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Blue Devils pull away from 

defending state champs. B1$1

Holiday season marches in

A Night Out For Nonprofits

Mt. Juliet’s latest step toward 
approving a new development 
next to an existing neighbor-
hood has reignited questions 
about whether the city prioritizes 
growth over citizen concern.

City commissioners approved 
the first of two readings for a 
development plan proposing 561 
new homes be built on Brad-
shaw Farms, which sits next to 
the established Jackson Hills 
neighborhood. It would cover 
195 acres on the eastern side of 
Golden Bear Gateway and Mt. 
Juliet High School, and it would 
connect to Jackson Hills directly.

Signature Homes, the devel-
oper of Jackson Hills, initially pro-
posed to expand Jackson Hills 
onto this same land for 400 more 
homes according to city staff, but 
Signature never acted on that 
proposal. Now, Goodall Homes 
affiliate Clayton Properties pro-
poses the new plan for the same 
land, gaining approval from the 
Planning Commission on Nov. 21.

T h e  C i t y  C o m m i s s i o n 
approved the plan on the first 
reading on Nov. 25, and a second 
reading will see the final vote on 
Jan. 13. The project hasn’t made 
this much progress without sig-
nificant backlash from residents, 
though. In fact, the plan drew 
more than an hour’s worth of 
comments each at both the plan-
ning and city commission meet-
ings.

Concerns were similar to 
those commonly voiced at such 
meetings throughout the year, 
complaining that the city is over-
crowded already and shouldn’t 
still be allowed to grow. Specif-
ic problems cited are vehicular 
traffic congestion and a lack of 
pedestrian safety. Both concerns 
compound in the context of chil-
dren making it safely to and from 
school.

At the City Commission meet-
ing, the first of these comments 
came from Woodland Place resi-
dent Josh Randall, whose sub-
division would be impacted just 
like Jackson Hills and Tuscan  
Gardens.

SEE GROWTH/PAGE A5

Mt. Juliet 
residents 
express 

concerns 
on growth
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From animal shelters to cancer ser-
vices, Wilson County’s nonprofits look to 
provide for community needs, and some 
extra help is on the horizon this Christ-
mas season.

Dozens of local restaurants are donat-
ing a portion of their proceeds to nonprof-
its from 5-9 p.m. on Tuesday, as part of A 

Night Out for Nonprofits.
“This is the first time for this event, 

and we’re really excited,” Lebanon Wilson 
County Chamber of Commerce President 
Melanie Minter said. “There are more 
than a dozen nonprofits in Wilson County, 
and about 15 are taking part.”

Each organization involved is par t-
nered with a specific restaurant, so diners 
can choose which cause to support. The 

percentages of proceeds to be donated 
vary by location and were determined in 
meetings between each set of partners.

“People can go to their favorite non-
profit’s website and see who they’ve part-
nered with,” Minter said. “They can also 
call the chamber and speak with Tonya 
(Jones).”

SEE BENEFIT/PAGE A3

County celebrates Giving Tuesday with inaugural benefit 
BY ETHAN STEINQUEST

ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM 

Photos by George Page • Special to the Democrat

The Ballet Adora float on one of more than 100 entries in Sunday’s Lebanon Christmas Parade. “The parade was fantastic,” said Melanie 
Minter, president of the Lebanon Wilson County Chamber of Commerce, which organized the event. “We heard compliments from specta-
tors and participants, along with the volunteers, and of course the weather always helps out.”

Above left: The crowd, young and old, were all smiles during the parade, which traveled down Main Street and around Public Square. 
Above right: The Cumberland University marching band was one of two — the other being Lebanon High School’s — that performed in 
the parade. See more photos from the parade on Page A5.

NASHVILLE — Tennessee 
Gov. Bill Lee is expected to have 
projected new general fund rev-
enues of between $354 million 
and $408 million as the Repub-

lican builds the fiscal year 2020-
2021 spending plan he will sub-
mit to Tennessee lawmakers in 
January.

That’s per edict of the State 
Funding Board, which met Nov. 
26 to set revenue estimates for 

the remainder of fiscal year 2020 
as well as FY 2021 budget that 
takes effect July 1.

The general fund accounts 
for most Tennessee government 
expenditures, funding programs 
ranging from the state’s share of 

K-12 education funding to eco-
nomic and community develop-
ment as well as running state 
prisons and paying troopers to 
police state highways.

The overall general fund this 
year is $34.6 billion of which 

$15.86 billion is state funding 
with the remainder coming from 
the federal government and 
other sources. The total budget, 
which includes transportation, is  

SEE REVENUE/PAGE A3

Lee facing slowest growth in five years in preparing budget
BY ANDY SHER

CHATTANOOGA TIMES FREE PRESS, TENN.
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issues raised as 

new subdivisions 
receive approval
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