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An explosive-product storage 
facility request in Water town 
was withdrawn from consider-
ation at the Wilson County Plan-

ning Commission meeting on 
Friday.

The request concerned prop-
er ty at 100 Taylor Road and 
would have seen it rezoned from 
A-1 agricultural district to I-2 

industrial zoning. The proper-
ty contains approximately 18.77 
acres. Trammel Lane, Old Tram-
mel Lane, and Beech Log Road 
also surround the property.

W ilson County Planning 
Director Tom Brashear read a 
letter from a representative with 
Quick Supply, the company 
that initially made the rezoning 

request.
“We’d like to formally with-

draw our request for a rezon-
ing application for this proper-
ty,” the letter read. “If you have 
any questions regarding this 
request, please feel free to con-
tact us at our office at 615-890-
7901.”

A specific reason for the with-

drawal was not mentioned.
While neighboring residents 

breathed a sigh of relief, it was 
not as cut and dry as it may have 
seemed.

O n e  n e i g h b o r,  D o n a l d 
Nuessle, said the feeling was not 
all celebratory.

Watertown explosive-storage facility plans called off
Community objections to proposal 

answered with announcement
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Schools across the county 
earned a top mark from the 
state’s education department 
following the latest round of 
annual assessments.

Eight Wilson County schools 
from ever y learning level 
obtained high enough scores 
to be labeled reward schools in 
the Tennessee Department of 
Education (TDOE) rankings.

Wilson County Deputy Direc-
tor of Schools Jennifer Cothran 
revealed which schools earned 
the honor during the county’s 
school board meeting on Mon-
day.

According to the TDOE web-
site, schools are recognized as 
a reward school if they demon-
strate high levels of per for-
mance and improvement by 
meeting annual measurable 
objectives across various indica-
tors and student groups.

To obtain the designation at 
the elementary-school level, 
Cothran indicated student 
achievement and growth, 
English language proficien-
cy assessments, and chronic 
absenteeism are the primary 
metrics for the recognition. 
Those indicators are measured 
through the Tennessee Com-
prehensive Assessment Pro-
gram, also known as TCAP.

The four schools to obtain 
reward distinction were W.A. 
Wright Elementary, Springdale 
Elementary, Gladeville Elemen-
tary, and Rutland Elementary.

“The maximum amount of 
points one can receive is a 4,” 
Cothran said. “When we got 
scores back from Rutland, 
their scores were the highest 
we have seen at 3.7.”

Wilson County Director of 
Schools Jef f Luttrell added, 
“That’s a three-peat for Rut-
land.”

Water town Middle School 
was the only middle school in 
the district to earn recognition.

“Water town Middle made 
great gains in the past year,” 
Cothran said. “They had goals 
set. I have never seen a school 
more determined to meet 
those goals.

“We had to keep it quiet, but 
I think they knew from looking 
at their scores.”

‘The 
greatest 

equalizer 
we have’
Multiple Wilson 
County schools 

receive top honors
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M
ore than 2,300 runners from 
17 states participated in the 
Sherry’s Run last weekend, 

making the race’s 19th edition one of 
the more successful installments of the 
event’s history.

The Sherry’s Run 5K Run/Walk 
event is the largest fundraiser each 
year for Sherry’s Hope. This Wilson 
County-based nonprofit organization 
helps offset the costs and burdens 
of cancer treatment for local families 
experiencing the disease.

On Tuesday, Sherry’s Hope marketing 
director Missy Stewart indicated that the 
proceeds help in various ways.

RUNNING FOR HOPE
17 different states 

represented in 
annual event

Submitted

Competitors from 17 different states participated in the annual Sherry’s Run 5K fundraiser.
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T
hey say the best 
fashion show is on the 
street, but a runway at 

Tucker’s Gap Event Center 
sought to prove that adage 
wrong on Thursday.

The Eastern Middle 
Tennessee Association of 
Realtors hosted the event, 
which featured fashions from 
local boutiques and benefited 
the Court Appointed Special 
Advocates for Children 
(CASA) of Wilson County.

CASA provides trained 
volunteers who advocate 
in court for the stability 
and healthy development 
of abused and neglected 
children.

It seems only fitting for 
one of the organizers, April 
Harrington, a full-time 
professional realtor, that 
hosting a fashion show is a 
realization of her childhood 
ambitions.

“It’s every little girl’s dream 
to put together a fashion 
show,” Harrington said. “I 
have always been enamored 
with high design and the 
fashion industry.”

Infatuation with fashion and 
apparel began for the realtor 
at a very young age.

“My grandmother was a 

seamstress, and I adored it 
as a child,” Harrington said. 
“This is a fun way for me to be 
involved in it.”

Harrington is part of the 
Eastern Middle Tennessee 
Association of Realtors, a 

group that facilitates the event 
and provides the runway 
talent.

“We reach out to a lot 
of industry professionals 
from title companies to 
lenders to real estate agents 

and ancillary services to 
be models in the show,” 
Harrington said.

Local boutiques at the event 
purvey their wares before the 
show’s kickoff.

“Local boutiques give back 
20% of their proceeds from the 
sales,” Harrington said. “We 
sell tables of eight as well. All 
of that goes back to CASA.”

The first year of the COVID 
pandemic shuttered the 
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Every little girl’s dream
Realtor 

organization 
hosts fashion 

show for CASA 
of Wilson County

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

(From left) Ashley Bess, Hannah Gifford, Jenna Hearn and Wendy Dyes stroll down the runway at a fash-
ion show held on Thursday night.
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“It’s every little girl’s dream to put together  
a fashion show. I have always been enamored  
with high design and the fashion industry.”

— April Harrington
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