
LEBANON 
DEMOCRAT

THURSDAY-

FRIDAY
Nov. 18-19, 2021

$1

Lebanon, 

Watertown, 

Green Hill seek to 

advance to final 

four.

Page B1

Classifieds B5-6

Comics B7

Editorial A4

Obituaries A3

Sports B1-3, B6

Television B4

Joe Fitzgerald, James Estes, Mary 

Brown

Page A3

OBITUARIES INSIDE SPORTS

 n n

CONNECT WITH US

Connect with us socially. 

Get the e-edition at 

lebanondemocrat.com.

C

lebanondemocrat.com.

n n

BY CHANDLER INIONS
CINIONS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Wilson County Commis-
sion voted on Monday evening 
to cer tify new voting 
districts after redrawing 
them to align with the lat-
est population census.

However, it did not 
pass unanimously, with 
four commissioners dis-
senting.

County commissioners 
Sonja Robinson, Tommy 
Jones,  Kevin Cost ly 
and Annette Stafford all 
voted no for the redrawn district 
maps. Jones and Stafford were 

actually members of the redis-
tricting committee, and during 
the committee process, both 
voted in opposition to the new 
map. Their effort was defeated 
by a 3-2 vote, which resulted in 
the current map being proposed 
to the full county commission for 
consideration.

Every 10 years, the US con-
ducts a census, and those num-
bers are used to determine pop-

ulation representation in 
local government. The 
map that the commis-
sioners voted for Mon-
day reflects those totals.

Prior to the vote, Staf-
ford said that she wanted 
it on the official record 
that she would not vote 
for something that didn’t 
align with her constitu-
ents’ interests.

“I voted against it because my 
constituency was not satisfied 

with the way the district went 
out farther west,” Stafford said 
after the meeting. “They would 
have preferred it went north or 
south. It makes it that much far-
ther from the voting precincts 
we have.”

Due to population growth con-
centrated in specific portions of 
the county, several districts in 
Mt. Juliet and Lebanon became 
significantly smaller geographi-
cally. Some of the more rural dis-
tricts saw the greatest increase 
in physical size.

Stafford said that her constitu-
ents “felt like there was enough 
growth in our area to cover what 
we needed covered, so they 
weren’t satisfied with the lines 
being drawn.”

The commissioner acknowl-
edged that “you can’t satisfy 
everybody and you don’t always 

Wilson County votes for new districts
Bill passes as 4 
commissioners 

oppose

File photo

Members of the Wilson County Redistricting Committee listen in as the 
administrator of elections, Phillip Warren (standing), shows the current 
district layout during a meeting in September. Pictured are (clockwise 
from left) Warren, Terry Ashe, Annette Stafford, Sue Vanatta, Tommie 
Jones, Lauren Breeze and Jerry McFarland.
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After a dog breeder in Iowa 
racked up nearly 200 code vio-
lations of the Animal Welfare 
Act, the Lebanon-based Animal 
Rescue Corps (ARC) answered 
the call for help. Approximately 
100 rescued dogs were recent-
ly brought to the Middle Ten-
nessee facility for examination, 
documentation and relocation.

With such a high volume of 
animals, the organization had a 
high demand for volunteers to 
help sort through chaos. When 
word went out, volunteers from 
around the countr y began 
making their way to Lebanon 
to offer a hand.

One duo of volunteers, a 
mother and daughter from 
New England, decided that 
the opportunity lined up per-
fectly with the mother’s birth-
day wish. Jessica Guerette of 

Maine, and her mother Cathy 
Sterns of New Hampshire, 
wanted to do something unique 
for the latter’s 60th birthday.

Reversing the conventional 
flow of gifts, the two instead 
explored ways to lend a hand 
to their fellow man. After 
organizing fundraising for a 
Nor theast organization that 
aids homeless and displaced 
people, they still had approxi-

mately $750 left to donate else-
where.

After the call went out for 
volunteers, instead of just send-
ing the ARC a check, Guerette 
and her mother decided to 
travel down to Lebanon.

Guerette said that the entire 
trip almost didn’t happen.

“It was so last minute,” Gue-
rette said. “My mother was 
supposed to work, but she got 

cleared the same day she got 
an email from (ARC) about 
their need for volunteers.”

For Guerette and her moth-
er, the trip provided a chance 
to continue their streak of mak-
ing positive impacts while also 
reuniting two people who had 
not spent a lot of time together 
over the last 18 months.

Animal Rescue Corps’ latest 
endeavor called in the calvary 

Through the 
volunteer efforts 

friendships, 
memories made

Submitted

Cathy Stearns (at left) and her daughter, Jessica Guerette, turned Stearns’ 60th birthday into a volunteer 
trip down south. Guerette said that the reunion with her mom after COVID’s disruptions to normal life 
and being able to help animals in need was a joint blessing.
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A request for a proposed 
rezoning for 29 acres in Leba-
non’s Bluebird Urban Renewal 
subdivision has drawn opposi-
tion from neighbors who made 
their voices heard before the 
city.

During a Lebanon Plan-
ning Commission meeting on 
Monday, multiple individuals, 
including county commission-
er Annette Stafford, raised con-
cerns about rezoning 29 acres 
into 76 parcels. The move would 
rezone the area to a medi-
um-density RS9 district. It is 
currently zoned R2, which is a 
high-density district that does 
not have a lot of restrictions on 
what can be built, in essence any 
kind of residential development.

RS9, on the other hand, has 
restrictions related to lot-size 
minimums. Those objecting 
to the move say this measure 
doesn’t go far enough to prevent 
development that is degrading 
to the neighborhood and want to 
see the rezoning move to RS12.

The dif ference between RS9 
and RS12 primarily involves 
those limitations on lot-size min-
imum.

One of the principal objectors, 
Mary Harris, lives on CL Mani-
er Street with her husband, near 
the proposed subdivision. When 
the proper ty next to her was 
purchased, plans were made  

Planning 
panel faces 
opposition 

from 
community
Bluebird subdivision 
neighbors dissatisfied 
with latest rezoning 

proposal
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Watertown will be celebrating 
Thanksgiving a little early this 
year with a community-based 
event on the city square this 
weekend.

For the second year, Friends-
giving, will give Watertown res-
idents a chance to mingle and 
dine with those who also call the 
city home. It will be the second 
such event after a successful first 
run last year.

Watertown East Wilson Cham-
ber of Commerce President Aus-
tin Floyd said that the dinner last 
year was “perfect.”

“Several families joined us,” 
Floyd said. “And we expect more 
to come join us this year.”

Part of the event will spotlight 
local businesses on and around 
the square, such as the Adopt-
ed Farmhouse Coffee Compa-
ny, Watertown Flower Shop and 
Nail Street Junction. These busi-
nesses and others will be open 

for their usual hours during the 
event.

Floyd said that several local 
businesses and organizations 
were donating the food to help 
make the event possible.

There will be tables set up on 
the square for diners to relax 
while they enjoy their holiday 
meal. The best part is the fact its 
free to attend.

Everyone is invited to attend. 
The celebration will be held from 
3 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday.

Watertown to host Friendsgiving on Saturday 
Free dining event 

on the square 
allows resident to 
mingle and dine
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Shining
Stars

Cade Mahoney - Green Hill
97 yards passing, 90 yards rushing.

2 total touchdowns
Green Hill Defense -

Allowed only 173 total yards
also had 4 quarterback sacks
Jaylen Abston - Lebanon

11 of 17 passing for 119 yards, 2 Touchdowns
16 carries 69 yards 2 touchdowns

Brayden Cousino - Watertown
5 of 6 passing for 49 yards

15 carries, 92 yards, game-winning touchdown
Also added and interception on defense

Watertown Defense -
Allowed only 130 yards of offense

forced 2 turnoversSponsored by City of Lebanon Gas Department
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