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Cumberland University’s com-
munity joined together in a march 
for equality on Saturday, traveling 
from Nokes-Lasater Field to the 
school’s main campus.

Sanctuary for All organized the 
I AM Human Parade with support 
from several other student organi-
zations. Attendees also gathered 
for a program afterward to share 
their individual experiences.

“In spite of any challenges that 
we’re facing, we were just there 
to be together,” SFA co-founder 
Dulce Castro said. “We know that 
we’re all facing different challeng-
es, but just showing that we’re a 
community and that we are here 
for each other, that was the plan.”

Diversity and Inclusion Direc-
tor Rebekah Sookdeo said the 
student body wanted to hold a 
demonstration after the social divi-
sion caused by events like George 
Floyd’s death over the summer.

“Really, the biggest thing is just 
unifying everybody, getting every-
body in the room talking and 
being out in front of everybody,” 
Anti-Racial Movement member 
Jimmy Turner said. “I feel like 
this raises awareness and starts a 
conversation with people, because 
seeing us march means countless 
people will go home and tell their 
spouse or their mom or their dad, 
which really sparks a conversa-
tion. I feel like that’s the biggest 
problem right now is the elephant 

in the room that nobody likes to 
talk about.”

The students involved repre-
sented a variety of sexual orien-
tations, ethnicities, cultures and 
more. Several of them shared 
how their identities have impact-
ed their lives during the program 
portion.

“We are all different, so we want 
to acknowledge and understand 
the different situations that we’re 
dealing with in terms of racism, 
sexism and any of those types of 
things,” Sookdeo said. “In terms 
of the community, the goal is to 
raise awareness of that.”

SFA student sponsor Yosada-

ra Vicente Hernández, a DACA 
recipient, highlighted how she 
struggled growing up as an immi-
grant as an example.

“I came to the U.S. when I was 
in fourth grade not knowing the 
language,” she said during the 
program. “I came not knowing 
the culture, not knowing any-
body really — it was just me and 
my mother. I was bullied for not 
speaking the language, for not 
dressing or acting within the 
social norms. My mother, she 
only completed middle school, 
and my father, he was illiterate.”

CU calls for equality with 
I AM Human Parade 

Student organizations 
gather in support  

of march, program
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Cumberland University students march for equality from Nokes-Lasater Field to the main campus during the 
I AM Human Parade held Saturday.
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Members of the Cumberland University community contributed to an 
“I AM” display located near the center of campus after participating in 
the I AM Human Parade held Saturday.
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Neither rain nor COVID-19 
could stop Watertown’s annu-
al Fall Mile Long Yard Sale 
on Saturday.

Hundreds traveled to the 
city’s historic district in 
search of bargains on every-
thing from antiques to power 
tools. Shops opened at 7 a.m., 
and attendees took advantage 
of that to get ahead of the 
rainfall.

“We had 30 to 40 vendors 
that canceled out, but the 
ones I talked to were very 
pleased that the rain didn’t 
cause too much of a delay,” 
yard sale coordinator Jim 
Amero said. “It was well 
worth it for the shops that 
were open.”

Amero had originally lined 
up roughly 100 vendors for 
the sale from in and out of 
state. Having fewer of them 
in town helped facilitate 
social distancing, and attend-
ees were asked to wear 
masks.

Stacy W il l iamson,  the 
co-owner of Sterling’s Fine 
Jewelry from Bowling Green, 
Kentucky, said that made it 
a more comfortable show to 
attend and helped him get 
back to business.

“In a typical year we’ll do 
around 20-30 events like 
this, but COVID-19 has real-
ly slowed things down,” he 
said. “This is our first time at 
this event. We’re excited to 
be here, and in spite of the 
weather it’s been very nice.”

Longtime local sellers 
like the women’s mission-
ar y group from First Bap-
tist Church Watertown also 

attended. The group offered 
sausage biscuits and home 
décor to raise money for a 
variety of charitable efforts.

“We take the money and 
tr y to be helpful and sup-
port other missions,” church 
member Brenda Allison said. 
“And if we see a need in the 
community we want to do 
what we can to help.”

That money goes toward 
efforts like sponsoring chil-
dren in need, funding a local 
pastor’s mission work in Col-
orado and helping the Bap-
tist Collegiate Ministries feed 
students at Cumberland Uni-
versity.

The church also contrib-
utes to large-scale mission 
work through donations to 
the Children’s Shoebox Min-
istry, Lottie Moon Christmas 
Of fering and Annie Arm-
strong Easter Offering.

“There probably haven’t 
been as many people here 
as in the past, but we’ve had 
a steady flow,” Allison said. 
“It means a lot to us to be 
here and have that support, 
because it contributes to our 
fund and our way of helping 
the community.”

Dale Burns, the co-owner 
of Bloomin’ Dale’s Flowers 
and Gifts in Lebanon, said 
she enjoys being able to get 
more involved in the commu-
nity through the yard sale. 
Her shop specializes in ceme-
tery arrangements and some 
seasonal items.

“We came out years ago 
and ended up not doing it for 
a while,” she said. “It’s nice to 
get out, meet and greet and 
socialize a bit.”

Fall Mile Long Yard 
Sale brings hundreds of 
shoppers to Watertown

City’s trademark event returns 
after spring cancellation 
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Shoppers and vendors take to the public square in Watertown 
for the city’s annual Fall Mile Long Yard Sale on Saturday.
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WASHINGTON — Supreme Court nominee Amy 
Coney Barrett declared Monday that Americans “deserve 
an independent Supreme Court that interprets our Con-
stitution and laws as they are written,” encapsulating her 
conservative approach to the law that has Republicans 
excited about the prospect of her taking the place of the 
late Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg before Election Day.

Barrett vows to interpret 
laws ‘as they are written’

Confirmation hearings for 
Supreme Court nominee begin

SEE SALE/PAGE A4SEE PARADE/PAGE A4

Editor’s Note: With Ed Hagerty 

retiring, Mt. Juliet will have a news 

mayor elected Nov. 3. The Mt. Juliet 

News asked both candidates, James 

Maness and Dan Walker, to respond 

to four questions. Here are their 

answers in their own words.

NAME: JAMES MANESS

Age: 43

Occupation: Mt. Juliet Vice Mayor, 

IT Infrastructure Architect
Question 1 (200 words or less): 

What makes you the 

best candidate for 

the position?

For the last 
nine years, I have 
served Mt. Juliet as 
Vice Mayor. I am 
the only candidate 
with experience 
in Mt. Juliet city 
government. 
Money.com 
recently listed Mt. Juliet as the 
22nd best place to live in the 
U.S. We routinely rank as one 

of the safest and best cities in 
the state to live. Results like this 

are no accident. I 
am familiar with 
the budget and its 
processes and the 
challenges the city 
faces. I have the 
understanding it 
takes to lead Mt. 
Juliet. I’m the only 
candidate who is 
experienced with 

the city and prepared to start 
working on day one.

Mt. Juliet mayoral candidates outline positions
Maness, Walker talk 

infrastructure, governance

James 
Maness

Dan  
Walker
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