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EDUCATION. NOW.
Children learn about construction 
equipment at Mt. Juliet library. A675 cents

Matt Masters | Lebanon Democrat

Improvements are in the works for the southwest parking 
lot on the Lebanon Square. The city has secured two other 
parking locations while the work is done.

Improvements for the 
parking lot on the Lebanon 
Square start Aug. 5, and 
the lot will be closed while 
the work is being done.

The improvement proj-
ect will add landscaping, 
improve drainage and 
reconfigure traf fic flow. 
The finished parking lot 

will have 70 parking spac-
es, including three handi-
capped spaces and two 
compact spaces.

“That parking lot has 
gone without for a long 
time. Myself, Jef f Baines 
and Rob Cesternino looked 
at it two years ago and at 
first thought just to repave 
and restripe, but as we 
went through a little more, 
got the square merchants 

involved, we started talk-
ing about landscaping and 
draining that’s needed 
there,” Lebanon Mayor 
Bernie Ash said.

Baines, the public works 
director, said the city has 
budgeted $523,800 for 
the project, with $438,800 
going to Stockton Con-
struction for the project. 
The remaining $85,000 will 
go to a separate landscap-

ing and irrigation contract.
The Lebanon City Coun-

cil approved the measure 
last week.

“This project is a key 
piece in the continued revi-
talization of our square and 
I am appreciative of the 
mayor and City Council for 
their support and funding 
for the renovations,” said 
Kim Parks, Historic Leba-
non Executive Director in a 
news release.

SEE SQUARE/PAGE A6

Square parking set for facelift

BY SINCLAIRE SPARKMAN
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Southwest lot to be closed starting Aug. 5

The city of Lebanon has decid-
ed to settle a potential lawsuit that 
came about because of a citizen’s 
concern that members of the Leb-
anon City Council may have vio-
lated the Tennessee Open Meet-
ings Act.

The Tennessee comptroller’s 
office sent a letter to the city on 
March 22 after Lebanon resident 
Lorrie Hicks filed a complaint. 
The complaint raised two things 
that she held were violations of 
the Tennessee Open Meetings 
Act: emails discussing official city 
business sent by City Councilor 
Camille Burdine to other council-
ors, and an instance where Hicks 
and her husband were blocked 
from entering a public meeting.

Burdine’s emails were sent to 
other councilors and residents 
in February, and detailed her 
intentions and reasoning for how 
she planned to vote on rezon-
ing requests in the city’s historic 
downtown area.

Hicks retained a lawyer and 
said she was prepared to go for-
ward with a lawsuit unless the city 
provided open meetings training 
for members of the council and 
repeated the votes on the zoning 
issues.

The city held a meeting last 
Tuesday where City Attorney 
Andy Wright, Lebanon Mayor 
Bernie Ash and councilors decid-
ed to resolve the issue without 
going to court.

“I am pleased the City of Leb-
anon has finally acknowledged, 
and is taking the steps to rectify, 
the two Tennessee Open Meet-
ing Violations that occurred ear-
lier this year. It is a big win for the 
citizens of the city and the issue of 
open meetings. Once the terms of 
the agreement are met, the city 
and I have agreed I will drop my 
legal challenge,” Hicks said.

Wright said the city will invite 
Elisha Hodge from the Munici-
pal Technical Advisory Service 
to do training on open records at 
a work session on Aug. 15, and 
a curative vote would be held on 
the rezonings in September.

SEE DISPUTE/PAGE A6

Lebanon 
agrees to 

settle open 
meetings 
dispute
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Resident to drop 
plans for lawsuit

Wilson County goes back 
to school on Aug. 1, and some 
local organizations will offer 
help with school supplies 
giveaways this weekend. Pur-
chases of school-related items 
will be tax free from Friday 
through Sunday during tax-
free weekend.

The giveaways will be Fri-
day at the Salvation Army 

Church, Saturday at College 
Hills Church of Christ and at 
Lebanon Church of God and 
Sunday at Generation Chang-
ers Church. Free haircuts 
will also be available from two 
salons.

DEWAAL SHOE GIVEAWAY
The annual Dewaal Shoe 

Giveaway is set for Friday 
from 4-6 p.m. at Mary Chaffin 
Chapel at the Salvation Army 
Church at 715 Lake St. in Leb-
anon.

SEE SCHOOL/PAGE A3

Back to School giveaways set across county

STAFF REPORT

As the Mt. Juliet City Commission 
deadlocked again over a District 4 appoin-
tee, Mayor Ed Hagerty turned off all com-
missioners’ microphones and ate dinner 
during Monday’s meeting.

Commissioners voted five times on 
appointing a fifth commissioner to rep-
resent District 4, but each vote resulted 
in a stalemate. After each vote, Hagerty 
motioned to defer the vote yet again, but 
with Commissioner Ray Justice and Vice 
Mayor James Maness against deferral, 
the motion failed each time on 2-2 votes.

During every appointment vote, Com-
missioner Art Giles voted for Jim Brad-
shaw, Hagerty voted for Jennifer Milele 
and Maness and Justice voted for Gerard 
Bullock. Each time, Bradshaw received 

one yea and three nays, Milele received 
one yea and three nays and Bullock 
received two yeas and two nays. Hager-
ty also moved twice to adjourn, but that 
motion failed 2-2.

Hager ty asked City Attorney Gino 
Marchetti if there were any grounds on 
which he could adjourn the meeting with-
out the consent of the commissioin, but 
Marchetti said adjournment required a 
vote.

Unable to adjourn, Hagerty said, “OK, 
gentlemen, I’m going to just turn the 
microphones off. There’s no point, and 
we can just sit here.” He proceeded to eat 
a sandwich while commissioners idled in 
their seats for about 46 minutes.

He then called for another vote on 
appointing a commission, but the result 
was the same. He and Giles then left the 
building, leaving the commission without 
a quorum.

On July 9, the mayor and commission-
ers agreed to put of f attempting to fill 
the vacant seat until Maness brought a 
new process to avoid stalemate. Monday, 

Maness presented instant-runoff voting, 
a ranking system for single-seat elections.

Hagerty rejected IRV, calling it “com-
plicated” and “subject to manipulation,” 
and he said a referendum was necessary 
to add any new voting method to the city 
char ter, which Giles got Marchetti to 
confirm on the spot. In the past, even a 
coin toss has sufficed more than once, 
according to Bradshaw, which Hagerty 
explained to Maness was part of the char-
ter back then.

Hagerty has attempt to get support for 
a special election to fill the seat at several 
meetings. He told the Democrat that “the 
benefits of a special election” are that 
“voters who live in the district choose 
their representative rather than four poli-
ticians who do not live in the district.” He 
added that a budget amendment would 
be required to pay for it. “This is eas-
ily absorbed in a city with a $20 million 
general fund with more than $3 million in 
reserves.”

A special election would take about two 
months to organize and hold.

Mt. Juliet mayor cuts off commissioners 
microphones and eats during meeting
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Attempts to fill 
vacant seat fail again

Children line up for free school supplies at the School Store at College 
Hills Church of Christ last year. This year’s event will be Saturday.

Democrat file photos

Tax-free weekend 
starts this Friday
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