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SPORTS
Mt. Juliet Middle School’s football field 

will be named Barry Wilmore Field in 

honor of astronaut Barry Wilmore B175 cents

Lebanon’s newest school will 
be named in honor of two long-
time champions of education — 
and board members — Steve 
Jones and Andy Brummett.

L e b a n o n 
Special  School 
District’s Jones 
Br ummett  Ele-
mentar y School, 
1530 Har tmann 
Drive, will break 
ground this fall 
and is scheduled 
to open August 2021.

“It’s really an honor and very 
humbling to me,” Jones said. “I 
was totally shocked by it.”

B r u m m e t t 
said, “It’s a little 
bit overwhelming 
when you think 
about it ,  when 
you consider all 
the options they 
had.”

District Direc-
tor  Scott  Ben-

son made the announcement 
in a news release, and said the 
choice was made by a committee 

that considered recommenda-
tions from 300 people. It was a 
unanimous decision.

“The name is very fitting and 
celebrates the long time dedica-
tion and service of Steve Jones 
and Andy Brummett who have 
made tremendous contributions 
to the LSSD students, families, 
and teachers,” Benson said in 
the release.

Both Jones and Brummett 
had their legacies in mind when 

talking about what the honor 
means to them.

“My grandkids are really 
excited about it,” Jones said. 
“Their kids will be going there 
someday.”

“No. 1, it’s the support of the 
people that they felt I was wor-
thy,” Brummett said. “It gives 
you a warm feeling that you’ve 
had an impact.”
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New school to be named for Jones, Brummett

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Steve Jones Andy 
Brummett

Lebanon district 
honors longtime 

chairman, educator

The Wilson County Fair will feature 
one new thrill ride and several new kid-
die rides and attractions this year.

The 2019 fair, which opens on Friday 
and closes on Aug. 26 will have 57 rides 
and attractions this year — seven more 
than the 2018 fair.

Several of these new attractions are 
par t of a “bounce zone” for smaller 
children. David Grimm, the director 
of business development and market-
ing for Reithoffer Shows, the company 
providing the rides, said the “bounce 
zone” will be for children with heights 
between 30 and 36 inches tall. The area 
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IT’S FAIR TIME!

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Mt. Juliet commissioners finally filled 
the District 4 seat as Gerard Bullock 
urged commissioners to support another 
candidate to avoid an otherwise certain 
special election.

The vote for an appointee qualified 
as unfinished business from the July 22 
meeting, which was not adjourned but, 
rather, suspended for lack of a quorum 
once Mayor Ed Hagerty and Commis-
sioner Art Giles left the building. Back in 
session Monday night, the board moved 
the vote to the end of the agenda.

Candidates had to once again be 
renominated. Giles nominated Jim Brad-
shaw again. Vice Mayor James Maness 
nominated Gerard Bullock, and Hager-
ty nominated Jennifer Milele. As usual, 
Bradshaw received one aye from Giles 
against three nays, and Bullock received 
two ayes from Maness and Commis-
sioner Ray Justice with two nays from 
Hagerty and Giles.

Maness and Justice, however, both 
unexpectedly voted in favor of Milele 
along with Hagerty. The three votes gave 
Milele the seat. Like many in the room, 
Milele said she was “totally caught off 
guard.”

“I expected it to go to special election 
and was prepared to campaign. I was just 
speechless,” Milele said.

Maness credited Gerard Bullock with 
the sacrifice that made the appointment 
possible, saying that it was indicative of 
the kind of character that made him vote 
for Bullock in the first place.

Before Monday’s meeting, Bullock 
emailed Justice and Maness, the two who 
voted for him. In it, he thanked them for 
their support. Bullock wrote that a special 
election would be “irresponsible” and that, 
to avoid it, he wanted to set aside his ambi-
tion for the seat and encourage Justice 
and Maness to vote their conscience.

SEE SEAT/PAGE A5

Mt. Juliet 
has new city 

commissioner

BY CEDRIC DENT JR.
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Bullock cedes to  
Milele for District 4 seat

Georgia Gallagher | Lebanon Democrat

The Century Wheel Ferris Wheel will be returning to the Wilson County Fair in 2019. It will be located on the northwest side of the 
fairgrounds.

The Wilson County Fair 
opens with a flag raising at 
5 p.m. in front of the Wilson 
County Exposition Center.

HOURS

The grounds will open 
at 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, 10 a.m. on Saturday 
and noon on Sunday. 

COST

Admission is free for 
children ages 5 and under, 
$6 for children between 
the ages of 6 and 12 and 
$12 for adults. Season 

tickets are also available 
for $45, which gives 
admission to all nine days 
of the fair. All tickets can be 
purchased online at www.
wilsoncountyfair.net.

PARKING

There is limited $5 
preferred parking on site. 
Free satellite parking will be 
at Cumberland University’s 
football parking lot (old 
Lebanon High School), with 
buses running from 4 p.m. 
to 11 p.m. The address is 

415 Harding Drive.
Handicap parking is 

located in the parking 
lot of the Wilson County 
Exposition Center.

MAP

A map of the grounds is 
on Page A8.

MORE INFORMATION

Visit www.
wilsoncountyfair.net to 
purchase tickets, find ticket 
discounts and the schedule 
of events, and locate any 
additional information.

WILSON COUNTY FAIR

What if you held a job fair, but 
nobody came.

That was the situation Wednesday 
at the the American Job Center in 
Lebanon. Ten companies and orga-
nizations showed up in the hopes of 
attracting employees, but few potential 
workers joined them.

“There are just more jobs than 
there are people right now,” said 

Nathaniel Dawson, a representative 
for Yates Services. 

Wednesday’s fair was aimed at con-
necting employers to potential candi-
dates.

Those with booths were Allied 
Universal, Yates Services, Staffing 
Network, Landscaping Services Inc., 
Metro Industrial, Quality Services, 
School Bus Consultants, Geodis, Pen-
nant Moulding, and Custom Packag-
ing.

The fair started at 9 a.m. and by 11 
a.m. only three jobseekers had come 
by. Employers speculated that this 
was because the economy in Middle 
Tennessee is booming. The June job-
less rate in Wilson County was 3.3%, 
according to the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Labor and Workforce Devel-
opment. May’s unemployment rate 
was 2.5%.

Yates Services isn’t the only compa-
ny suffering from being short-staffed.

SEE JOB/PAGE A6

Job fair struggles to attract job seekers

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Georgia Gallagher | Lebanon Democrat

Employers at Wednesday’s American Job Center job fair in 
Lebanon wait for potential employees to show up. The low 
unemployment rate is making it hard for companies to fill 
positions.

Low jobless rate makes workers hard to find
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