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BY JIM MUSTIAN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW ORLEANS — In perhaps 
the strongest evidence yet of an 
attempted cover-up in the deadly 
2019 arrest of Ronald Greene, the 
ranking Louisiana State Police offi-
cer at the scene falsely told inter-
nal investigators that the Black 
man was still a threat to flee after 

he was shackled, and he denied 
the existence of his own body cam-
era video for nearly two years until 
it emerged just last month.

New state police documents 
obtained by The Associated Press 
show numerous inconsistencies 
between Lt. John Clary’s state-
ments to detectives and the body 
camera footage he denied having. 
They add to growing evidence of 
obfuscation in Greene’s death, 
which the white troopers initially 
blamed on a car crash at the end 
of a high-speed chase and is now 

the subject of a federal civil rights 
investigation.

The highly secretive case has 
drawn national attention since last 
week, when the AP began publish-
ing graphic body camera videos 
that showed troopers repeatedly 
jolting Greene with stun guns, put-
ting him in a chokehold, punch-
ing him and dragging him by his 
ankle shackles. And like George 
Floyd’s death a year ago, it once 
again highlighted the importance 
of video as key evidence in police 
misconduct cases.

“Video doesn’t lie, and the best 
way to protect the integrity of law 
enforcement agencies is with body 
camera footage,” said Rafael Goy-
eneche, a former prosecutor who 
is president of the Metropolitan 
Crime Commission, a New Orle-
ans-based watchdog group.

But Clary, the highest-ranking 
officer among at least six state 
troopers at the scene of Greene’s 
May 10, 2019, arrest, told investi-
gators later that day that he had 
no body camera footage of the 
incident — a statement proven 

to be untrue when his 30-minute 
body camera video of the arrest 
emerged last month.

Clar y, who arrived at the 
scene just seconds after troopers 
stunned, choked and punched 
Greene to get him into handcuffs, 
told investigators that Greene “was 
still, yelling and screaming ... and 
he was still resisting, even though 
he was handcuffed. He was still 
trying to get away and was not 
cooperating.”

Top police officer in Black man’s arrest withheld body camera video
Actions point to 

attempted cover-up
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George Page/Special to the Democrat

Members of Green Hill High School’s first graduating class toss their caps in the air Friday evening at the conclu-
sion of the ceremonies, which were held at the school. At left, valedictorian Hunter Taylor gives his speech. Green 
Hill graduated 91 seniors.

Kaitlyn Hungerford/Special to the Democrat

Lebanon High School’s Faith Kowal claps for her classmates during Lebanon High School’s 103rd commence-
ment Saturday morning at the school. At right, valedictorian Zachary Bone gives his speech before his 400 
fellow graduates.
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In the last five years alone, 
property values in Wilson Coun-
ty have skyrocketed, increasing 
more than $1.5 billion, or 33%, 

to a total of more than $6 billion, 
according to the state’s latest 
property assessment.

Whether this will increase 
what owners pay in proper-
ty taxes this year is up to the 
county commissioners, who set 
the tax rate. The current Wil-
son County property tax rate 
is $2.518 per $100 of assessed 

value. Based on the increa in 
property value around the coun-
ty, that number is set to come 
down drastically.

Stephen Goodall ,  Wilson 
County’s property assessor, and 
Randall Hutto, Wilson County’s 
mayor, both estimated the new 
rate will be below $2.

Take a hypothetical Wilson 

County home valued at $275,000 
after the property reassessment. 
Prior to the assessment, it was 
valued at $230,000, so the value 
increased $45,000.

In a county like Wilson, with 
a tax rate of $2.518 per $100 
assessed, that means the annual 
property tax bill, prior to reassess-
ment, would have been $1,447.

Since the home’s value only 
went up $45,000, or 20%, which 
would represent a lower rate of 
increase than the county average 
of 33%, the county’s new tax rate, 
estimated to be around $1.90 per 
$100 assessed, when figured into 
the equation would yield a tax bill 
of $1,306, or a difference of $141.

Property values soar across county
Tax rate may drop 

below $2, officials say
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