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Thanks to a nonprofit coming to 
Wilson County, residents over the age 
of 55 can sign up for a membership 
to a ride-hailing service which caters 
exclusively to them.

Wilson Rides Inc. will pair volunteer 
drivers with seniors in need of a ride 
whether it’s to a doctor’s appointment 
or the grocery store. The goal is to 

give seniors without vehicular mobility 
a way to get around town without hav-
ing to ask friends or family.

If all goes according to plan, Wilson 
Rides will be up and running by next 
month said the organization’s execu-
tive director, Gaye Lynn Wilson.

Wilson said the service is for “those 
no longer driving, incapable of driving 
at the moment or who rarely drive.

“When we think of seniors, we 

think 80-90 years old, but really it can 
be anybody 55 and up.”

Fifty-five is the age requirement to 
join the Lebanon Senior Citizens Cen-
ter, so Wilson said that it made sense 
to include everyone over 55.

“The benefits of using Wilson Rides 
is that it helps the seniors stay con-
nected with the community.”

All riders will have to be Wilson 
County residents and the destination 

they select will also have to be in Wil-
son County.

Wilson said it its natural that some 
seniors might be wary of getting picked 
up by someone they don’t know. How-
ever, they’ll have a chance to see a pic-
ture of the driver before they arrive and 
will be able to communicate with them 
for a week prior to the pick up.
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Lebanon Police Department Public Information Officer Sgt. P.J. Hardy addresses local and Nashville media Monday morning from Stone-
bridge subdivision, near where a double homicide took place on Whispering Oaks Drive.
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Above left: Wilson County has a new historical marker, this time at the site of Gladeville United Methodist Church. The sign, unveiled Sun-
day, commemorates the land sale by Benjamin Hooker that provided early Gladeville UMC parishioners a place to worship. It also recog-
nizes John Rice, a Methodist circuit rider who was the first preacher of the church built on the land. Several Hooker and Rice descendants 
still worship in Gladeville. After the ceremony, they got together for a photograph by the new sign. Pictured, from left, are Robert Wilson, 
Danny Wilson, Ed Bland, Joyce Bland, Jimmy Bland, Amber Bland, Sheree Bland. Taking the photos are Judy Swain, left and Marcy Carter. 
Above right: A member of Gladeville UMC’s Historic Committee, David Dill, unveils the sign in front of the church for the first time, as the 
church historian J.E. Swain delivered remarks to a crowd gathered beneath the church awning.

Gladeville church dedicates marker
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Dozens of Americans are 
rolling up their sleeves for a 
third dose of COVID-19 vac-
cine — this time, shots tweaked 
to guard against a worrisome 
mutated version of the virus.

Make no mistake: The vac-
cines currently being rolled 
out across the U.S. offer strong 
protection. But new studies of 
experimental updates to the 
Moderna and Pfizer vaccines 
mark a critical first step toward 
an alternative if the virus eventu-
ally outsmarts today’s shots.

“We need to be ahead of the 
virus,” said Dr. Nadine Roupha-
el of Emory University, who is 
helping to lead a study of Mod-
erna’s tweaked candidate. “We 
know what it’s like when we’re 
behind.”

It’s not clear if or when pro-
tection would wane enough to 
require an update but, “realis-
tically we want to turn COVID 
into a sniffle,” she added.

Viruses constantly evolve, and 
the world is in a race to vacci-
nate millions and tamp down the 
coronavirus before even more 
mutants emerge. More than 119 
million Americans have had at 
least one vaccine dose, and 22% 
of the population is fully vacci-
nated, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. Much of the rest of the 
world is far behind that pace.

Already an easier-to-spread 
version found in Britain just 
months ago has become the 
most common variant now circu-
lating in the United States, one 
that’s for tunately vaccine-pre-
ventable.

But globally, there’s con-
cern that first-generation vac-
cines may offer less protection 
against a dif ferent variant that 
first emerged in South Africa. 
All the major vaccine makers are 
tweaking their recipes in case 
an update against that so-called 
B.1.351 virus is needed. Now 
experimental doses from Mod-
erna and Pfizer are being put to 
the test.

In suburban Atlanta, Emory 
asked people who received Mod-
erna’s original vaccine a year 
ago in a first-stage study to also 
help test the updated shot. Vol-
unteer Cole Smith said returning 
wasn’t a tough decision.

Tweaked 

COVID-19 

vaccines 

aim to fend 

off variants
Testing underway  

in case virus mutates
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Three people are dead, 
including one Lebanon resident 
and her daughter, following a 
Monday morning shooting on 
Whispering Oaks Drive in the 

Stonebridge subdivision 
off Leeville Pike.

The suspect, Shaun 
Varsos, 36, of Nash-
ville, fled the scene in 
a rented 2020 Nissan 
Pathfinder and was 
later found dead of a 
self-inflicted gunshot in 
Nashville.

Lebanon Police Department’s 
Public Information Officer Sgt. 
P.J. Hardy confirmed the two 

victims to be Varsos’ 
wife, Marie Varsos, 31, 
and his mother-in-law, 
Deborah Sisco, 60. Both 
were pronounced dead 
at the scene.

U s i n g  G P S  f r o m 
the rental vehicle, law 
enforcement tracked 
Varsos’ movement into 

Davidson County. Tennessee 
Highway Patrol and Nash-
ville Metro Police assisted in 

finding the vehicle on Harpeth 
Knoll Road in Bellevue, near 
where Varsos once lived with 
his wife. He was found dead in 
the driver’s seat. Authorities 
said he had been injured in 
the shooting in Stonebridge, 
but it’s not clear which of the 
victims shot him. Hardy said 
Varsos used a shotgun to kill 
Marie Varsos and her mother.

2 killed in Lebanon shooting
Suspect found dead  

in Nashville, was 
married to one victim

Shaun Varsos

Program offers seniors much-needed rides

Gaye  
Lynn  
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