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The Wilson County Sherif f ’s Office 
and Lebanon Police Department held 
a press conference Sunday afternoon 
in which they emphasized the safety of 
those attending the Wilson County Fair.

“The Wilson County Fair, as everyone 

knows, is one of the most premier fairs 
not only in the state of Tennessee, but 
in the country,” Lt. Scott Moore of the 
WCSO said during the press conference. 
“We take a lot of pride in the preparation 
for the safety of this fair.”

Lebanon Sgt. P.J. Hardy said there 
would be no changes to security prepa-

rations and that this is among the type 
of incidents for which law enforcement 
trains. Technology is also being used 
to boost security at the fair, including 
facial recognition software, license plate 
readers and “countless” cameras, accord-
ing to Hardy. Screening techniques are 
also used by law enforcement to look for 

potential troublemakers.
A disturbance occurred around 10:15 

p.m. Saturday after a group of teenagers 
reportedly yelled that a shooting was 
taking place, which caused hundreds of 
people to panic and flee the area.
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Officials: Fair safe after incident
BY CHRIS GREGORY

LEBANON DEMOCRAT

Four  Tennessee  House 
Republicans, including a Signal 
Mountain lawmaker, are set to 
square off Thursday in an elec-
tion to become the new “face” 
of the House GOP Caucus.

A relatively late entrant into 
the contest, Patsy Hazlewood of 
Signal Mountain is vying with 
Reps. Michael Curcio of Dick-
son, Jeremy Faison of Cosby 
and Jerry Sexton of Bean Sta-
tion to become the new GOP 
caucus chair.

It comes with current chair 
Rep. Cameron Sexton of Cross-
ville expected to be elected 
House speaker Friday on the 
floor, replacing Republican 
Glen Casada, who resigned the 
chamber’s top post under pres-
sure following a series of politi-
cal blowups and a majority of 
his own caucus saying they no 
longer had confidence in his 
ability to lead the chamber.

The GOP Caucus chair post 
is “extremely impor tant” to 
Republicans, said House Major-
ity Leader William Lamberth, 
R-Portland.

“To a large part, that’s the 
face of your caucus, for a lot 
of public outreach, for a lot of 
planning in election years, for a 
lot of coordinating between cau-
cus members and, yes, it does 
assist with fundraising,” Lam-
berth said.

While campaign fundraising 
under caucus bylaws falls to 
the majority leader, “it’s always 
been a team effort,” Lamberth 
said.

“The caucus chair really is 
kind of the person who is the 
glue that holds your caucus 
together by coordinating every-
thing that the caucus does” in 
areas ranging from meetings 
of GOP lawmakers, positions 
on bills, fund raising and social 
events.
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House GOP 
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leader
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CHATTANOOGA TIMES FREE PRESS

NASHVILLE — The Tennessee 
Court of Appeals ruled on Friday 
that the state does not have the 
right to withhold ordinary public 
records just because they become 
part of a criminal investigation.

The Friday ruling overturned a 
lower court’s decision and clarified 

when the criminal investigation 
exception applies to public records 
requests.

The lawsuit was brought by 
WTVF-TV reporter Phil Williams, 
who was investigating reports of 
an affair between two state offi-
cials that may have involved the 
use of public funds. He request-
ed records under the Tennessee 

Public Records Act in June 2018, 
including expense reports and 
phone logs.

The state refused to turn over 
the records, saying they were 
part of a criminal investigation. It 
cited an earlier case where media 
organizations were denied records 
from an active police investigation 
of a rape.

Before Williams’ case could go 
to court, the investigation ended 
and the state turned over the 
records. But the trial court agreed 
to hear the case anyway, reasoning 
that it involved a question of impor-
tant public policy. The trial court 
ruled in favor of the state’s denial 
of the records.

The state argued against grant-

ing an appeal, saying the case 
was moot. But the appeals court 
agreed to hear it, reasoning that 
the case “concerns governmen-
tal transparency and the ability of 
Tennessee citizens to access infor-
mation related to the workings of 
their public officials.”
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State court of appeals sides with media in public records dispute
BY TRAVIS LOLLER
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Mt. Juliet Christian Acade-
my’s Future Farmers of Amer-
ica (FFA) chapter will be pre-
senting a horse booth at the 
Wilson County Fair.

Mt. Juliet Christian Acad-
emy is the first private, Chris-
tian school in Tennessee to 
of fer an FFA program. The 
program is led by Brittany Bar-
nett, a Mt. Juliet native who is 
a three-time World Champion 
Equine Coach.

During its first year in 2018 
the FFA chapter had many bar-
riers, like deciding where to 
house the animals. First Bap-
tist Church of Mt. Juliet and 
MJCA were able to provide an 
older portable for the animals, 
and the program has continued 
to grow ever since.

Students involved in the FFA 
chapter have been competing 
in various events around Ten-
nessee, such as the hay bale 
decorating contest at the Wil-
son County Fair. Students also 
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Mt. Juliet Christian Academy FFA 
to present at Wilson County Fair

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
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Brand new 
chapter hosting 

horse booth

Photo courtesy of Mt. Juliet Christian Academy FFA

From left: Savannah Brewer, Tanner Hollingsworth, Clayton Manning, Russell Prater, and Mrs. Brittany 
Barnett of Mt. Juliet Christian Academy FFA at the Wilson County Livestock Show. MJCA FFA is in its sec-
ond year as a chapter and is hosting a booth at the Wilson County Fair, as well as competing in several 
categories of sheep showing.

The Wilson County Fair continues through 
Saturday.

HOURS
The grounds will open at 5 p.m. Monday 

through Friday, 10 a.m. on Saturday and noon 
on Sunday.

COST
Admission is free for children ages 5 and 

under, $6 for children between the ages of 
6 and 12 and $12 for adults. Season tickets 
are also available for $45, which gives 
admission to all nine days of the fair. All 
tickets can be purchased online at www.
wilsoncountyfair.net.

PARKING
There is limited $5 preferred parking on site. 

Free satellite parking will be at Cumberland 
University’s football parking lot (old Lebanon 
High School), with buses running from 4 p.m. 
to 11 p.m. The address is 415 Harding Drive.

Handicap parking is located in the parking 
lot of the Wilson County Exposition Center.

SCHEDULE
Today’s highlights: Kentucky Headhunters 

in concert, Feeder Pig Show, FFA Ag Olympics, 
Go Kart Races-Yard Carts.

Wednesday highlights: Jr. Open and 4H 
Central Regional Dairy Cattle Show, School 
Spirit Kickoff, Community Youth Rally, 4 

wheelers and dirt bikes.
Thursday highlights: Commercial Ewe and 

Market Lamb Show, Old Time Spelling Bee 
Competition, Side by Side Cruisin’ & Rodeo.

Friday highlights: Lawn Mower Demolition 
Derby, Jazz Alliance, Sheep Dog Trials, Beef 
Cattle Show II.

Saturday highlights: Closing parade at 6 
p.m., Fiddlers Grove Bluegrass Competition, 
Square Dancing Jamboree, Horseshoe 
Pitching Competition.

MORE INFORMATION
Visit www.wilsoncountyfair.net to purchase 

tickets, find ticket discounts and the schedule of 
events, and locate any additional information.

FAIR CONTINUES THROUGH SATURDAY
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