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A massive snowstorm swept 
through Wilson County on 
Thursday, covering it with six 
inches of snow in some places.

The head of Lebanon’s street 
depar tment, Lee Clark, said 
that while several places with-
in the city had experienced 
significant downfall, his crews 
worked continuously to clear 
up the main roadways.

Aside from a few incidents 
involving fender benders or 
single cars skidding out of con-
trol, Clark said that there had 
not been any permanent road 
closures.

In advance of  the immi-
nent storm, crews set out on 
Wednesday with two tr ucks 
carr ying two brine tanks to 
treat the roads. Facing heavy 
precipitation around the city, 
the street depar tment identi-
fied key traf fic corridors and 
moved to treat these first.

With temperatures approach-
ing single digits  at  night , 
refreezing slush was a con-
cern, which after having melt-
ed could possibly result in 
black ice.

“The temperatures aren’t 
going to cooperate to do any 
thawing,” Clark said on Thurs-
day.

The department head added 
that with temperatures fore-
casted to be as low as they 
were on Friday — with a fore-
casted high in the upper 20s — 
the best hope of clearing was 
Friday’s sunlight.

Clark said that when it actu-
ally started snowing that they 
were re-treating the roads that 
had already been hit during 
their preemptive measures.

“It ’s hard to say that the 
brine helped us when you look 
at it right now,” said Clark. 
“But I believe it did.”

According to Clark, the big-
gest challenge for his depart-
ment was the volume of traffic 
it faced while tr ying to clear 
the roads.

Clark said that before going 
into any winter season, his 
depar tment loads up on the 
salt brine. He estimated that 
the city reserves enough each 
year for three storms of this 
size.

Clark mentioned that he and 
other depar tment heads had 
discussed how early in the win-
ter it was that this storm took 
place.

As long as the conditions 
remained tenuous, Clark urged 
motorists to leave plenty of 
room between themselves and 
the car they are behind. Skid-
ding out of control is a regular 
source of wrecks according to 
Clark.

Getting out in front of the storm
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Old Laguardo Road in Lebanon was covered in snow by midday on 
Thursday.
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Wilson County is moving its 
designated COVID-19 testing 
facility to a new location.

As of Jan. 4, those tests will 
be offered at the Wilson County 
Fairgrounds according to a state-
ment from the Wilson County 
Emergency Management Agen-
cy (WEMA).

The Wilson County Health 
Depar tment will be of fering 
COVID-19 tests at the Wilson 
County Fairgrounds in Lebanon.

Those wishing to receive 
a COVID-19 test should enter 
through James E. Ward Ag 
Road, located off of Tennessee 
Boulevard, and follow the sig-
nage to the testing site. From 
there, residents may remain in 
their vehicles for the duration of 
the test.

Walk-ups are also eligible to 
receive a test.

Self-test kits will be handed 
out at the fairgrounds testing 
site and at the health depart-
ment, located at 927 East Bad-
dour Pkwy. in Lebanon. Self-test 
kits are free and are said to be 
easy to use, and they have a 
turnaround time of approximate-
ly 2-3 days.

The move also applies to the 
vaccination site.

Prior to the move, College 
Hills Church of Christ had 
served as a location for both ser-
vices.

Moving forward, testing will 
be conducted from Monday 
through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. 
until 10:30 a.m., with the excep-
tion of holidays.
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A
fter taking a look 
back into the first four 
months of the year in 

our Tuesday edition and the 
middle four months of the 
year in our Thursday edition, 
we — the editorial staff of 
the Lebanon Democrat — 
conclude our glance back at 
some of the top happenings 
in Wilson County in 2021 by 
focusing on what took place 
from September through 
December.

SEPTEMBER
Mt. Juliet, WEMA  
look at changes

Mt. Juliet’s board of 
commissioners met with 
county officials to discuss 
ambulance relocations that it 
fears could lead to increased 
response times for city 
residents.

The county’s emergency 
management agency, (WEMA), 
is in the process of building 
two new stations on Central 
Pike and Clemmons Road, 
which will house ambulances 
that previously were stored 
at Mt. Juliet fire stations on 
Belinda Parkway and East Hill 
Drive.

The WEMA stations are 
expected to be operational in 
about a year.

Thermo Fisher to bring  
1,400 jobs to the county

Thermo Fisher Scientific 
officials announced in 
September that it would 
be establishing a new 

manufacturing facility in 
Wilson County that will create 
1,400 new jobs.

The company is building a 
new single-use technology-as-
sembly facility, where it will 
produce bioprocess containers 
and fluid-transfer assemblies 
by biopharma companies 

to develop and produce 
therapeutics and vaccines.

Available jobs include 
positions in manufacturing, 
assembling, packaging, 
engineering and site 
leadership.

Wilson County officials depart
Three roles in county 

government 
were vacated 
in September, 
leaving Wilson 
County’s 
commissioners 
to fill them.

Wilson 
County School 
Board member 
Jon White 
resigned, citing 
a need to spend 
more time with 
family.

Long-time 
county judge 
Haywood Barry 
announced his 
retirement from 
the bench.

Meanwhile, 
Wilson County 
Commissioner 
Cyndi Bannach 
stepped down 
from her seat 
after moving 
outside of 
District 2, which 
she represented.

County at a loss  
with unfilled positions

Staffing shortages began 
taking a toll on the county’s 
emergency 
management 
agency 
(WEMA). 
During a 
commission 
meeting in 
September, the 
agency director, 
Joey Cooper, 
described the 
situation as dire straits.

First responders are leaving 
in droves in a problem that 
continues for the county.

Less-than-competitive wages 
have been cited as the primary 
reason for many employees’ 
departures. Looking to 
stop the leak, the county 
commissioned a pay study, 
due back this month, to get 
those responders up to a rate 
comparable with neighboring 
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Amarion Workings helped the Mt. Juliet High football program to a 
6-0 start and its first-ever No. 1 ranking in the Associated Press High 
School Football rankings.
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