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The Lebanon Wilson County 
Chamber of Commerce is look-
ing to bridge the gap 
between employers and 
job seekers through the 
new Wilson Works pro-
gram.

Adina Chumley, a for-
mer spokesperson for 
the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Labor & Work-
force Development, has 
been hired on to direct 
the program. She led a number 
of similar initiatives across 15 

counties while at the state and 
also has experience in human 
resources.

“You have all these great train-
ing programs and you 
have all of these employ-
ers,” she said. “And some-
times there is a discon-
nect between the two. 
Meaning, teachers have to 
teach, counselors have to 
counsel. They don’t have 
anybody to get out into the 
community and connect 
them into those employ-

ers … so what workforce develop-
ment programs attempt to do, just 

like Wilson Works will do, is to 
connect the two.”

So far, Chumley has been meet-
ing with local businesses and 
educational programs to lay the 
foundation for Wilson Works. 
Her first goal is to organize a vir-
tual job fair for the Class of 2021 
by their graduation this spring.

“You’ve got to crawl before you 
walk, so I’m trying to start small,” 
she said. “I’d like to see Wilson 
Works have a program we can do 
that’s more immediate, because 
quite frankly everything’s cancel-
ling. Career fairs, job fairs, in-per-
son ever ything is cancelling. 

But that still doesn’t mean there 
aren’t people out there who are 
looking for work or need help.”

Post-pandemic, Chumley wants 
to see improved career and job 
fairs for students as young as fifth 
grade, along with helping to cre-
ate more opportunities for intern-
ships and work-based learning.

“Educators have resounding-
ly told me without a doubt, we 
would really like to see more 
work-based learning, intern-
ships or apprenticeships,” she 
said. “They would like to be able 
to plug their students into the 
employers more so than they 
have been able to.”

Wilson County Mayor Randall 
Hutto said he often heard from 

students that were unfamiliar 
with their career options while 
working as an educator. He is 
among several county officials 
who have backed Wilson Works 
as a solution.

“This has been a goal from our 
office for well over two years,” 
he said. “We try to recruit indus-
tries, and the first thing they ask 
us is about our workforce, avail-
ability and the skills our workers 
have. And a lot of times, they’re 
very specific about what skills 
they’re looking for.”

Chumley said there are more 
local employers looking for help 
than people may realize.

Wilson Works looks to connect industries, education
New workforce development program names Chumley as director 

Adina 
Chumley
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The Dancing Lights of Christmas is 
back to illuminate the Wilson County 
Fairgrounds through Jan. 3.

Mike Scalf has organized the elab-
orate drive-through music and lights 
show for 11 years, four of them in Leba-
non, and expects this could be the most 
popular one yet because of COVID-19.

“A lot of events that normally go on 
this time of year have been canceled,” 
he said. “And since it’s always been a 
drive-through show, we didn’t have to 
change anything.”

The show runs nightly from 5-10 p.m. 
at $25 a car. Saturdays are the biggest 
draw, so families looking to skip the wait 
should consider driving through on a 
weeknight to see the display.

“It’s different from pretty much all 
the other Christmas shows because of 
the synchronization of the music and 
lights,” Scalf said. “It’s not rocket sci-
ence, but it’s not easy.”

There are approximately 2 million 
lights across 2.5 miles at the show. That 
means hundreds of hours of computer 
programming so each of them flickers 
in time with the songs playing through-
out the night.

“The lights are always doing some-
thing different depending on what song 
is playing,” Scalf said. “And if you come 
twice it probably won’t be the same 
experience.”

Attendees can also plan their visit 
around a series of benefit drives for Sec-
ond Harvest Food Bank. On Mondays 
and Tuesdays through Dec. 8, a dona-
tion of at least three nonperishable food 
items means $5 off the ticket price.

“Just last year alone they brought in 
2,600 pounds of nonperishable food,” 
Second Harvest Food Bank Coordina-
tor of Community Relations Valerie Reta 
said. “And the great thing is, it gets to 
stay in the community.”

Second Harvest Food Bank distrib-
utes its items throughout the area using 
local partners like Joseph’s Storehouse 
Food Ministry.

“We’re extremely thankful for it,” Reta 
said. “Community partners mean a lot 
to us ... and this year is going to mean 
even more with the increased demand. 
The demand is up 50% from people 
needing our services, and we’re distrib-
uting about 40% more than we did at this 
time last year.”

Driving through a 
winter wonderland 
The Dancing Lights of Christmas shines on for 11th season 

Photos by Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

Families take a drive through The Dancing Lights of Christmas at the Wilson County Fairgrounds 
on this year’s opening weekend.

Above left: The Dancing Lights of Christmas includes approximately 2 million Christmas lights 
timed to a variety of seasonal songs. Above right: Saturday’s showing of The Dancing Lights of 
Christmas proves a hit with families from in and around Lebanon.
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A second exper imenta l 
COVID-19 vaccine — this one 
from Moderna Inc. — yielded 
extraordinarily strong early 

results Monday, another badly 
needed dose of hope as the 
pandemic enters a terrible new 
phase.

Moderna said its vaccine 
appears to be 94.5% effective, 
according to preliminary data 
from an ongoing study. A week 
ago, competitor Pfizer Inc. 
announced its own vaccine 
looked 90% ef fective — news 
that puts both companies on 

track to seek permission within 
weeks for emergency use in the 
U.S.

The results are “truly striking,” 
said Dr. Anthony Fauci, the U.S. 
government’s top infectious-dis-
eases expert. “The vaccines that 
we’re talking about, and vaccines 
to come, are really the light at 
the end of the tunnel.”

Second vaccine shows striking success in U.S. tests

Officials hope for 
millions of doses by 

late December
BY STEVE PEOPLES                       

AND ALEXANDRA JAFFE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WILMINGTON, Del. — Pres-
ident-elect Joe Biden on Monday 
warned of dire consequences if 
President Donald Trump and 
his administration continue to 
refuse to coordinate with his tran-
sition team on the coronavirus 

pandemic and block briefings on 
national security, policy issues 
and vaccine plans.

The remarks marked Biden’s 
toughest comments to date on 
Trump’s failure to acknowledge 
his election loss and cooperate 
with the incoming administration 
for a peaceful transfer of power.

Biden urges Trump to aid transition

President-elect outlines plans to alleviate inequality
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