
As one of few World War II 
veterans alive today, U.S. Army 
Sgt. Robert Masto has plenty of 
experiences to share.

Gladeville Middle School stu-
dents had a chance to listen on 
Friday, as he was among 40 ser-
vice members visiting for its inau-
gural Veterans Day assembly.

“They asked me to come 
today and basically said that you’d 
want to ask me questions,” Masto 
said, addressing the students 
gathered in the gymnasium. “I’d 
be glad to answer any questions 
anybody might have, and I’m glad 
to be here. That’s my story.”

Students were able to meet 
with Masto in the librar y 
throughout the day and learn 
about his struggles, fears and 
even fond memories from his 

time as a platoon leader in the 
Pacific Theater.

Other veterans in attendance 

also shared their stories, includ-
ing Capt. Bill Moss, who com-
manded a parachute rigger com-

pany in Operation Desert Storm  
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Cumberland University will 
host a rededication ceremony for 
its World War II Maneuvers Monu-
ment on Veterans Day at 8 a.m.

The rededication of the monu-
ment comes after the opening of 
the new McClain Circle entrance 
to campus. The monument was 
removed during construction of 
the entrance and now has been 
prominently mounted and placed 
within McClain Circle.

The World War II Maneu-
vers were headquartered on the 
Cumberland University campus 
from fall 1942 through spring 
1944. Approximately 850,000 
soldiers from 25 U.S. Army divi-
sions, made up the Red and Blue 
armies, and trained for the war 
under combat conditions. Dur-
ing this time the Red and Blue 
armies faced each other in com-
plex and realistic training exer-
cises such as river crossings, ter-
rain navigation and vehicle oper-
ations across Middle Tennessee.

“The Tennessee Maneuvers 
of World War II were such a 
meaningful part of Cumberland’s 
history and it’s important that 
we continue to honor our past as 
we look towards the future,” said 
Cumberland University Presi-
denDr. Paul C. Stumb in a news 
release. “Cumberland is honored 
to to show our gratitude to the 
Tennessee Maneuvers and all 
veterans this Veterans Day.”

The rededication ceremony 
will open with the “Star Spangled 
Banner” performed by the Cum-
berland University Singers led 
by Brian Kilian, and will include  
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Monday will be a day of 
reflection for the city of Lebanon 
and Wilson County as they host 
a Veterans Day program at 11 
a.m., at the Veteran’s Plaza on 
304 E. Main St. in Lebanon.

American Legion Post 15 

sponsors the event, with assis-
tance from the Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post 5015, the Viet-
nam Veterans of America Chap-
ter 1004 and the city of Lebanon.

“I think this is an opportunity 
for the community’s veterans, 
nonveterans and families to come 
together in honor of those who 

served their country no matter 
the consequences,” Veterans Day 
Committee Chair Jim Harding, 
who is also a Vietnam veteran, 
said. “For some people, that was 
a time commitment, and oth-
ers made the ultimate sacrifice 
and lost their lives. This is about  
honoring every one of them.”

Lebanon Special School Dis-
trict Director Scott Benson, a 
Gulf War veteran who served 

in the U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserves and participated in 
Operation Desert Storm, is the 
program speaker.

“I was quite surprised to get 
that call,” Benson said. “My first 
thought was that I’m not worthy 
to be the speaker, and it was quite 
humbling. I’ve been to the pro-
gram for many years and used  
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Wilson County expects to 
see a temporary revenue short-
age from facilities taxes in the 
coming months after a recent 
increase in permit fees from 
$3,000 to $5,000.

“On facilities tax, we are over 
what we budgeted for the year 
now by about $500,000,” Finance 
Director Aaron Maynard said at 
the Wilson County Budget Com-
mittee’s meeting held Thursday. 
“There were a lot of people com-
ing ahead to get building per-

mits, and we could actually see 
that dip off for a little while.”

According to Maynard, citi-
zens had a 30-day window to apply 
for permits before the new rates 
took effect, meaning that many 
ongoing projects adjusted their  
schedules to pay the cheaper rate.

Since the facilities tax is a rev-
enue item and not an expense, 
the county is not expecting 
the drop to be detrimental and 
hopes to see it stabilize into 
extra funding.

“I think it will leave a lasting 
impact,” Maynard said. “We’re 
projecting what’s going on in the 
housing market, and if it stays 
close to what it is right now 

this is going to be an increased 
source of revenue for the coun-
ty. The main purpose for that is 
going to be funding additions to 
the jail.”

The committee also approved 
fund transfers within the Agri-
cultural Center and Wilson 
County Circuit Court budgets, 
largely from reser ve funds 
toward maintenance.
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Sgt. Robert Masto, center, is recognized during a Veterans Day assembly at Gladeville Middle School for 
his service as a platoon leader in the Pacific Theater from 1942-46 during World War II.
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