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As Wilson County Mayor Ran-
dall Hutto announced Monday 
that Wilson County residents will 
no longer be required to wear 
face masks in public ef fective 
Thursday, Lebanon officials were 
announcing that city hall would 
be closing because of a COVID-19 
outbreak.

Hutto announced his decision 
to end the mandate in a letter to 
citizens, citing a drop in 14-day 
case averages since it was imple-
mented in mid-July. According to 

Hutto’s letter, Wilson County has 
seen a drop from 40.4 new cases 
a day on July 17 to 22.1 as 
of Friday.

“My decision to with-
draw the mask mandate 
does not mean that I do not 
encourage mask wearing, 
nor does it impact schools, 
businesses or long-term 
care facilities,” Hutto said 
in a news release. “By tak-
ing this next step, I am 
requesting that citizens continue 
these practices without having a 
mandate in place. I will continue 

to watch the number of COVID-19 
cases in our county and encour-

age others to practice 
frequent hand washing, 
social distancing and 
wearing masks when in 
public places. We will get 
through this pandemic 
by continuing to work 
together and support one 
another.”

On Monday after -
noon, the city of Lebanon 

announced that eight administra-
tive employees had tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 and that city’s 

administrative building, 200 N. 
Castle Heights Ave., was being 
closed to the public.

“Under Mayor (Bernie) Ash’s 
direction, the city has closed 
down that building and have sent 
everyone home,” mayoral assis-
tant Debbie Jessen said in a news 
release. “The building will be 
decontaminated immediately and 
will not be available for staff or 
public use to allow any infected 
employees to come out of quaran-
tine and to protect the wellbeing 
of others.”

Ash has been self-quarantined 
since Sept. 17, when the result of 
a COVID-19 test he took two days 
earlier came back positive. At that 

time, the Mitchell House, 106 N. 
Castle Heights Ave, where the 
mayor has his office, was closed 
overnight for a deep cleaning.

Jessen said the administra-
tion building’s drive-thru would 
remain open to the public, but that 
the building would be closed for 
24 days. She said factors contrib-
uting to the closure includes the 
number of employees infected 
and the volume of public traffic 
in the building. The city’s human 
resources director, Sylvia Reichle, 
said the length of the closure was 
based on guidance from the Wil-
son County Health Department.

County mask mandate to end Thursday
Lebanon city hall closes due to outbreak among employees
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Hundreds of dogs were unleashed at Nashville Shores 
this Saturday for the third annual Pooch Pool Party, 
which raised an estimated $7,500 for New Leash on Life.

New Leash on Life Director Angela Chapman said the 
proceeds will be used to care for animals at the shelter, 
adding that the intake is down slightly from last year 
because COVID-19 limited the number of people allowed 
in the park.

Nashville Shores goes to the dogs for New Leash on Life
Pooch Pool Party raises 

estimated $7,500 for shelter 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

Left: Nashville Shores raised an estimated $7,500 for New Leash on Life during its third annual Pooch Pool Party, which saw hundreds of dogs take to the water park on Saturday for 
an afternoon of fun activities. Right: A game of chase ensues as the dogs in the Nashville Shores wave pool compete for a tennis ball.
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Wilson County is receiving $200,000 
to fight its opioid epidemic in partner-
ship with MTSU’s Center for Health & 
Human Services.

The money comes to the university 
from a U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services planning grant and will 
fund a community needs assessment 
over the next 18 months. Afterward, 
MTSU will apply for an implementation 
grant that would bring new programs 
and services to the county if approved.

“We’re super excited about this, and I 
think it’s going to save hundreds if not 
thousands of lives in Wilson County,” 
DrugFree WilCo secretar y and trea-
surer Michael Ayalon said. “After the 
conclusion of the 18 months, MTSU will 
tr y and get an implementation grant 
approved, which could mean up to 
about $1 million.”

MTSU’s Assistant CHHS Director 
Cynthia Chafin said Wilson County was 
chosen for funding because of a com-

munity need and its ongoing efforts to 
fight substance abuse.

The Wilson County Sherif f ’s of fice 
has already responded to 33 overdose 
related calls this year and will likely sur-
pass last year’s total of 35, while Drug-
Free WilCo is continuing its outreach 
efforts.

“They have a ver y active group,” 
Chafin said. “They have done so much 
already in Wilson County, and I felt like 
providing them with the team of experts 
we have at MTSU would be a big help. 
We’re not starting at ground zero, and I 
feel like that’s huge.”

During the planning phase, MTSU’S 
Data Science Institute and other part-
ners will work with DrugFree WilCo to 
look at the county’s current resources 
and needs.

“A lot of times it boils down to dollars, 
because the community already has 
an idea of what’s needed,” Chafin said. 
“Wilson will also get some direct dollars 
toward the end of the planning process 
to implement whatever they want to do.”

DrugFree WilCo Facilitator Susan 
Shaw said some of that funding will like-
ly go toward medication-assisted treat-
ment training and increased telehealth 
services.

Wilson County teams up with 
MTSU to fight opioid epidemic

University directing 
$200K grant to county’s 
drug prevention effort
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WASHINGTON — The 
bombshell revelations 
that President Donald 
Trump paid just $750 in 
federal income taxes the 
year he ran for office and 
paid no income taxes at 
all in many others threat-
en to undercut a pillar 
of his appeal among 
blue-collar voters and 
provide a new opening 
for his Democratic rival, 
Joe Biden, on the eve 
of the first presidential 
debate.

Tr ump has worked 
for decades to build an 
image of himself as a 
hugely successful busi-
nessman — even choos-
ing “mogul” as his Secret 
Service code name. But 
The New York Times on 
Sunday revealed that he 
paid just $750 in federal 
income taxes in 2016, the 
year he won the pres-
idency, and in 2017, his 

first year in of fice. He 
paid no income taxes 
whatsoever in 10 of the 
previous 15 years, largely 
because he reported los-
ing more money than he 
made, according to the 
Times, which obtained 
years’ worth of tax return 
data that the president 
had long fought to keep 
private.

T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t 
comes at a particularly 
precarious moment for 
Trump, whose Republi-
can campaign is strug-
gling to overcome crit-
icism of the president’s 
handling of the pandem-
ic. It hands Biden an easy 
attack line heading into 
Tuesday’s debate. And 
with early voting already 
h a p p e n i n g  i n  s o m e 
states and Election Day 
just over a month away, 
Trump may be running 
out of time to turn his 
campaign around.

“Donald Trump needs 

this election to be about 
Joe Biden as a choice,” 
said longtime GOP con-
sultant Alex Conant. 
“This keeps the focus 
squarely on Tr ump’s 
character and the chaos 
going into the most 
impor tant night of the 
campaign, the debate.”

Of course, Trump has 
repeatedly faced — and 
survived — devastating 
turns that would have 
sunk any other politi-
cian. That includes, most 
notably, the stunning 
“Access  Hol lywood” 
tape released in October 
2016, in which Trump 
was recorded bragging 
about kissing and grop-
ing women without their 
permission. The video’s 
release came just two 
days before Trump was 
set to face then-candi-
date Hillar y Clinton in 
their second debate and 
was considered a death 
knell to his campaign at 
the time.

Trump’s tax revelation could 
tarnish image that fueled his rise
President has history of overcoming scandal
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