
Hartsville 
Vidette

The

Started by Civil War General John Hunt Morgan, bringing Trousdale County’s news for more than 150 years and counting

Volume 161 • No. 7

hartsvillevidette.com

$1.50

THURSDAY
February 16, 2023

Jack McCall talks about a “hand” of tobacco.

Page A2

MORE INSIDECONNECT WITH US

Connect with us socially. 

Get the e-edition at 

hartsvillevidette.com.

BY ROXANNE LAMBERT
ROXANNELAMBERT@          

HARTSVILLEVIDETTE.COM

T h e  T r o u s d a l e  C o u n t y 
Planning Commission voted 
unanimously  dur ing Mon-
day evening’s meeting at the 

Har tsville-Trousdale County 
Community Center to approve 
a preliminar y plat for a new-
ly-proposed, 16-home subdivi-
sion out in the Highway 231 
corridor of Trousdale County.

Developer Jordon Fleming 

of Fleming Homes has plans to 
build the new Freedom Estates 
subdivision, and with recent 
growth in Trousdale County, 
many developers like Fleming 
are looking for suitable land on 
which to build new home sites 

while maintaining a rural feel.
“This (preliminary plat approv-

al) is for Freedom Estates locat-
ed out on Bass Road on 34.96 
acres with 16 lots,” said Trous-
dale County Planning Commis-
sion Chairman John Kerr. 

“Mr.  F leming  has  been 
before (the planning commis-
sion) a couple of times and is 
now back with a preliminar y 
plat.”

Rural home sites proposed for 231 corridor
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H
artsville is the home 
of two historic 
treasures that stand 

as a monument to Trousdale 
County’s past.

The old Hartsville Train 
Depot and the Living History 
Museum are pieces of history 
that tell not only the story of 
Hartsville, but they also give an 
account of the pre-1900s South.

The train depot was built 
in the late 1800s. Through 
the years, it has been largely 
unaltered and still stands on 
its original site at the corner 
of Broadway and White Oak 
Street, where both passenger 
and freight lines ran between 
Hartsville and Rogana.

Hartsville’s historic treasures
Restoration comes  

to train depot, Living 
History Museum
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The old Hartsville Train Depot is one of Trousdale County’s historic venues.

The ticket-teller’s cage is one of several original features from the 
late 1800s at the Hartsville Train Depot.
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Continuing her search for the 
lost Beal Cemetery, Hartsville 
resident Carla Jean Ferraro 
has made significant progress 
in her quest over the past few 
weeks as she has received help 
from Smith County resident and 
grave finder John Waggoner, Jr.

After purchasing the proper-

ty in 2006, Ferraro found out 
that the old Beal Cemetery was 
located within the confines of 
the property but was bulldozed 
by a previous owner.

On Feb. 7, Waggoner made 
a trip to the property in Trous-
dale County, which is located 
close to the Smith County and 
Macon County lines, to offer his 
assistance in locating the graves 
through the use of dowsing rods 
(a practice that uses two wire 
rods that cross when a distur-
bance in the ground is detect-
ed), a technique that he has suc-
cessfully used for more than two 
decades.

The search continues
With the help of 

local grave finder, 
Hartsville resident 

locates old cemetery

Grave finder 
John Waggon-
er, Jr., (at right) 
and neighbor 

Tommy 
Scruggs help 

Hartsville 
property 

owner Carla 
Jean Ferraro 

locate graves 
from the old 

Beal Cemetery 
that were 

located on her 
property.
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The Har tsville V idette is 
publishing question-and-an-
swer profiles of the Trousdale 

County educa-
tors who have 
been  se lec ted 
as the teacher 
of  the year in 
their respective 
schools.

We begin the 
profiles with a 
glance at Penny 
Story, who is an 
English instruc-

tor at Trousdale County High 
School …

Name … Penny Story

School … Trousdale County 
High School

Better late than …
Story embarks on 
college later on in 

life to acquire a 
career in eduction
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Penny Story is in her 12th year as 
a teacher at Trousdale County 
High School.

Penny  
Story
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