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David Von Drehle 

reminds that 9/11 

spawned a gray war, a 

war that maintains its 

interest in us. 
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I
n the ghastly rubble of ground 
zero’s fallen towers 20 years ago, 
Hour Zero arrived, a chance to 

start anew.
World affairs reordered abruptly on 

that morning of blue skies, black ash, 

fire and death.
In Iran, chants of “death to America” 

quickly gave way to candlelight vigils 
to mourn the American dead. Vladimir 
Putin weighed in with substantive help 
as the U.S. prepared to go to war in 
Russia’s region of influence.

Libya’s Moammar Gadhafi, a 
murderous dictator with a poetic 

streak, spoke of the “human duty” 
to be with Americans after “these 
horrifying and awesome events, 
which are bound to awaken human 
conscience.”

From the first terrible moments, 
America’s longstanding allies 

From 9/11’s ashes, a new world 
took shape, but it didn’t last

Associated Press file photo | Daniel Hulshize

Thick smoke billows into the sky Sept. 11, 2001, from the 
area behind the Statue of Liberty where the World Trade 
Center towers stood.

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Wilson County Schools 
board voted unanimously Wednes-
day to require all students, employ-
ees and visitors to wear masks 
or face coverings when in school 
during school hours, but provisions 
are included for students and others 
to opt out.

Wilson County joins several 
other districts in the state with a 
mask mandate, including William-
son, Shelby, Hancock counties and 
Metro Nashville.

“There are times in leadership 
its very lonely and I’ve got to make 
decisions that I think are the best 
for what I can control,” WCS Direc-
tor Jeff Luttrell said. “I can’t control 
what’s going on out in this commu-
nity, and neither can this board. I 
can’t control what goes on in your 
house, nor do I want to. But as a 
28-year educator, one of the most 
important things to me everyday in 
any role I’ve ever served in, is that 
I’ve protected every student.”

Luttrell proposed changing the 
district’s quarantine policy to require 
asymptomatic students stay home, 
which aligns with state Department 
of Health guidelines, in addition to 
the mask recommendation. That 
passed unanimously as well.

Parents can opt out of the mask 
mandate, which went into effect Fri-
day, under Gov. Bill Lee’s executive 
order. However, the opt out request 
must be made through a form avail-
able on the district’s Skyward plat-
form.

Board member Kimberly McGee 
asked what the dif ference was 
between the mandate with an opt 
out option and the masks optional 
policy the district was under.

Luttrell said he believes the 
change will be enough to increase 
mask wearing and conversations 
with other districts have confirmed 
that. He also said that common-
sense should prevail.

“It’s OK for kids to take a mask 
break,” he said. “It’s OK for a teach-
er to stand 6-feet away and taker her 
mask off. It’s OK for a teacher to 
take a class outside for 15 or 20 min-
utes for a mask break.”

WCS 
mandates 

masks 
during 
school

Board unanimous; 
opt out allowed 

for students, staff

By Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

In preparation for the Sherry’s Run 5K Run/Walk, volunteers Kelsey Eakes, left, Elaine Hawker and Sherry’s Hope Patient Assistance Direc-
tor Alisa Eakes pack goodie bags with items from event sponsors that will be given out to participants. The event is a leading fundraiser 
for Sherry’s Hope, a local nonprofit dedicated to offering assistance to those going through cancer treatment.

SHERRY’S RUN TODAY

BY CHANDLER INIONS
CINIONS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

A Wilson County General Ses-
sion Court judge has announced 
his retirement from the bench 
effective at the end of the year, 
and it’s not even his first time 
retiring.

Judge Haywood Barry sub-
mitted his letter of resignation to 
the county earlier this week. The 
judge’s eight-year term was set 
to expire next year, and he had 
previously announced he would 
not seek re-election.

“How many times have I been 
retired?” he asked, “Quite a few.”

Over the years, Barry has 
worn many hats including his 
days as a lawyer, a judge, and 
even a city councilor for Leba-
non, but before all those roles, 
he was a young man carving his 
way through the world.

As a young teenager he ran 
an early morning paper route, 

delivering newspapers across 
the city.

Later on, while attending col-
lege, he met the woman who 

would become his wife. She was 
older than him and worked at 
the school system in Bledsoe 
County while Barry finished 

college. They’ve been happily 
married for 64 years.

Longtime judge announces retirement
Barry also served 

on Lebanon  
City Council

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Wilson County General Sessions Judge Haywood Barry relaxes in his office Thursday after a long day 
on the bench. Barry is retiring from his position at the end of the year.
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