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advance in football playoffs. B175 cents

A construction blasting incident 
on TN 109 left drivers stuck in traf-
fic for several hours on Friday, as 
responders worked to repair and 
pave the affected lanes.

According to Wilson County 
EMA, the blast “buckled” the road-
way near Bloodworth Road, pri-
marily damaging the southbound 
lane. No injuries were reported.

“Damage to the roadway 
occurred when Vulcan’s sub-
contractor was blasting the rock 
adjacent to the road,” Tennessee 
Department of Transportation 
Region 3 Community Relations 
Officer Kathryn Schulte said. 
“According to the personnel at the 
scene, a blast went under the road-
way and lifted it up about 3 feet.”

SEE BLASTING/PAGE A6

Construction 
blasting 
‘buckles’ 

Highway 109

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Traffic snarled 
for hours

Mt. Juliet’s sidewalk project 
on Belinda Parkway has been 
upended due to the subcontractor 
responsible for the job neglecting 
to build to TDOT code, according 
to the city.

The city contracted Sessions 
Paving to handle the development 
of what’s called the Belinda Park-
way pedestrian connector. The 
connector is essentially a side-
walk installation spanning Belinda 
from the intersection of the Provi-
dence Greenway trail to Sgt. Jerry 
Mundy Memorial Park.

Mt. Juliet City Engineer Matt  

SEE SIDEWALK/PAGE A6

Mt. Juliet at 
odds with 
contractor 

on sidewalk 
project

BY CEDRIC DENT JR.
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

City says work not 
done to specifications, 

withholds payment

Scott Benson was only a few 
months into his senior year at MTSU 
when he received an unexpected call.

India Company, the Marine Corps 
reserve unit he joined after high 
school, was traveling to Saudi Arabia 

to serve in the Gulf War.
“I remember receiving the phone 

call that our Marine unit was being 
activated in support of Operation 
Desert Shield,” Benson said. “My  
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Area veterans honored 
with program, parade

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Area veterans greet the crowd  
during the Lebanon/Wilson  

County’s Veterans Day parade, held 
on Monday before a program at  

the Wilson County Veterans Plaza.

Ethan Steinquest • Lebanon Democrat

Benson tells of duty 
during Operation 

Desert Shield

CU rededicates WWII monument

Photos by Mike Alexieff • Lebanon Democrat

A soldier dressed in a WWII Army uniform stands next to the Tennessee 
Maneuvers monument at Cumberland University on Monday morning as 
Tennessee Department of Veterans Services Commissioner Courtney 
Rogers speaks during ceremonies rededicating the monument. Rogers, a 
retired Air Force lieutenant colonel, was one of several officers, active 
duty and retired, who spoked during the Veterans Day event. Retired 
Army Col. Jerry McFarland gave a history of the manuevers, and Maj. 
Gen. Jeff H. Holmes, Tennessee adjutant general, also spoke. The maneu-
vers brought 850,000 troops through Middle Tennessee from fall 1942 to 
spring 1944 for large scale training and were headquartered at Cumber-
land University. McFarland said 268 soldiers and nine civilians died dur-
ing the period in various accidents, including 21 soldiers who drowned 
trying to cross the Cumberland River at Averitts Ferry in March 1944.

Above: Cumberland University President Paul C. Stumb, himself 
a retired Navy commander, welcomes guests to the rededication 
ceremony Monday at the university. Below: Members of the 
278th Armored Calvary Regiment of the Tennessee National 
Guard present the colors during Monday’s ceremony at Cumber-
land University.
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