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Sports
CU Phoenix give coach  

Hunt his 1,600th victory. B1$1

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Wilson County is among the 
recipients of a $3.3 million grant 
to improve rural broadband con-
nections, which could see infra-
structure in place by spring 2021.

Service areas that will be 
impacted include 2,716 house-
holds, 13 businesses, 12 farms 
and a community facility spread 
over 48 square miles in rural Wil-
son, Rutherford, Williamson and 
Maury Counties.

“I think it’s going to be a good 
thing for our community because 
we depend so much on technolo-
gy now, especially when it comes 

to education,” Wilson County 
Mayor Randall Hutto said. “We 
have a lot of people that want 
to live a rural life but still need 
connectivity to meet educational 
standards. Since Wilson Coun-
ty is No. 1 statewide in Century 
Farms and our farmers are using 
a lot of technology now too, this 
is also going to be big for them.”

Secretary of Agriculture Sonny 
Perdue announced the funding 
on Thursday as part of a larger 
$9 million investment represent-
ing the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s (USDA) ReConnect 
Pilot Program.

“Our core mission at USDA 
is to increase rural prosperi-

ty through boosting economic 
opportunity in rural America,” he 
said in a news release. “We know 
that rural communities need 
robust, modern infrastructure to 
thrive, and that includes having 
access to broadband e-connec-
tivity.”

United Communications Inc. 
is the funding recipient for the  
$3.3 million affecting the area. 
Dawn Hobbs, the company’s 
marketing coordinator, said 
approximately 1,154 households, 
businesses and farms in and 
around Wilson County would be 
affected, including unincorporat-
ed communities in nearby Wil-
liamson County.

“The partnership of United 
Communications and Middle 
Tennessee Electric Member-
ship Corporation will match this 

$3.3 million with $3.3 million of 
their own money,” Hobbs said in 
a news release, “To help bring 
fiber ser vice to many rural 
households with inadequate or 
no bandwidth.”

More specific information 
about the areas of Wilson County 
affected and its share of the $3.3 
million is pending, but Hutto said 
the investment is an encourag-
ing sign coming from the federal 
level.

“We had a grant TDS Telecom 
did a year or two ago where there 
was some advancement in Water-
town, but that’s the last one we’d 
dealt with,” he said, noting that 
it was funded through a private 
company. “I really see this as a big 
plug for the community, and we’re 
excited to be a part of the funding 
representing a third of the grant.”

BY CEDRIC DENT JR.
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Mt. Juliet commissioners 
unanimously approved a resolu-
tion to hedge against the state’s 
so-far unsuccessful fight to con-
trol its role in President Donald 
Trump’s continuance of the refu-
gee resettlement program.

In light of the state’s inability 
thus far to secure federal fund-
ing for refugee resettlement or 
stop refugees from being relo-
cated to Tennessee in the first 
place, the Mt. Juliet Board of 
Commissioners took the ini-
tiative to pass a resolution of 
non-consent on Feb. 10 with lit-
tle to no discussion. It aims to 
preemptively absolve Mt. Juliet 
of any responsibility to partici-
pate in the federal resettlement 
program.

The resolut ion  expla ins 
based on U.S. State Department 

USDA looks to boost county’s 
rural internet with $3.3M grant 
Wilson, Rutherford, Williamson and 

Maury counties to be impacted 

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Wilson County Exposition 
Center became a doorway to the 
1800s over the weekend as it host-
ed the fifth annual Heart of Ten-
nessee Antique Show.

Antique dealers representing 18 
states and Canada filled the show-
room with cabinets, figurines, 
signs and more. Customers from 
as many states followed in search 
of treasures big and small.

“This year we’ve had a great 
reception from customers,” event 
promoter Katherine Bovard said. 
“We’ve been growing each year as 
people learn about the show and 
see that Lebanon is a great place to 
be. We’re mainly early Americana, 

EVERYTHING OLD
Antique show 
attracts fans 

to expo center

Don DeVeer, right, 
and John Mat-

thews, center, load 
up an 1833 Queen 
Anne cabinet they 

purchased from 
John DeSimone of 

Goosefare 
Antiques & Pro-

motions at the 
Heart of Tennes-

see Antique Show 
on Saturday.

Ethan Steinquest/
Lebanon Democrat 

Ohio-based antique dealer Kitty Saylor, left, shows customer  
Patty O’Reilly a birdcage she brought to the Wilson County  

Exposition Center for the Heart of Tennessee Antique Show.

Mt. Juliet 
hedges  

against lawsuit 
opposing 
refugees
Mayor says 

infrastructure is 
 the problem

BY ANDY SHER
CHATTANOOGA TIMES FREE PRESS

Another month and more sur-
plus tax money is flooding into 
Tennessee government coffers 
— an additional $129.4 million 
in January, or almost 12% more 
than anticipated, according to 
Gov. Bill Lee’s administration.

During January, total tax col-
lections came to $1.55 billion, 
due primarily to strong growth 
in state sales taxes and corpo-
rate taxes, according to state 
Finance Commissioner Stuart 
McWhorter.

He said in a news release Fri-
day that adjusted second quar-
ter growth on sales activity was 
6.14% over the last fiscal year. It 
was “driven by solid performanc-
es in retail and manufacturing 
sales,” McWhorter noted.

Corporate franchise and 
excise taxes, often dif ficult 

Tax collections 
drive budget 

surplus higher

Lawmakers looking 
at tax cuts, holiday
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Y O U R V O T E M A T T E R S
HARD WORK, MOTIVATION,

GOOD WILL

is what I bring to the

people of District 17

VOTE TO KEEP JOE ALI

District 17 Commissioner
615-444-4333

“Paid for by Fund to Elect Joe Ali - Scott McCormick, Treasurer
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