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Jimmy Cragwall and his fam-
ily were recognized at the 25th 
annual Centur y Farms Lun-
cheon at the Wilson County Fair 
on Thursday morning.

Cragwall is the great-great-
nephew of Mr. T.O. Harris, who 
founded the Beechgrove Farm 
in 1848.

The luncheon was created 
to recognize farms in Wilson 
County that have been in the 
same family for several gen-
erations. Tennessee’s Century 
Farms program recognizes 
working farms that have been in 
the same family for at least 100 
years. According to the website 

tncenturyfarms.org, there are 
101 such farms in Wilson Coun-
ty.

Aside from the Cragwall fam-
ily, there were also several fam-
ily farms recognized for 200 or 
more years of business.

“We want to continue to pro-
mote agriculture in the century 
ahead,” said Ryan Ingram, the 
Master of Ceremonies.

The newly crowned Fairest 
of the Fair, Ms. Wilson County 

and Ms. Wilson County Senior 
pageant winners led the crowd 
in the Pledge of Allegiance and 
Casey Bohr, the president of 
Mt. Juliet High School’s Future 
Farmers of America chapter, led 
the blessing.

Jennifer Houston, the presi-
dent of the National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association, was the guest 
speaker.

SEE FARM/PAGE A6

Cragwall’s family farm recognized at fair
BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER

GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Jimmy Cragwall and his family are pictured. Cragwall was being recog-
nized at the luncheon on Thursday for reaching 100 years of family 

business with his farm.

Special to the Democrat

The lights, the rides, the 
games, and the events make the 
Wilson County Fair what it is, 
but the one thing that unites the 
people who travel from all over 
Middle Tennessee is the food.

Local vendors from around 
the Southeast bring food trucks 
and carts to the Wilson County 
Fair to serve hungry attendees. 
Some of these foods are simple 
— corn dogs, cheeseburgers 
and funnel cakes — while others 
are innovative and new.
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Fair caters 
to fans’ 

appetites
BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER

GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Photos special to the Democrat

Pictured, from left to right, Rachael Leyhew, Carla Leyhew and Madelyn Leyhew enjoy ears of sweet corn at 
the Wilson County Fair on Thursday evening.

WILSON COUNTY  

FAIR DETAILS

HOURS
The grounds open at 10 

a.m. today, the final day of 

the fair.

COST
Admission is free for 

children ages 5 and under, 

$6 for children between the 

ages of 6 and 12 and $12 for 

adults.

PARKING
There is limited $5 

preferred parking on site. 

Free satellite parking will be 

at Cumberland University’s 

football parking lot (old 

Lebanon High School), with 

buses running from 4 p.m. 

to 11 p.m. The address is 415 

Harding Drive.

Handicap parking is 

located in the parking lot of 

the Wilson County Exposition 

Center.

SCHEDULE
Today’s highlights: Closing 

parade at 6 p.m., Fiddlers 

Grove Bluegrass Competition, 

Square Dancing Jamboree, 

Horseshoe Pitching 

Competition.

MORE INFORMATION
Visit www.

wilsoncountyfair.net to 

purchase tickets, find ticket 

discounts and the schedule 

of events, and locate any 

additional information.Above left: Fair attendees mill around Tea Party, which is located near Reithoffer’s Playland and owned by Laurie Sparkman Grissom and Stacey 
Grissom. Above right: Mark Cheatham holding a Dill Dog that’s fresh out of the fryer.

Three local charities will be joint ben-
eficiaries of a fundraising event next 
week.

“Name That Tune” will be held on 
Friday, Aug. 30 beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
at Cahoots Dance Hall & Honkytonk, 
located at 427 South College Street in 
Lebanon. The event will benefit Sherry’s 
Run, Empower Me Center and Hickory 
Hill Farms.
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Name That Tune fundraiser 

will benefit three local charities
BY CHRIS GREGORY

CGREGORY@HARTSVILLEVIDETTE.COM

U.S. Sen. Marsha Blackburn 
visited Hartsville earlier this 
week as part of a tour of Tennes-
see counties.

Blackburn, a Republican who 
was elected to the Senate last 
November, met with Trousdale 
County Mayor Stephen Cham-
bers and other county officials 
on Aug. 21.

“We are visiting with our 
local elected officials and hav-
ing them meet our team and see 

how we can best be of help and 
service,” said Blackburn.

Broadband, economic devel-
opment and rural development 
were among the chief concerns 
Blackburn said she had been 
hearing from local leaders across 
the state during the Senate recess.

Blackburn ser ves on the 
Senate’s Commerce, Science & 
Transportation Committee and 
said broadband expansion is a 
special concern of hers.

SEE VISIT/PAGE A2

Sen. Blackburn addresses 
local concerns during visit

BY CHRIS GREGORY
CGREGORY@HARTSVILLEVIDETTE.COM
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