December 2019, Wilson County 
acquired the building across the street 
from the courthouse, formerly Fred’s 
grocer y, with aspirations to one day 
house the entire elections office, equip-
ment and all under one roof.

Despite an initial asking price of 
$1.2 million, the county negotiated a 
$875,000 final settlement. Additional-
ly, it was determined that the building 
would need renovations estimated to be 
$364,000 to bring it up to code. Given 
the dif ference in the asking price and 
the selling price and available discre-
tionary funds in the budget, the com-

mission believed this was an affordable 
no-brainer and bought the building. 
However, recent inspections and updat-
ed estimates have yielded a much larg-
er price tag of $712,000.

The bulk of these unexpected costs 
stems from underestimated updates 
such as the HVAC system, which needs 
new heating elements, and the electri-
cal wiring.

Cost to renovate Fred’s puts kink in plans
Wilson County Election Committee looking for new home
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THIRTY-ONE YEARS LATER, OLD ACQUAINTANCES CATCH UP

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Pr os -
ecutors in Donald Tr ump’s 
i m p e a c h m e n t  t r i a l  s a i d 
Wednesday they would prove 
that Trump was no “innocent 
bystander” but the “inciter in 
chief” of the deadly attack at the 
Capitol aimed at over turning 
his election loss to Joe Biden.

Opening the first full day of 
arguments, the lead House pros-
ecutor said promised to lay out 
evidence that shows the presi-
dent encouraged a rally crowd 
to head to the Capitol, then did 
nothing to stem the violence and 
watched with “glee” as a mob 
stormed the iconic building. 
Five people died.

Trump 
accused 

as ‘inciter 
in chief ’ 

Impeachment trial 
continues in Senate
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NEW YORK — About 1 in 3 
Americans say they definitely or 
probably won’t get the COVID-
19 vaccine, according to a new 
poll that some experts say is dis-
couraging news if the U.S. hopes 
to achieve herd immunity and 
vanquish the outbreak.

The poll from The Associat-
ed Press-NORC Center for Pub-
lic Affairs Research found that 
while 67% of Americans plan to 
get vaccinated or have already 
done so, 15% are certain they 
won’t and 17% say probably not. 
Many expressed doubts about 
the vaccine’s safety and ef fec-
tiveness.

The poll suggests that sub-
stantial skepticism persists more 
than a month and a half into a 
U.S. vaccination drive that has 
encountered few if any serious 
side ef fects. Resistance was 

Poll: A third 
of U.S. adults 
skeptical of 
COVID-19 
vaccinations
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Above: Rod Reprogle shows off some of the hardware from his car show days at his Lebanon home on Wednesday. Below: Rod Reprogle, 
standing, and Jason Knight in a photograph from three decades ago.
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