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The Wilson County Schools 
Board of Education got a look 
at the preliminary 2020-21 bud-
get Saturday morning, and it was 
not a pretty picture.

If adopted as presented, it 

would mean the elimination of 
41 teaching positions, 95 teacher 
assistant positions, all coaching 
stipends, all mentoring stipends, 
textbook purchases and the 
adult high school.

“This is the hardest bud-
get I’ve ever recommended to 

a director of schools in my 28 
years,” said Deputy Director of 
Schools Mickey Hall during the 
livestreamed budget work ses-
sion. “This is fixing to get very 
complicated and serious.”

With the county mandating 
a “status quo” budget from the 

school district, which means 
that the district can expect no 
additional funds from the county, 
plus the effects of coronavirus 
pandemic and a state funding 
formula that requires more and 
more of the budget come from 
local sources, the district is fac-
ing a serious funding shortfall.

Hall said the school district’s 
share of property tax revenue is 

expected to increase less than 
1%, sales tax revenue is already 
down $800,000-900,000 because 
of the pandemic-related busi-
ness closures, and there is no 
telling what will happen the rest 
of the year. Another factor is the 
state’s Basic Education Program 
funding formula, which reduces 

Draft WCS budget axes 41 teaching positions
Other cuts needed to make up $10.5 million shortfall
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Emergency responders in Wilson 
County are currently receiving the 
names and addresses of COVID-19 
patients from the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Health, per an agreement the 
agency began offering in April.

Wilson County Sheriff Robert Bryan 
confirmed that the sheriff’s department, 
WEMA and the county’s fire rescue 
division have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with TDH. Leb-
anon and Mt. Juliet’s police departments 
are also receiving the information.

“Originally when COVID-19 star t-
ed showing its face, all emergency 
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raises privacy concerns
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NASHVILLE — Tennessee’s 
unemployment compensation 
trust fund paid out a quar ter 
billion dollars in jobless benefit 
claims during April to workers 
idled during the coronavirus 
pandemic as pressures mount on 
a once-$1.2 billion pool that was 
already below federally recom-
mended solvency levels.

A total $226.4 million in addi-

tional funds flowed out in April 
in the form of state payments to 
hundreds of thousands of Ten-
nesseans without work, accord-
ing to state Department of Labor 
and Workforce officials.

An April 4 projection from the 
nonpartisan Tax Foundation esti-
mated Tennessee’s fund could 
last 16 weeks before running out 
of money based on a combination 
of its 2020 solvency level as well 
as initial and continuing claims.

If the fund runs dry, it would 
force the state to seek a loan 
from the federal government 
or face raising unemployment 
tax rates on businesses already 
slammed by the coronavirus’ 
economic impact. And because 
Tennessee falls below the U.S. 
Department of Labor’s recom-
mended funding balance, the 
state would have to pay interest 
on any loans it gets from Uncle 
Sam.

The Tax Foundation ranked 
Tennessee’s trust fund at No. 26 
among the 50 states and the Dis-

trict of Columbia. Georgia’s is 
rated even worse, with the state 
ranked No. 40 as of April 4 with 
11 weeks before problems could 
arise.

During his April 30 update on 
Tennessee’s COVID-19 response 
with reporters, Tennessee Gov. 
Bill Lee acknowledged that “we 
are concerned in the sense we 
want to track it and know what’s 
happening and make plans as 
such.”

A week earlier, state Labor 
and Workforce Development 
Commissioner Jef f McCord 

described the fund as being in 
“really good shape” and in one of 
the “best shapes in the country.”

Tennessee’s total $226.4 mil-
lion contribution to unemploy-
ment during the entire month 
of April was part of an estimated 
$850 million in benefits paid to 
300,000-plus unemployed Ten-
nesseans.

Figures provided to the 
Times Free Press by the state 
labor department show the fed-
eral government picking about 

Massive unemployment claims put state fund under pressure
More than $226 million paid out in April

First 
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COVID-19

LATEST NUMBERS
The Tennessee Department of Health 

reported Monday 302 COVID-19 cases 

in Wilson County, up from 300 Sunday. 

County deaths total seven, up from six 

Sunday. Statewide, the total is 15,544, up 

from 14,985 Sunday. Deaths total 251, up 

from 243.
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L
ebanon resident Sharon 
Kerr often joked with 
her friends and family 

that she needed a parade 
on her 80th birthday — so 
they made it happen.

The surprise party allowed 
Kerr to see her friends from 
Cook’s United Methodist 
Church, her water aerobics 
classes and more for the 
first time since sheltering 
at home from COVID-19, all 
from a safe distance.

“My heart came up in 
my throat, I was just so 
shocked,” Kerr said. “When I 
realized what was happening, 
I can’t tell you … my heart is 
just so full, happy and elated. 
I can’t believe it has turned 
out as beautiful as it has.”

Kerr’s sister Mary Probst 
helped distract her before 
the parade, which kicked off 
with a siren signal from the 
Lebanon Police Department 
and ended with the Lebanon 
Fire Department’s take on 
“Happy Birthday.”

“To see people that I 
hadn’t seen in two months, 
and some I hadn’t seen in 
six months or more was 
amazing,” Kerr said. “I’ve 
been able to talk to some of 
them, and my church people 
I’ve had Sunday school 

Zoom class with … but it’s 
not the same as seeing them 
face to face. When I saw Pat 
and Louise from our water 
aerobics, I just wanted to get 
up and give them a hug so 
bad.”

Kerr said the social 
isolation has been the main 
difference for her as a retiree 
over the last few months, so 
the party lifted her spirits at 
a time when she had been 
feeling down.

“I never dreamed we’d 
have all those other people, 
and of course not the police 
department and the fire 
department,” she said. “That 

Lebanon woman surprised with 80th birthday bash 
Family, friends, first 
responders join in 
drive-by parade 

Photos by Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Lebanon resident Sharon Kerr celebrates her 80th birthday, waving at friends, family and first 
responders who organized a drive-by parade for her.

The Lebanon Fire Department brings up the rear in a birthday 
parade for Sharon Kerr, with firefighters offering their rendition 
of “Happy Birthday” as they pass.
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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