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CLEVELAND — President Don-
ald Trump cast doubt in advance 
on Tuesday’s election results, 
while Democratic challenger Joe 
Biden pushed ahead on offense 
on the final full day of campaign-
ing ahead of an election conclusion 

that could have consequences for 
the U.S. for years to come.

After the president threatened 
legal action on Sunday to stop 
vote counting in some crucial 
states such as Pennsylvania, his 
campaign released a statement 
on Monday accusing Democrats 
of trying to “subvert state dead-
lines for receiving and counting 
ballots.”

If Pennsylvania ballot counting 
takes several days, as is allowed, 
Trump charged on Monday that 
“cheating can happen like you 
have never seen. “

Biden dipped into Ohio, a 
show of confidence in a state 
that Trump won by 8 percent-
age points four years ago. He 
focused on the central message 
of his campaign: that Trump cost 
lives by mismanaging America’s 
response to the worst pandemic 
in a century.

“Donald Trump is not strong, 
he’s weak,” Biden declared in 
Cleveland. “This is a president 
who not only doesn’t understand 
sacrifice, he doesn’t understand 
courage.”

Trump and Biden make final push
President talks legal 
action, challenger 

on the offense BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COMI

Wilson County voters — 
those who are left — will join 
those across the nation today 
in casting ballots for president 
of the United States on down 
to local races in Lebanon, Mt. 
Juliet and Watertown.

Wilson County Elections 
Administrator Phillip War-
ren said Monday that he and 
his cadre of poll workers are 
ready.

“Just come vote,” Warren 
said. “Bring your photo ID. 
We look forward to seeing a 
whole lot of people.”

More than 65% of the county’s 
90,000 registered voters have 
already cast ballots, close to the 
total turnout of 71% during the 
2016 presidential election. War-
ren said he expects total turnout 
for this election to be signifi-
cantly higher.

Wilson County ready for Election Day

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Halloween 5K 4 Hope and 
Parkinson’s Fun Walk saw its high-
est turnout yet at Charlie Daniels 
Park on Saturday as the communi-
ty joined together to raise $7,000 
for those in need.

MJ4Hope organized this year’s 
5K to raise money for Ricky Dixon 
and his family. The MJHS alumnus 
passed away on Oct. 23 after a bat-
tle with cancer, so the proceeds 
will help his family cover the asso-
ciated expenses.

“It’s absolutely amazing how 
one little town can pull together to 
help out our family,” Dixon’s sis-
ter LaJuana Meadows said. “We’re 
probably going to dedicate this to 
his headstone. He was my baby 
brother, and he was the kind of 
person who would do anything for 
your. It was just him and me, so he 
was my best friend.”

Additional proceeds from the 5K 
will go toward MJ4Hope’s ongoing 
tornado relief efforts. The organi-
zation has helped more than 100 
families impacted by the storm 
that cut through Mt. Juliet on 
March 3.

5K entrants like Jennifer Wil-
son and Jenna Ward of Mt. Juliet 
showed up because they wanted to 

support those kinds of causes, and 
together the community more than 
doubled previous years’ totals.

“I’ve known the people with 
MJ4Hope for a while so I know 
what they’re all about,” Wilson 
said. “I like being able to contrib-
ute to a good cause in my com-
munity, and I think it’s awesome 
to have an organization here that 
finds people who truly need help 
and works for them.”

The Peterson Foundation for 
Parkinson’s also continued its tra-
dition of partnering with MJ4Hope 
on the event. Shortly after the 5K 
runners hit the track, the Parkin-
son’s Fun Walk kicked off along a 
different route.

PFP’s share of the proceeds this 
year was $1,200, and the organiza-
tion plans to direct it toward pro-
grams and support groups around 
Middle Tennessee like Mt. Juliet’s.

“The suppor t groups are fab-
ulous because they give a sense 
of community,” PFP board mem-
ber Jay Lowenthal said. “Support 
group members can talk about 
their struggles or new research 
and treatment options.”

According to Lowenthal, PFP 
support groups range from 25 to 
150 people. The organization also 
offers a therapy gym recovery pro-
gram based in Mt. Juliet, and other 
activities like boxing, choir and 
indoor cycling to help people with 
Parkinson’s manage the condition.

Halloween 5K 4 Hope raises $7K with largest turnout
MJ4Hope donates 

proceeds to Dixon family, 
Parkinson’s and more

Above: Runners take off from the 
starting line at MJ4Hope’s Halloween 
5K for Hope and Parkinson’s Fun Walk, 
held Saturday at Charlie Daniels Park.

Left: Children take part in a costume 
contest after the Halloween 5K 4 Hope 
and Parkinson’s Fun Walk.

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Gov. Bill Lee extended Tennes-
see’s state of emergency guide-
lines through Dec. 29 on Friday, 
which means Wilson County’s 
mask mandate remains in effect 

through the same date.
Wilson County Mayor Randall 

Hutto has authority to lift the 
mandate before then but plans 
to study COVID-19 case counts 
before making a decision.

As of Monday, the county has 

confirmed 5,065 cases of the 
virus, with 526 active and the 
death toll at 65.

“What we’re going to be look-
ing at over the next two to three 
weeks is to see if the numbers go 
back down like they did before,” 
Hutto said. “That would be more 
evidence that masks do make a 
difference.“

The county originally renewed 
its mask mandate on Oct. 24 amid 
a surge in local cases, with a pro-
vision to extend the order based 
on Lee’s decisions. That means 
health officials have not had a 
chance to estimate its impact on 
the two-week and long-term case 
averages.

Wilson County averaged 46.1 

cases per day in the two weeks 
before the mandate, after see-
ing that figure steadily drop to 
22.1 during the original mandate 
from July through September.

Since the mandate took effect, 
the local case average stands at 
48.8 per day with a 14.4% positive 
testing rate.

Wilson County’s mask mandate extended through Dec. 29
Gov. Lee renews state of emergency guidelines 
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Comprehensive Cancer Care
Now available in the heart of Wilson County

Comprehensive, personalized care. Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center at Wilson County

offers expertise in your specific cancer, the very latest pinpoint precision radiation technology,

a team approach for comprehensive treatment planning, and the convenience of getting

leading cancer care close to home. VanderbiltWilsonCountyHospital.com/Cancer-Care

Medical Oncology: (615) 936-8422 | Radiation Oncology: (615) 443-6006

Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center at Wilson County is an outpatient department of Vanderbilt University Medical Center.
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