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OLD HICKORY — The Mt. 
Juliet Police Depar tment is 
searching for a teenage suspect 
in correlation with a pair of con-
venience store burglaries that 
occurred on Lebanon Road on 
Tuesday.

According to an update posted 
by the Mt. Juliet Police Depart-
ment, detectives are following 
strong leads on the missing sus-

pect’s identity. As of Wednesday 
at press time, he had yet to be 
located.

The suspect is a 14-17-year-old 
Caucasian male who was seen 
on security footage wearing a 
light gray hooded sweatshir t 
with a large upside-down smiley 
face with text that reads “Always 
Smiling” on the back.

Authorit ies last  saw the 

Officers searching for burglary suspect
Mt. Juliet Police Department arrests 
two in convenience store robberies

Photos by Abbey Nutter/Lebanon Democrat

Above left: The Mt. Juliet Police department was alerted to a robbery in progress at 4EverECig, located at 
14827 Lebanon Road in Old Hickory, when a burglary alarm went off at around 3:30 a.m. on Tuesday. Above 
right: A Mt. Juliet Police Department officer spotted teenage suspects burglarizing Marathon Gas, located at 
15333 Lebanon Road in Old Hickory. They tried to flee on foot, and two of the three suspects were quickly 
apprehended. As of Wednesday, the Mt. Juliet Police Department is still searching for the third suspect.
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The Mt. Juliet Board of Com-
missioners chose to update its 
commercial retail center (CRC) 
standards during Monday eve-
ning’s meeting.

The board voted unanimously to 
allow recreational seasonal rental 
units to be built on CRC zoning.

Last month, the Mt. Juliet 
Planning Commission forward-
ed a positive recommendation 
for the ordinance to the board        

of commissioners.
District 1 commissioner Ray 

Justice approached city staf f 
with interest in building a recre-
ational district near Old Hickory 
Lake. Justice, whose district is 
near Old Hickory Lake, said that 

he would like to take advantage 
of tourist opportunities around 
the lake.

“The scope of the allowable 
zoning will take in the entire 
shoreline going all the way 
around to Cedar Creek Marina 

before jumping all the way 
across to Gay Winds Drive, and 
anything on the lake are within 
one mile of the lake in this direc-
tion,” said Justice.

Mt. Juliet decision aimed at increasing tourism
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C
urrently, there are no 
city-sponsored football 
fields in Lebanon.

For 12 years, the Lebanon 
Youth Football and Cheerleading 
has had to find its own places 
to practice and play games. 
Currently, the organization’s 
spring flag football program will 
hold practice in the back field of 
Fairview Church. Winfree Bryant 
Middle School is also allowing 
the program to utilize its field on 
Saturdays.

“The sportsplex (which is 
being built near Highway 231, 
consisting of five multi-purpose 
soccer fields) was a big deal, and 
when we heard it was coming in, 
we were like, ‘Oh that’s awesome 
...we may get some football 
fields,’ ” Lebanon Youth Football 
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Instances of human traffick-
ing have increased dramatically 
across the country.

Wilson County is no excep-
tion.

Residents who may have been 
victimized by the rise can utilize 
the state’s Safe at Home pro-
gram to regain peace of mind by 
applying for a substitute address.

“We have dealt with some 
human trafficking cases in Wil-
son County, and what’s import-
ant to know is what it is, what 
method they use to lure people 
in, and the recognizable signs 
of someone involved in human 
traf ficking,” Wilson County 
Sheriff’s Office (WCSO) Public 
Information Officer Scott Moore 
said. “The best thing that we can 
do as a community is to educate 
ourselves and make sure that 
we stay vigilant, because it could 
happen to anyone.”

Common themes that WCSO 
has dealt with in its human traf-
ficking cases include violence, 
manipulation, false promises to 
well-paying jobs, romantic rela-
tionships and the use of social 
media.

“A lot of these traffickers have 
utilized social media to scout out 
different victims they’re interest-
ed in,” Moore said. “One of the 
kinds of people they’re interest-
ed in are those who are psycho-
logically or emotionally vulner-
able.”

As it’s common for individuals 
to talk about what’s going on in 
their lives on social media, traf-
fickers can use that information 
to manipulate their victims.

“They can really see what your 
likes are and what your dislikes 
are, and when they do come 
into contact with you, they’ll 
groom you,” Moore said. “So, 

how you groom people is after 
you’ve researched their likes 
and dislikes, you get into a situa-
tion where, other than using the 
lure method of violence, they’ll 
groom you over a period of time. 
They’ll give you the things that 
you want, say the things you 
want to hear.”

Common signs that someone 
is a victim of human traffick-
ing that the WCSO has found 
include hesitation to report the 

incident, being in a suspicious 
circumstance like being alone at 
a hotel or not being in control of 
their money.

“They may feel like no one 
believes them,” Moore said. 
“They may feel that they’re the 
ones that made bad choices, 
and they’re afraid of getting help 
because of what may be said 
about them.”

Personal information like 
home addresses are easy to 

find when they’re public record, 
which can make it easy for abus-
ers to track and find their vic-
tims. The Safe at Home address 
confidentiality program gives 
substitute addresses to victims 
of human trafficking, stalking, 
domestic abuse or any sexual 
offense.

“As law enforcement, when 
we’re dealing with situations like 
this, we want to make sure that 
we don’t compromise the victim 
and it (the victim’s address) is 
not available for public review,” 
Moore said.

Safe at Home Program Coor-
dinator Stacy Scruggs pointed 
to the benefit of giving victims a 
substitute address.

“If you think about yourself as 
a resident of the state of Tennes-
see as you go about your daily 
life, all of the people that you 
give your home address to that 
we really don’t think about on a 
daily basis,” Scruggs said. “For 
victims of domestic violence, 
sexual assault, human traffick-
ing and stalking, every time that 
they give their home address out 
to someone, they are concerned 
about that information potential-
ly becoming a matter of public 
record.”

Safe at home in Wilson County
Program helps 

victims of human 
trafficking regain 

peace of mind

Photos submitted

HomeSafe is a program that runs a 24-hour helpline and provides 
emergency transportation and shelter to victims of domestic vio-
lence, stalking, and human trafficking.

Hypervigilance is common 
among the individuals that 
HomeSafe helps. By getting a 
substitute address through the 
Safe at Home program, victims 
can regain some peace of mind.

HomeSafe is Safe at Home’s local partner in Wilson County, and the 
organization has housed victims of human trafficking, among 
other crimes.

A place 
to play
Lebanon football, 

cheer program seeks 
a field to call home

Submitted

Lebanon Youth Football and Cheer-
leading coach Marquis Cole readies 
the Lebanon green team during 
the program’s spring flag football 
season.
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