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Wilson County Mayor Randall 
Hutto announced that residents are 
not required to wear masks in pub-
lic during a press conference held 
Wednesday, and are instead strong-
ly encouraged to do so.

His decision comes after Gov. Bill 
Lee granted counties the authority 
to enforce masking mandates and 
as COVID-19 cases surge in Ten-
nessee. Wilson County has 1,060 
confirmed cases and 17 deaths at 
press time.

“For those who sent the word to 

me to mandate the masks, we thank 
you,” Hutto said. “I trust you’ll be 
wearing your masks. We encourage 
you to encourage others to wear 
their masks. For those of you who 
asked me to not take away your 
rights, to make it your own deci-
sion, I hear you. We want you to 

make the choice.”
Hutto said the county reformed 

its COVID-19 task force, consisting 
of health officials, first responders, 
school leaders, mayors and Cham-
ber of Commerce members, to help 
make a decision.

The data the group weighed 
showed an increase of 524 cases 
from June 7 to July 7, along with an 
increase of 1.3% in the number of 

positive test results from June 15 to 
July 7.

“Wilson County and Middle Ten-
nessee are really at a critical point 
as we continue to see record num-
bers of new cases being diagnosed,” 
Vanderbilt Wilson County Hospital 
Chief Medical Officer Adam Hug-
gins said. “Vanderbilt University 
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Wilson County Schools will open 
Aug. 3 for “traditional” instruction, 
but parents who are uncomfort-
able having their children return to 
in-person class have the option of 
online instruction.

The plan was revealed during 
Monday’s Wilson County Schools 
Board of Education meeting and 
was made with input from a sur-
vey of parents that found an “over-
whelming desire” to return to 
in-person school, Director Donna 
Wright said. However, the survey 
also found a significant portion 
of parents were uncomfortable 
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Charlie Daniels was known 
far and wide for hits like “The 
Devil Went Down to Georgia” 

and “Long Haired 
Countr y Boy,” 
but his connec-
tion to Wilson 
County ran much 
deeper.

The Countr y 
Music Hall of 
Famer, 83, died 
from a hemor-
rhagic stroke 

Monday and was greeted with an 
outpouring of support from resi-
dents as a police escort returned 
his body to Sellars Funeral Home 
in Mt. Juliet.

Daniels had impacted many 

of those people personally 
since moving to Wilson Coun-
ty more than 40 years ago. He 
and his wife Hazel called Twin 
Pines Ranch home, and their son 
Charles Jr. received his education 

through Wilson County Schools.
“I coached little Charlie in bas-

ketball,” former Mt. Juliet Parks 
Director Dennis Buchanan said. 
“I didn’t know who his dad was 
at first … Charlie has helped so 

many people in so many areas, 
and he’s always been a loving, 
giving person.”

According to Buchanan, Dan-
iels helped Mt. Juliet secure a 
$450,000 addition to the city’s 
community center by performing 
for a local businessman. He also 
worked with many area veterans, 
including Buchanan, through his 
involvement in Operation Song 
and by chairing The Journey 
Home Project.

“I was in a bad place with Viet-
nam and all the memories that 
came with it,” he said. “Charlie 
called and asked if he could pray 
with me, and it was really hum-
bling. He told me about Opera-
tion Song, which is four, five or 
six veterans in a room talking to 
songwriters and writing music 
about their experience. If it hadn’t 
been for Charlie talking me into 

Wilson County remembers Daniels
Country singer called 

Mt. Juliet home
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Charlie Daniels Park in Mt. Juliet has become a memorial and place for the community to mourn in the wake of the country singer’s death 
on Monday.

Personal messages and bouquets of flowers line the grounds on 
Charlie Daniels Park in Mt. Juliet.

Charlie 
Daniels

WCS to 
open Aug. 3
Students can opt for 

online learning
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The Lebanon City Council 
deferred action Tuesday on a con-
troversial rezoning request that 
would see more than 200 acres 
of residential property on Tater 
Peeler Road and Cainsville Road 
rezoned as industrial.

Project developers requested the 
deferral, and may remove up to 
40% of the property from the plan 
and request a specific plan (SP) 
zoning instead as a compromise 
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Wilson County will not mandate masks 
Mayor Hutto strongly encourages face coverings in public 
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