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Early voting is less than three 
weeks away, and Lebanon’s may-
oral candidates are gearing up for 
the race.

The Lebanon Wilson Chamber 
of Commerce hosted the election 
cycle’s second candidate forum 
over Zoom on Tuesday, featuring 

one-on-one discussions with Cum-
berland University professor Rick 
Bell, former city councilor Rob 
Cesternino and artist-actor John 
DeMoor.

Incumbent Bernie Ash did not 
attend the forum after testing pos-
itive for COVID-19 last Thursday 
and remains in quarantine. The 
other candidates outlined their plat-
forms and discussed issues facing 
the city, including growth and flood 
management, with moderator Jay 
Hinesley, chair-elect of the cham-
ber board and president of Vander-
bilt Wilson County Hospital.

VISIONS FOR LEBANON

Bell’s campaign is centered 
on fiscal responsibility, ame-
nities and planning for contin-
ued growth. He emphasized 
ongoing efforts that began 
during his 2016-18 term on 
the Lebanon City Council.

“We really have to pro-
tect our established neigh-
borhoods,” he said. “When 
I was on council, we started the 
process of a comprehensive plan 
for the future land use of the city. 
That plan was supposed to take 

one year to complete. As of this 
moment, it’s not finished, and we 
need more urgency than that. If 
we don’t get ahead of growth it’ll 
get ahead of us.”

Bell said he also wants 
to utilize the city’s four 
interstate exits to bring 
in more restaurants and 
shopping centers for the 
community.

“On council we started the 
Sparta Pike Economic Study 
and we started the Hartmann 
Drive Corridor Study,” he 
said. “As of this moment, nei-

ther one of those have been put in 
place. That was supposed to drive 
development in those areas.”

Mayoral candidates share growth, flood plans
Ash absent from latest 

forum after testing 
positive for COVID-19
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Fall is officially here, and fam-
ilies looking for something to do 
have plenty of choices in Wilson 
County.

From pumpkin patches and por-
traits to costumes and corn mazes, 
here are some of the options:

FOX FERRY FARM  
(185 UNDERWOOD  
ROAD, MT. JULIET)

Noon — 6 p.m. Friday and 
Sunday, 9 a.m. — 6 p.m. 
Saturday

Kevin Early and Toby Tombs 
spent the summer fixing up a 
100-year-old barn so Fox Ferry 
Farm could celebrate its opening 
weekend on Sept. 19.

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Wilson County Commission 
approved a funding agreement on 
Monday that will see the county con-
tribute up to $50,000 a year to New 
Leash on Life for spay and neuter 
services.

New Leash on Life Director Ange-
la Chapman said the funding should 
help drive down a growing feral cat 
population and reduce the number of 
animals in the shelter.

“We had COVID shut down all the 
clinics for six weeks, so ever y cat 
that wasn’t fixed went through a heat 
cycle,” she said. “That means that 
not only did we have the cats to deal 
with, but all their kittens as well.”

A $50,000 maximum appropriation 
will now be included in the county’s 
budget ever y year unless commis-
sioners approve a resolution against 
it. New Leash on Life will receive $50 
per cat and $75 per dog spayed or 
neutered.

“That fund typically fixes between 
1,200 and 1,400 cats and dogs a year,” 
Chapman said. “We try to keep the 
cost around $50, and generally peo-
ple contribute a copay … as we learn 
more about animal welfare, we’re 
starting to realize how effective spay 
and neuter services are. The more 
animals we spay and neuter, the 
fewer will need to be put in a shelter.”

The shelter had previously entered 
a three-year agreement with the 
county for $50,000, with the option to 
request extensions starting this year. 
However, they were unable to do so 
after COVID-19 impacted the coun-
ty’s budget process.
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WASHINGTON — With crowds of 
admirers swelling outside, Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg was remem-
bered Wednesday at the court by grieving 
family, colleagues and friends as a prophet 
for justice who persevered against long 
odds to become an American icon.

The court’s eight justices, masked along 
with everyone else because of the corona-
virus pandemic, gathered for the first time 
in more than six months for the ceremony 
to mark Ginsburg’s death from cancer last 
week at age 87 after 27 years on the court.

Washington already is consumed 
with talk of Ginsburg’s replacement, 
but Chief Justice John Roberts focused 
on his longtime colleague.

The best words to describe 
Ginsburg are “tough, brave, a 
fighter, a winner,” Roberts said, 
but also “thoughtful, careful, 
compassionate, honest.”

The woman who late in life 
became known in admiration 
as the Notorious RBG “want-
ed to be an opera virtuoso, but 
became a rock star instead,” 
Rober ts said. Ginsburg’s two chil-
dren, Jane and James, and other family 
members sat on one side of the casket, 
across from the justices.

With her portrait on display nearby, 
Ginsburg’s flag-draped casket sat in 

the court’s Great Hall for the private 
service before it was moved outside so 
the public could honor her Wednesday 

and Thursday. Health precau-
tions because of the pandemic 
led the court to limit the num-
ber of people inside the build-
ing, which has been closed to 
the public since March.

Thousands of people were 
expected to pay their respects 
to the women’s rights champion 
and leader of the court’s liberal 
bloc. Her casket, carried inside 

past her former law clerks who lined 
the courthouse steps, is to be on pub-
lic view until 10 p.m. Wednesday and 
9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Thursday.

Ginsburg remembered as prophet for justice, American icon
Colleagues, family, 

friends mark her passing
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County’s pumpkin patches,  
corn mazes ready for fall harvest
Where to shop  

local this season

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

Fox Ferry Farm in Mt. Juliet receives a new shipment of pumpkins and gourds in preparation for 
the community’s visits this weekend.SEE FALL/PAGE A5
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