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Mt. Juliet’s search for new public 
parks hit another snag on Monday 
as neither of two sales agreements 
on the table received approval from 
the city’s board of commissioners.

After lengthy discussion, com-
missioners voted to hold a work 
session on the 30-acre Hayes 
property at 120 S.W. Cook Road, 
which would cost the city roughly 
$1.4 million. Mayor Ed Hagerty’s 
motion to purchase the Tomlinson 
property — 57 acres of land on 
Beckwith Road at $975,000 — died 
for lack of a second.

The Hayes property is being 
more strongly considered because 
it borders the Providence Central 
development. However, a buyback 
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From soldiers who fought in 
Iraq to pilots who flew in the 
Vietnam War, Wilson County’s 
veterans were honored for their 
service on Wednesday.

The annual Veterans Day 
Parade took its usual route down 
Main Street to the Wilson County 
Veterans Museum, where friends 
and families gathered for a cele-
bration.

“It warmed my heart com-

ing down the road to see all the 
people and the children on both 
sides of the road,” American 
Legion Post 15 Commander Pete 
Norman said. “Everybody was 
worried that nobody would come 
out today, and I’m looking at a 
sea of beautiful people who have 
come out today to help celebrate 
this day.”

Norman was among many vet-
erans who rode in the parade this 
year. Several military branches 
and veterans’ organizations greet-
ed onlookers despite some initial 
concerns about rainfall.

Each branch’s flags also flew at 
full mast for the first time during 

Wilson County salutes its veterans 
Parade, ceremony 
held in honor of 
service members 
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Flags representing each U.S. military branch fly high as Jim Harding of the Wilson County Veterans Service Office addresses the crowd during a 
Veterans Day program held Wednesday in Lebanon.

The Al Menah Shriners wave at onlookers during Wilson County’s 
annual Veterans Day Parade.
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The Lebanon Regional Planning Commis-
sion is looking to move ahead with the city’s 
2040 Comprehensive Plan as mayor-elect 
Rick Bell prepares to take office.

Commissioners previously opted not to 
vote on the item until after the election. Leb-
anon Planning Director Paul Corder said the 
next step may be a work session dedicated to 
the plan, which is aimed at guiding the city’s 
growth over the next several years and has 
been in development since late 2017.

“We want to find out where we need to 
go with that, just bring it up as soon as we 
can just to get some direction,” Corder said 

during the commission’s preliminary meet-
ing Tuesday. “I do have a meeting later this 
week with Rick Bell, so I will get some more 
insight from him.”

As it stands, the 2040 Comprehensive Plan 
would overhaul the city’s future land use map 
to drive different kinds of development. A full 
draft is available online for public review at 
https://www.lebanontn.org/577/The-Leba-
non-Forward-2040-Bicentennial-Co.

“It’s a future land use plan, and it tells 
potential developers what we’d like to see in 
certain places,” Bell said. “It helps us pick 
and choose what we want to accept and what 
we don’t want to accept.”

Bell served as vice chairman on the Com-

prehensive Plan Committee and campaigned 
in part on adopting growth management 
plans for Lebanon. He said he wants to see 
it implemented sooner rather than later, but 
doesn’t intend to fast track the process.

“I don’t really have a timeframe for it,” he 
said. “I want to get into office, look at every-
thing and take our time ... what I do not want 
to happen is we approve the plan and it just 
sits there. I want the plan to actually go into 
effect.”

Both the planning commission and the 
Lebanon City Council will be able to rework 
parts of the plan as it moves through the 
approval process, but Bell said their overall 
goals are the same.

“It is very much, in my opinion, a plan that 

City refocuses on Comprehensive Plan after elections 
Planning commission work session could be next step 
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ATLANTA — The 2020 election 
unfolded smoothly across the coun-
try and without any widespread 
irregularities, according to state offi-
cials and election experts, a stark 
contrast to the baseless claims of 
fraud being leveled by President 
Donald Trump following his defeat.

Election experts said the large 
increase in advance voting — 107 
million people voting early in person 
and by mail — helped take pressure 
off Election Day operations. There 
were also no incidents of violence at 
the polls or voter intimidation.

“The 2020 general election was 
one of the smoothest and most 
well-run elections that we have ever 
seen, and that is remarkable con-
sidering all the challenges,” said 
Ben Hovland, a Democrat appoint-
ed by Trump to serve on the Elec-
tion Assistance Commission, which 
works closely with officials on elec-
tion administration.

Following Democrat Joe Biden’s 
victory, Trump has sought to dis-
credit the integrity of the election 

States cite 
smooth election, 
despite Trump’s 
baseless claims
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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