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SPORTS
Games moved to Thursday with 

the playoffs approaching B175 cents

The Wilson County Com-

mission elected Joe Ali to 

fill the vacancy in District 17 

vacated by the resignation of 

Commissioner Gary Keith.
Keith resigned in early Sep-

tember, citing health problems 
as the reason for stepping 
down.

“I went 13 years only miss-
ing one meeting,” Gary Keith 
said. “I need to focus on my 
health now and let someone 
else serve our county in this 
capacity.”

Gary Keith nominated his 
son, Rusty Keith during the 
public hearing portion of Mon-

day’s meeting.
“A son’s greatest wish is to 

make his father proud,” Rusty 
Keith said. “By voting for me, it 
would give my father an oppor-
tunity to ser ve from home, 
through me, in something he 
loves.”

Two others were nominated 
during the public hearing, Ken 
Nelson Jr. and Joe Ali. Sandy 
Donnell was nominated by the 
commissioners.

Each of the nominees had 

a few minutes to address the 
commissioners before the vot-
ing took place.

“Who am I? I’m a husband, 
a father of two, a business 
owner in Wilson County,” Ali 
said. “This seat needs energy 
and I have it.”

Each of the nominees spoke 
about Gary Keith and the lega-
cy he is leaving.

“This man has done an 
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Gary Keith 
resigns for 

health reasons
Cumberland University and 

the 15th Judicial District Child 
Advocacy Center hosted its 4th 
annual Child Abuse Awareness 
Panel on Tuesday evening.

The panel included six pro-
fessionals who work closely 
with child abuse victims in Wil-
son County. They spoke about 
what they do and took ques-
tions from the audience.

M a n y  W i l s o n  C o u n t y 
Schools and Lebanon Special 
School District teachers were 
in attendance to learn more 
about reporting child abuse for 
students they may have. The 
panelists agreed that repor t-
ing is always better, even if you 
aren’t sure that there is child 
abuse occurring in the child’s 
home.

The panelists offered advice 
and information on how to pre-
vent child abuse, and how to 
recognize signs that they might 
be abused, as well as how to 
support a child in the process 
of an abuse case.

“It’s better to repor t and 
have us go out there and be 
wrong about the report than for 
it to go unreported,” said Pat-
rick Cockburn, the lead inves-
tigator for the Department of 
Child Services.

Tom Swink, an assistant dis-
trict attorney, agreed that there 
are no repercussions for report-
ing and being wrong.

“Unless it’s a very rare cir-
cumstance where there is mali-
cious intent with the repor t, 
you won’t get in trouble for 
repor ting and being wrong,” 
Swink said. “If you know or sus-
pect abuse please report it.”

Cece Ralston, the Child 
Advocacy Center forensic inter-
viewer, gave insight into what 
the average day is like for her 
when inter viewing children 
about their cases.

“People have an idea of how 
they think victims should act 
but any response is a typical 
response,” Ralston said. “I have 
children who cr y, absolutely, 
but I also have children who 
laugh, or don’t want to talk, or 
hide under the table. Many chil-
dren don’t even have the vocab-
ulary to describe and express 
what’s happened to them.”

She said that one out of 
10 chi ldren wil l  be sexu-
ally abused before their 18th  
birthday.
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The of ficial groundbreaking for 
the new Lebanon Special School Dis-
trict elementar y, Jones Br ummett 
Elementar y School, took place on 
Wednesday afternoon.

The namesakes of the school, 
Steve Jones and Andy Br ummett 
were in attendance. They are also 
members of the school board.

“We are honoring Mr. Jones and 
Mr. Brummett for their unparalleled 
commitment to the Lebanon Special 
School District,” said Scott Benson, 
the LSSD director of schools.

Brummett said it was an honor to 
be the namesake of the elementary 
school because of his love for the 

students in the district.
“I always tr y to take care of my 

employees but I especially tr y to 
take care of my kids,” Br ummett 
said.

Benson said it was fitting for the 
school to be named after Jones and 
Brummett.

“Ever yone in the district cares 
about kids but these two gentleman 
care about kids more than anyone,” 
Benson said. “I’m ver y appreciative 
to be employed by a school board 
that puts the kids first.”

Benson said the new elementa-
r y school will leave a mark on the 
school district.
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Event educates, 
raises awareness

Photos by Georgia Gallagher • Lebanon Democrat

Officials shovel dirt at the ceremonial groundbreaking Wednesday for the new Jones Brummett Elementary School.

Steve Jones is given a photo by Scott Benson that 
will hang in Jones Brummett Elementary after its 
completion.

School will serve 800 students

When you sign up and pay for a 6 month subscription
with the Lebanon Democrat, receive 2 free tickets to

the American Celebration Tour Concert.

Current subscribers email:
ldejong@lebanondemocrat.com for a chance

to win two free tickets.
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