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Trousdale County Mayor 
Jack McCall joked about prac-
ticing his speech on area kin-
dergarteners earlier in the day 
as he began his state of the 
county address to the Harts-
ville-Trousdale County Cham-
ber of Commerce on Tuesday.

Since taking office last Sep-

tember, McCall indicated that 
he has really enjoyed his first 
six months a mayor but has 
learned what he calls 
the speed of govern-
ment.

“If you ask me how 
it’s going, I have to tell 
you, I’ve really enjoyed 
the first six months 
and two weeks,” said 
McCall. “We have a 
great county.

“One thing I’ve had 
to learn fairly quickly 
as mayor is the concept called 
the speed of government. In 
business, if you want something 
done, you do it. In government, 
you start the process.”

During his address, McCall 
recounted the various grants 
and projects that the county is 

currently undertaking, 
but he also talked about 
the challenges that the 
county is facing, such as 
building a new jail and 
revitalizing the down-
town district.

“Everyone knows that 
we are about to build a 
new jail because ours 
has been decertified,” 

said McCall. “And $25 million 
at 4.5% (interest rate) over 20 
years would translate into an 
annual payment of $2 million. 

The best for the most
McCall delivers 

state of the 
county address
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In a speech to the Harts-
ville-Trousdale County Cham-
ber of Commerce, Trousdale 
County Mayor Jack McCall 
addressed the state of the 
county.

Jack McCall
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H
artsville coffee lovers 
will soon have one of 
Nashville’s favorite 

coffee brands, Frothy Monkey 
coffee, served locally at the Ridge 
Coffeehouse, which is slated 
to open on Monday morning 
next to the Hartsville-Trousdale 
County Volunteer Fire Station on 
Broadway.

Hartsville resident, coffee lover, 
and owner of the Ridge Coffee-
house Kelly Lehr decided to leave 
her nursing career after 22 years 
to open the new drive-thru coffee 
shop in order to spend more time 
with her family.

“Two-and-a-half years ago, 
we moved to Tennessee from 
Mississippi — me, my hus-
band, and 10-year-old son,” said 
Lehr. “We liked the small-town, 
Hartsville feel.

“I have been a registered 
nurse (RN) for 22 years and 
had a really good job offer in 
Nashville. But after COVID, I 
said, ‘I need a break. I need to 
do something different.’ It took 
so much time away from family. 
So, we thought this move would 
be a good thing. We did it, and 
we have absolutely no regrets. 
We love Tennessee. We love 

Hartsville. We love everything 
about it.”

Lehr said that she started 
toying with the idea of opening a 
coffee shop in Hartsville a couple 
of years ago.

“We tossed the idea around for 
about two years,” said Lehr. “But 
four months ago, we decided this 
is what we were going to do. I 
was ready to get out of nursing 
and thought this would be a good 
thing. So, we started looking 
around.

A NEW BREW
The Ridge 

Coffeehouse 
set to open 
on Monday 

 in Hartsville
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Kelly Lehr, the owner of the Ridge Coffeehouse, left her 
22-year career in nursing to open a drive-thru coffee shop in 
Hartsville.

The Ridge Coffeehouse is open-
ing on Monday on Broadway 
Street in Hartsville, next to the 
fire station. The drive-thru coffee 
shop will serve Frothy Monkey 
coffee, as well as other specialty 
and energy drinks.
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On March 7, a special work ses-
sion of the Trousdale County Com-
mission was called with East Ten-
nessee Natural Gas (ETNG), which 
is owned and operated by energy 
infrastructure company Enbridge, 
to discuss the proposed Ridgeline 
Expansion Project.

The project would provide natural 
gas to the Tennessee Valley Author-
ity (TVA) as one of the power gen-
eration options in replacing the old 
Kingston Fossil Plant in East Ten-
nessee.

Talks 
continue 

with 
Enbridge
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Private prison operator CoreCiv-
ic announced Vince Vantell has been 
named the new warden of Tennessee’s 
largest private prison, 
Trousdale Tur ner 
Correctional Center, 
as the facility is one of 
several private prisons 
the company manages 
throughout the coun-
try.

Vantell previously 
served as the assistant 
warden at Trousdale 
Turner Correction-
al Center and warden at Hardeman 
County Correctional Facility before 
being named as Trousdale Turner’s 
new warden last month.

Vanrtell’s predecessor, Martin 
Frink, was named warden in May of 
2021, but he left to take a new position 
within the company.

“Vince Vantell was named warden 
at Trousdale Turner Correctional 
Facility, after serving as warden at the 

Trousdale 
Turner gets 
new warden

Vantell becomes 
prison’s 3rd warden  
in less than 3 years

Vince  
Vantell
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45 is the new50
MARCH IS COLON CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

For a free test kit, text name &
address to 615.925.2592

www.sherryshope.org

The American Cancer Society has lowered the recommended screening age from 50 to 45.
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