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The Lebanon City Council is expected 
to vote on a status quo budget for the 
city in June after reviewing cuts and addi-
tions to each department over the last few 
weeks, but funding is still in flux.

COVID-19’s impact on the local econ-
omy remains the largest unknown as 
officials await tax figures from April and 
May, and some departments are hoping 
for more money if those revenue streams 
are healthy.

“The city separated us and the police 

department and trash men when the 
COVID came out,” Lebanon Fire Chief 
Chris Dowell said, speaking in favor of 
raises for his employees. “We still had to 
work when everybody else was working 
from home for two weeks at a time. When 
we’re out there … I understand some 
people sit up there and say, ‘this is what 
you signed up for’ … this is not the ordi-
nary thing.”

Dowell’s budget is down $4.76 million, 
largely from removing the costs associat-
ed with newly upgraded communication 
equipment. Many of his proposed budget 

additions are based on funding new hires.
However, Human Resources Director 

Sylvia Reichle recommended against 
of fering salary increases for specific 
departments when several have made 
requests.

“I understand we want to look out for 
our employees, but we have important 
employees in all of our departments,” 
she said. “If we agree to look at this 
and follow up even after the budget’s 
passed to talk about compensation and 
what our strategy may be moving for-
ward as the budget’s finalized, that’s a  
recommendation.”

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST 

@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

A
dventuring may seem 
like the last thing 
someone would do 

these days, but fifth-grader 
Dominick Madden has 
spent the last month 
finding his inner explorer 
while raising money for the 
Childhood Cancer Society.

Madden is among 
thousands of K-5 children 
and families who entered the 
Adventure Ted Challenge 
2020, a fundraiser based on 
CCS founder Tommy Head’s 
new children’s book series 
that has raised hundreds 
in small dollar donations 
and counting over the past 
month, though an exact 
figure is pending.

The Byars Dowdy 
Elementary student has 
contributed $210 so far 
while completing a bingo 

A d ve n t u re  i n  a l l  t h i ng s 
Local student 

takes challenge 
to fund masks 

for children 
with cancer

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Byars Dowdy Elementary School student Dominick Madden works on a science experiment while 
his mother, Annie Angel, films as part of the Adventure Ted 2020 Challenge, a social media benefit 
for the Childhood Cancer Society.

WANT TO HELP?
Byars Dowdy Elementary School student Dominick Madden is raising money for the Childhood 

Cancer Society through the Adventure Ted 2020 Challenge. Donations can be given through 
his mother Annie Angel’s Facebook posts related to the challenge, and those interested in 
learning more or taking part themselves can visit https://adventuretedworld.com/event/
adventuretedchallenge2020/.

Proceeds from the fundraiser will go toward buying masks and personal protective equipment to 
help children with cancer safely return to school this fall.

The current challenge ends on June 6, but Adventure Ted LLC and the Childhood Cancer Society are 
planning to hold more monthly fundraisers to help finance wish grants for children with cancer.

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
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Lebanon Mayor Ber nie 
Ash recently announced his 
entry into the 2020 mayoral 

election, formalizing a field 
that includes Cumberland 
University professor Rick 
Bell and former city council-
or Rob Cesternino.

“I ran looking to provide 
planning and growth man-
agement, and we’ve come 
a long way with the South 
Har tmann Gateway Plan, 

the Spar ta Pike Study and 
the 2040 Comprehensive 
Plan,” Ash said. “The first 
two are complete and the 
comprehensive study is 
almost finished, and I’d like 
to see those put into action.”

Those plans are meant 

to guide economic devel-
opment and zoning in key 
areas of the city, since South 
Har tmann Drive doubles 
as an entr yway and Sparta 
Pike is close to the Expo 

Ash centers on growth management in reelection campaign 
Incumbent joins Bell, Cesternino in mayoral race

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
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The Wilson County Schools Board of 
Education approved a proposal Thurs-
day that saves the adult high school and 
GED program.

Initially, the program was budgeted 
at just under $1.1 million, and the board 
had asked Wilson County to pay for it. 
However, last week the county’s budget 
and education committees rejected that 
request and sent it back to the board.

Deputy Director of Schools Mickey 
Hall told the board Thursday that thanks 
to the retirement of several people 
involved in the program, the district will 
be able to save some personnel expense. 
That combined with putting adult edu-
cation under the direction of the Barry 
Tatum Academy brought the cost down 
to $764,000.

Hall said an adjustment to the amount 
budgeted for retirements this fiscal year 
roughly equals that $764,000, and will be 
used to pay for the adult education pro-
gram in fiscal year 2020-21.

“We had 4.5 people retire out of those 
two programs,” Hall said, adding that 
the district was able to “reconfigure the 
programs and still meet the needs.”

Among those retiring is the adult high 
school’s principal, Mary Ashby.

“I’ve given 42 years to this system and 
for the last eight I’ve given my heart to 
this school,” Ashby said Friday. “I’m glad 
my retirement helped saved the school.”

Also retiring from the high school are 
Ed Johnson and Joy Shaw. The other 
positions are from the GED, or HiSET 
program.

Director of Schools Donna Wright 
said, “We certainly did not encourage 
those retirements.”

Board members unanimously 
approved the plan, but not before rais-
ing concerns about the budget as a 
whole. The budget uses money from 
the district’s fund balance, its insurance 
reserve fund, and puts off millions in 
textbook purchases.

Board member Chad Karl pointed out 
that the district will be looking at a $16.5 
million deficit to make up in the fiscal 
year 2021-22 budget.

“We’re tracking a fine line here and 
I hope everybody understands that,” 
board Chairman Larry Tomlinson said.

The budget will now go back to the 
county commission’s budget committee 
on Monday.

WCS finds 
way to 

preserve adult 
education 
programs

Employee retirements, 
consolidation reduced cost

Lebanon’s budget hangs in 
balance without tax figures
City may vote on status quo budget June 16

Bernie Ash
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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