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AND MARY CLARE JALONICK

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Lawyers 
for Donald Trump defended him 
against impeachment Friday by 
accusing Democrats of waging a 
campaign of “hatred” against the 
former president and manipulat-
ing his words in the lead-up to the 
deadly siege of the U.S. Capitol. 

Their presentation included a bliz-
zard of their own selectively edited 
fiery comments from Democrats.

The Trump legal team charac-
terized the impeachment case as a 
politically motivated “witch hunt” 
— an outgrowth, they said, of 
years of efforts to drive him from 
office — and they sought to reduce 
the case to Trump’s use of a single 
word, “fight,” in a speech preced-

ing the Jan. 6 riot. They played doz-
ens of clips showing Democrats, 
some of them senators now serv-
ing as jurors, using the same word 
to energize supporters in speeches 
railing against Trump.

“You didn’t do anything wrong” 
in using the word, Trump attorney 
David Schoen told the senators. 
“But, please, stop the hypocrisy.”

The Trump defense team left 

out that what Trump was doing in 
telling his supporters to “fight like 
hell” was to undermine a national 
election after every state had ver-
ified its results, after the Elector-
al College had affirmed them and 
after nearly every election lawsuit 
filed by Trump and his allies had 
been rejected in court. Instead, 
they contended, he was telling the 
crowd to support primary chal-

lenges against his adversaries 
and to press for sweeping election 
reform — something he was enti-
tled to do.

The case is speeding toward a 
conclusion and near-certain acquit-
tal, perhaps as soon as Saturday, 
with Trump’s lawyers making an 
abbreviated presentation that used 
less than three of their allotted 16 
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With the pandemic prompting a downsizing of Wilson County’s usual Dr. Martin 
Luther King Day, the usual proclamation ceremony was postponed. On Friday, 
members of the Black History Committee and others gathered in front of Pickett 
Chapel on East Market Street in Lebanon. Wilson County Mayor Randall Hutto 
delivered remarks about the importance of honoring the past while not forget-
ting its role in shaping the future. From left are Hutto, Sally Bradshaw, Annie Wat-
kins, Bill Moss, Lyn Williams, Harry Harris (red cap), Black History Committee Prin-
cipal Officer Mary Harris and District 20 Commissioner Annette Stafford.

Wilson County honors MLK
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The nation’s top public 
health agency said Friday 
that in-person schooling can 
resume safely with masks, 
social distancing and other 
strategies, but vaccination of 
teachers, while important, is 
not a prerequisite for reopen-
ing.

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
released its long-awaited 
road map for getting stu-
dents back to classrooms in 
the middle of a pandemic. 
But its guidance is just that 
— the agency cannot force 
schools to reopen, and agen-
cy officials were careful to 
say they are not calling for a 
mandate that all U.S. schools 
be reopened.

Of ficials said there is 
strong evidence now that 
schools can reopen, especial-
ly at lower grade levels.

T h e  n e w  g u i d a n c e 

includes many of  the 
same measures previously 
backed by the CDC, but it 
suggests them more force-
fully. It emphasizes that all 
of the recommendations 
must  be implemented 
strictly and consistently to 
keep school safe. It also 
provides more detailed 
suggestions about what 
type of schooling should 
be offered given different 
levels of virus transmis-
sion, with differing advice 
for elementary, middle and 
high schools.

Recommended mea -
sures include hand wash-
ing, disinfection of school 
facilities, diagnostic testing 
and contact tracing to find 
new infections and separate 
infected people from others 
in a school. It’s also more 
emphatic than past guidance 
on the need to wear masks 
in school.

“We know that most clus-
ters in the school setting 
have occurred when there 
are breaches in mask wear-
ing,” Dr. Rochelle Walensky, 

the CDC’s director, said in a 
call with reporters.

Although the guidance 
says vaccinating teachers 
should not be seen as a 
condition to reopen, Wal-
ensky said it can provide 
“an additional layer of pro-
tection.”

The guidance was issued 
as President Joe Biden 
faces increasing pressure 
to deliver on his promise to 
get the majority of schools 
back to in-person teaching 
by the end of his first 100 
days in office. The White 
House said this week that a 
national strategy would be 
guided by science.

“This is free from political 
meddling,” Walensky said.

There’s wide agreement 
that learning in the class-
room is more effective and 
that students can face isola-
tion and learning setbacks 
at home. But teachers 
unions in some areas say 
schools have failed to make 
buildings safe enough to 
return.

CDC: In-person schooling can be done safely

Agency says guidelines 
must be followed

Lawyers: Impeachers just want vengeance
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For low income families liv-
ing in Wilson County, the chal-
lenges they regularly face have 
been amplified by the COVID-
19 pandemic. With businesses 
closing and hours being cut, 
money got tighter for families 
and individuals living at or 
below the poverty line.

Ronnie Kelley serves as the 
Wilson County Civic League 
president. He said this pandem-
ic has hit the people they serve 
the hardest. “People are hav-
ing to make tough decisions,” 
Kelley said, “like choosing 
between buying medicine and 
buying groceries.”

That’s where the league 
comes in with food giveaways. 
With these monthly food 
boxes, they aim to help reduce 
grocery bills so people can put 
that money toward things like 
healthcare and medicine.

“These boxes won’t feed a 
family for an entire month, but 
maybe they can offset food costs 
enough to make other purchases 
possible,” Kelley said.

The WCCL is not alone in 
the endeavor. Through a coa-
lition ef fort they are able to 
conduct the food giveaway. 
The local Head Start program 
assists the WCCL identifying 

families in need and spread-
ing the word about assistance 
programs. Linda Tapley works 
with Head Start and helps out 
with the giveaways.

“We’re always going to be 
more successful if we work 
together,” she said.

Working together might be 
the best way out of this health 
and hunger crisis that didn’t 
just star t last year with the 
virus. League Vice President 
Harry Watkins traced the his-

tory of the disparities African 
Americans and Latinos face in 
this country back to slavery.

“African Americans have 
not always had access to the 
same food as their white coun-
terparts,” Watkins said. “So, 
they developed an eating cul-
ture that relied upon less than 
desirable meat options.”

Watkins used hog’s feet and 
chitlins as examples. Flavor-
ing these foods and vegetables 

FIGHTING AGAINST FOOD INSECURITY
Civic league does 
its part to ensure 
fewer go hungry

Members of the Wil-
son County Civic 
League and Head 
Start Program pre-
pare food boxes for 
distribution during 
the February food 
giveaway on Friday. 
From left are Head 
Start Director Linda 
Tapley, WCCL Vice 
President Harry Wat-
kins, WCCL President 
Ronnie Kelley and 
WCCL Administrator 
Helen Crudup.

Photos by Chandler Inions/
Lebanon Democrat

The Wilson 
County Civic 
League food 
boxes contain 
a variety of 
items, with 
the goal 
being to pro-
vide balanced 
dietary 
options.
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