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Wilson County residents could soon 
have the ability to build accessory homes 
on their properties, which could be used 
for purposes such as long-term rentals or 
housing elderly relatives.

The Wilson County Planning Com-
mission discussed a zoning ordinance 
that would allow for those structures at 
its meeting Friday, ultimately deferring 
action until February.

“There have been concerted ef forts 
over the years by our dif ferent zoning 
administrators to make sure people don’t 
have above-garage apartments and other 
things on the property, largely out of fear 
of people causing trouble with those,” 
Wilson County Planning Director Tom 
Brashear said. “I think we’ve reached a 
point in our demographic and cultural 

progress that with the growing expense 
of health care, we need to have a way for 
people to be able to put up their mom by 
having an apartment garage or something 
to that effect, and given how the regula-
tions are right now we’re hurting more 
people than helping by not allowing that.”

Under the current draft, accessor y 
dwellings would be allowed on properties 
zoned as rural residential, suburban resi-
dential, agricultural or agricultural preser-
vation districts.

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Lebanon’s Sports Complex Com-
mittee is making progress on a phas-
ing plan for the proposed athletic 
park on U.S. 231 after balking at a 
$35.9 million total cost estimate in 
November.

Under the current draft, the 
first phase would include five soc-
cer fields with parking to support 
them at an estimated $6.7 million to  
$7.5 million, along with a walking trail.

“What we’re doing is taking three 
of the soccer fields out for later,” 
committee chair Rick Smith of Leb-
anon Youth Baseball said. “Phase 
2 would be the baseball and soft-
ball fields, and phase 3 would be the 
second set of soccer fields. Phase 4 
would be the office complex.”

Soccer is the city’s priority 
because local participation has 
increased enough to outgrow the 
Wilson United Soccer League’s cur-
rent space, while the baseball/soft-
ball fields are projected to bring the 
largest economic impact.

The baseball/softball fields would 
also be the most expensive to build, 
so the committee plans to ask proj-
ect consultant Barge Design Solu-
tions for estimates on multiple phase 
2 options: eight grass fields, eight 
turf fields and 12 turf fields. If the 
city opts to build only eight fields in 
phase 2, the remaining four will be 
included in phase 3.

The committee also intends to 
meet with county officials to ask if 
they can contribute funding to the 
project.

“We now have more concrete 
information to share,” committee 
member and City Councilor Jeni 
Lind Brinkman said of the timing. 
“Before it was kind of a pie in the 
sky, now we have numbers and 
plans.”

With costs and phases taking 
shape, the major factor remaining is 
a timeline, which committee mem-
ber Wayne Oakley of Lebanon Girls 
Softball Association said ties directly 
into economic impact.

“Here’s the problem,” he said. 
“We release Barge today, it’s the 
spring of 2022 to play. Then you 
take five more years and do another 
design, and go through two more 
years of construction. Now we’re 10 
years out, and at that point in time 

BY RIMA AUSTIN
RAUSTIN@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Wilson County Legisla-
tive Committee voted Thurs-
day night to send the Second 
Amendment Sanctuar y Res-
olution to the Wilson County 

Board of Commissioners for a 
final vote in a little over a week.

The resolution is similar to 
a document being distribut-
ed by the Republican parties 
in Virginia and was created by 
the Wilson County Republican 

Party. It asks Wilson County 
commissioners to designate 
the county as a Second Amend-
ment sanctuary county.

According to the resolution, 
this means, “any regulation of 
the right to keep and bear arms 

shall be regarded by the people 
of Wilson County to be uncon-
stitutional, a transgression of 
the Supreme Law of the Land 
and its spirit of individual sover-
eignty, and, therefore by neces-
sity, unenforceable and invalid 
from the outset.”

Sports 
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Guest homes for grandparents may 
be on the horizon in Wilson County
Planning Commission 

explores lifting accessory 
dwelling restrictions

Lebanon Senior Citizens  

Center holds health fair

Above: Vanderbilt Home Care Director of Clinical Operations 
Andrea Calhoun checks the blood pressure of Betty Taylor on 

Friday at the Lebanon Senior Citizens Center’s Health Fair. 
Above right: Members of the Lebanon Senior Citizen Center 

Center learn how to dance in the beginners line-dancing class 
Friday at the center during its health fair. Right: Four friends 
and members of the Lebanon Senior Citizen Center, from left, 

Dot Ashe, Peggy Bay, Janice Patterson and Anne Sloan, got  
together Friday to play cards at the center during the health fair.

Photos by Rima Austin/raustin@lebanondemocrat.com

County board of commissioners to vote on 
Second Amendment ‘sanctuary’ resolution
Local Republicans follow efforts made in other states
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Hip and Knee Pain Seminar
Seminar will cover Non-surgical and Surgical options

Tu e s d ay J a n u a r y 28 1 1 : 3 0 a .m . to 12 : 3 0 p .m .

S p a c e i s l i m i t e d , s o r e s e r v e y o u r s p o t :

Va n d e r b i l tW i l s o n C o u n t yH o s p i t a l . c om /e v e n t s o r (6 1 5 ) 4 4 3 -2 5 6 0 | 1 4 1 1 W. B a d d o u r P k w y .
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