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High-school coaches across the 
state were ready to move forward 
last Wednesday.

Instead, they were essentially 
told to hold on when the Tennes-
see Secondary Schools Athletic 
Association (TSSAA) held a spe-

cial-called Board of Control meet-
ing in which no action was taken.

Gov. Bill Lee issued Executive 
Order No. 50 on June 29, which 
extended the state of emergency 
related to the ongoing COVID-
19 pandemic until Aug. 29. That 
order limits contact sports, which 
includes football, soccer and com-

petitive cheer.
On July 1, the Board of Con-

trol met and voted to mandate that 
schools follow the executive order.

The TSSAA laid out a plan on 
July 1 for girls soccer. However, 
football remained undetermined.

Girls soccer could have its state 
championships postponed two 
weeks, to allow more time for reg-
ular-season play. Practice could 
begin on Aug. 30, with matches 
starting two weeks later.

Four plans for football were dis-

cussed at the Board of Control 
meeting, each consisting of prac-
tice beginning on Aug. 30 if Exec-
utive Order 50 expires on Aug. 29 
and games beginning on Sept. 18.

That left the state’s high-school 
football coaches expecting that 
one of those plans would be 
selected last Wednesday. Howev-
er, that wasn’t the case.

“When it first came out, you’re 
kind of upset,” Wilson Central 

HOLD ON
TSSAA football and girls soccer 
teams await decision on season

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
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Charlie Daniels was a source of pride and 
unity for many in Mt. Juliet over the years, 
and he brought the community together one 
last time on Wednesday, even in death.

Hundreds gathered at Sellars Funeral 
Home for a public memorial to the singer, 
who died of a stroke at 83 on Monday. The 
event included a military flyover, 21-gun 
salute and several musical performances.

Lebanon native Kason Lester, known for 
his top 40 finish on “American Idol,” shared 
a story of how Daniels helped him overcome 
the pressures of that moment.

“I was basically just laid out on the bed, just 
getting fear and doubt kind of creeping in on 
me,” Lester recalled. “In that moment, almost 
the exact moment of fear, my phone rang and 
it was Charlie Daniels. He said, ‘son, we’re 
proud of you, we’re thinking of you, and I want 
to say a prayer with you if that’s alright.’ ”

Daniels was known for mentoring younger 
musicians, and had even shared the stage 
with Lester before his death. His words of 
encouragement helped the young singer 
work up to a Hollywood performance.

“At the end of that call, he said, ‘son,’ — 
that’s what he always says — ‘you go out 
there and just show ‘em how a Wilson Coun-
ty boy does it,’ ” Lester said. “You talk about a 
confidence booster.”

Another musician Daniels impacted was 
Tracy Lawrence, who moved to the Nashville 
area years ago to start his country music 
career and now calls Mt. Juliet home. He 
met Daniels in 1991 before ever releasing an 
album.

“Charlie sat down and was just as gracious 
to me and talked to me like he’d known me 
forever, and that relationship never changed,” 
he said. “In all the time that I’ve known him, 
there’s never been anything that I’ve ever 

asked for, if he could bend over backwards 
and help me he would.”

Daniels also built friendships with veterans 
and politicians across the country while advo-
cating for service members. He often used 
his social media platforms to raise awareness 
of veterans’ suicide rates, and chaired The 
Journey Home Project to raise money for 
rehabilitation services.

“Because America gave so much to him, 
Charlie gave back even more,” former 
Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee said during 
a speech at the memorial. “He has raised mil-
lions and millions of dollars for our veterans 

‘Show ’em how a Wilson County boy does it’
Mt. Juliet honors Daniels 

with public memorial

Hundreds gath-
ered at Sellars 
Funeral Home in 
Mt. Juliet on 
Wednesday for a 
public memorial 
service honoring 
Charlie Daniels, 
who passed away 
from a stroke ear-
lier this week.
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Above left: Country singer Darryl Worley performs his 2003 hit “Have You Forgotten?” at Char-
lie Daniels’ public memorial service in Mt. Juliet. Above right: Country singer Trace Adkins 
removes his hat in a salute to Charlie Daniels after performing his 2005 single “Arlington.”

WILSON LIVING 

MAGAZINE INSIDE
The Lebanon Democrat is pleased 

to welcome Wilson Living magazine 

into today’s newspaper. Wilson 

Living is a lifestyle magazine founded 

in 2008 by Angel Kane and Becky 

Andrews. It focuses on bringing 

together Wilson County people, 

business, events and community spirit 

to enrich the lives of its residents.
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As COVID-19 safety measures 
ramp up again across the state, 
some local businesses are wary of 
another potential shutdown — but 
many now have nest eggs from the 
Tennessee Business Relief Pro-
gram (TBRP).

Gov. Bill Lee announced the 
program in June, and the first 
payments started processing last 
week. The money comes from 
approximately $200 million in fed-
eral COVID-19 relief funding and is 
largely intended for small business-
es that shut down during March 
and April.

That funding comes as COVID-19 

Businesses 
navigate shaky 

ground as 
virus resurges 
Tennessee Business 

Relief Program 
payments a safety net 

BY ELANA SCHOR 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Leaders of 12 Christian organiza-
tions on Friday urged the Trump 
administration to rescind a policy 
requiring international students to 
leave the U.S. or transfer if their 
colleges hold classes entirely 
online this fall, saying it “falls short 
of American ideals.”

In a letter to Acting Secretary 
of Homeland Security Chad Wolf, 
shared with The Associated Press, 
the leaders wrote that the policy 
“robs our country of the signifi-
cant contribution” international 

Christian 
groups oppose 

ICE rule on 
international 

students
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