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Recovery underway

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Wilson County is on the 
road to recovery after a torna-
do swept through the area on 
Tuesday morning, with a major-
ity of power lines and road clo-
sures no longer impacting citi-
zens.

The death toll in the county 
has also held at three individu-
als, despite initial reports of a 
fourth victim found in Lebanon 
on Tuesday evening.

“We do not have a reported 
fatality in the city,” Lebanon 
Police Depar tment Sgt. P.J. 
Hardy said. “We had taken a 
citizen out of their home and 
were told he had died later on, 
but that person has since been 
resuscitated and is alive.”

Wilson County Mayor Randall 
Hutto said the community as a 
whole has done well in moving 
forward after the damage.

“I think overall when you 
look around there’s been a 
great response,” he said. “Peo-
ple have reached out in many 
dif ferent facets. Those groups 
consist of volunteers, church-
es, city leaders and emergency 
personnel, and the county orga-
nizations have also played a big 
part. With all of those people 
working together we’ve done 
really well.”

In the days immediately fol-
lowing the storm, the primary 
focus was on repairing power 
lines and clearing roadways.

A majority of the county’s 
remaining road closures are in 
Mt. Juliet, but Mt. Juliet Police 
Department Capt. Tyler Chan-
dler expects to see a shift in 
momentum over the weekend.

“We’re hoping for some relief 
with Golden Bear Gateway at 
the end of the day on Friday,” 
he said. “A lot of our roadways 
are stabilizing right now and it’s 
likely if it continues that way 
we’ll be able to scale back our 
operations on Sunday.”

Chandler said that means a 
more focused operation based 
out of the depar tment’s com-
mand office, with less need for 
community members who have 
spent the week cleaning up 
damages.

“Our volunteers have been 
doing a great job with cleanup,” 
he said, noting the number of 
people who turned up on Fri-
day. “We have around 1,000 
people out there right now, and 
another wave coming later in 
the afternoon.”

Lebanon is also on track to 
have all city-owned roadways 

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The scene was enough to 
bring Steven Samra to tears.

Only two hours beforehand, 
the Lebanon man had left his 
tornado-damaged home near 
StoneBridge for a trip to Prov-
idence. When he returned, vol-
unteers filled the entire street 
as they worked to clear limbs 
and debris.

“It’s incredibly humbling 
to have these people out here 
helping us,” Samra said. “And 
it tells me more about the spir-

it of my community than any-
thing I’ve ever seen. I think the 
biggest lesson for me and my 
family is that when we see this 
happen again, we’ll be the first 
ones at the door to volunteer 
because we know what it’s like 
to feel powerless.”

Samra was planning to travel 
to Washington, D.C., for his job 
on Tuesday morning before 
the tornado struck, totaling his 
wife’s vehicle and scattering 
trees across the backyard.

Hundreds unite to combat tornado’s destructive wake 

LPD helms large-scale volunteer effort

Photos by Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

Volunteers sift through wreckage during a cleanup effort organized by the Lebanon Police Department in the wake of Tuesday morning’s 
tornado.

Mike Galaway, left, and David Shoulders were among several volun-
teers who brought chainsaws to clear out fallen trees.

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

One of Wilson County’s most 
popular tourist attractions was 
heavily damaged by Tuesday’s 
tornado.

“Real bad” is how Gwen 
Scott described Fiddlers Grove 
Historical Village. Scott runs 
the site, which is on the Wilson 
County Fairgrounds in eastern 
Lebanon. More than 200,000 
people visit the attraction each 
year.

About 25 of the village’s 60 
buildings were damaged or 
destroyed.

“First we’re looking at the 
history that is lost,” Scott said 
Thursday. “The original ‘Hee-
Haw’ stage is completely gone. 

The Tates Crossing building  
is gone.”

Fiddlers Grove hosts thou-
sands of schoolchildren each 
year, who come to tour the vil-

lage and learn about early Ten-
nessee history.

Scott said tours usually start 
in April, and she’s already get-
ting prepared to establish new 

routes through the village to 
avoid the damaged and miss-
ing structures.

The village also hosts events, 
and this weekend a wedding 
was scheduled. It will go on, 
but not in the same way as 
originally planned, Scott said.

Helen McPeak, executive 
director of Wilson County Pro-
motions, said the fairgrounds 
themselves came through the 
storm relatively unscathed.

McPeak and Scott both 
said they were glad the torna-
do came through early in the 
morning, rather than at a time 
when many people could have 
been on the grounds or in the 
village. McPeak, whose organi-
zation runs the Wilson County 
Fair, said two of those killed in 
hard-hit Putnam County were 
involved in its fair.

Popular tourist attraction heavily hit during storm
Fiddlers Grove  

sees 25 buildings 
damaged or destroyed

Mike Alexieff/Lebanon Democrat

Gwen Scott, center, Fiddlers Grove Historical Village’s coordinator, 
examines a pickup bed full of items picked up by employees Shate-
na Cowan, left, and Minnie McReynolds.

SEE UNITE/PAGE A6

SEE TOURIST/PAGE A7

County 
bouncing 
back from 
tornado

Death toll holds at 
three; most roads 

open, power restored
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