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The original Cracker Barrel is fitted on steel beams in prep-
aration for the journey to its new home at Fiddlers Grove.

The original Cracker Barrel Old 
Country Store is about to find a new 
home at Fiddlers Grove at the Wil-
son County Fairgrounds.

The historic 94-foot by 40-foot 
building was built in 1969 and cur-
rently sits at the corner of Leeville 

Pike and Hwy 109. It will soon be 
transported by truck to Fiddlers 
Grove, home of a variety of build-
ings that showcase simpler times for 
residents and visitors to the James 
E. Ward Agriculture Center in Wil-
son County.

The building is currently owned 
by Lebanon residents Sami and Lina 

Arnouk who also own Bellacino’s 
Pizza & Grinders and Cheers Wine 
and Liquor right next to the now 
abandoned building.

The Arnouks purchased the 
building at auction in June of 2011 
and wanted to make sure that it  
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Original Cracker Barrel to find 
a new life at Fiddlers Grove

BY MATT MASTERS
MMASTERS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

W ilson County  Schools 
has consolidated four of its 
schools’ child care facilities 
in order to be compliant with 
state law that changed in April. 
The child care facilities are for 
teachers who work within the 
Wilson County Schools sys-
tem.

The Learning Center facili-
ties located at West Elementa-
ry, Lakeview Elementary, and 
W. A. Wright Elementary, have 
been shuttered and the posi-
tions for children have been 
moved to other schools.

The child care center at 
Stoner Creek Elementary has 
been turned into a Pre-K pro-
gram. Because there wasn’t 
room for everyone at Elzie D. 
Patton Elementar y, the open 
positions for children are at 
Lebanon High School,  Mt. 
Juliet High School, Rutland 
Elementar y School, Spring-
d a l e  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l , 
Wilson Central High School 
and Water town Elementar y 
School.

On their  websi te ,  WCS 
announced the consolidation 
to teachers.

“TLC program is consoli-
dating, not closing,” it said. 
“In an ef fort to accommodate 
a progressive and growing 
school system, the changes to 
TLC program are necessar y 
to keep the program in place 
while also complying with 
state regulations.
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The 15th Judicial District 
Child Advocacy Center cele-
brated its 11th year of service 
on Thursday with their annual 
meeting in Lebanon where 
they also remembered two 
children with the unveiling of 
two memorial benches.

The gathering honored 
two local victims of child 
abuse, Kairissa Mark and Josh 
Osborne, with wooden bench-
es bearing engraved metal 
nameplates. The benches flank 
the center’s front door.

Mark died in her Mt. Juliet 
home at the age of 4 after 
extensive physical and emo-
tional abuse by her parents. 
Mark, who was adopted from a 
Chinese orphanage, was beat-
en to death in July of 2010 by 
her stepmother who worked as 
a pediatrician.
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Child Advocacy Center honors child 
abuse victims with memorial benches

BY MATT MASTERS
MMASTERS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Matt Master | Lebanon Democrat

Executive Director Nancy Willis sits with Josh Osborne’s aunt Tammy and uncle Chris Dozier on the Josh 
Osborne memorial bench on the front porch of the Child Advocacy Center in Lebanon.

Textile enthusiasts will 
gather at the Expo Center this 
weekend for the second-annual 
Natural Fiber Extravaganza 
and the national fleece show.

Alpacas will be on site for 
selfies and yoga, and about 
30 vendors will set up in the 
main expo hall. The event also 
includes educational seminars 
on crochet, knitting and weav-
ing; a fiber arts competition; 
contests for fastest crochet 
and knitting with chopsticks; 
workshops on spinning, yarn, 

crochet, felting and more; 
children’s activities; an alpaca 
photo contest, and more.

The Alpaca Owners Associa-
tion, a national group, is putting 
on the event with the help of 
the Artisan Fiber Mill Network.

“Ultimately we want bring 
artisans together, whether its 
hemp or cashmere or cotton 
or wool, we wanted to have an 
event where people could learn 

about alpaca but also other nat-
ural fibers as well,” said Bud 
Synhorst, Executive Director of 
the AOA.

Synhorst said alpacas are 
in the same animal family as 
llamas, but the fiber harvest-
ed from alpacas is much finer 
and more flexible than similar 
fibers.
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Alpacas to fleece Expo Center this weekend
BY SINCLAIRE SPARKMAN

SSPARKMAN@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Alpacas visit the yoga class at last year’s Natural Fiber  
Extravaganza. Alpacas will return for yoga at this year’s event.
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Put an end to joint pain.
FreeHip&Knee Pain Seminar hosted by an orthopedic surgeon.
Wednesday, July 17 • 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Come to our seminar to learnmore about surgical options that can help provide relief from joint
pain, including robotic-assisted total and partial knee replacement and total hip replacement.

TennovaHealthcare – Lebanon
1411W. Baddour Pkwy. • Enter through theOutpatient Center Entrance
Space is limited.

To RSVP, call615-235-6937, or visitTennovaOrtho.com.

Patient results may vary. Consult your physician about the benefits and risks of any surgical procedure or treatment.
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