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LIVING. NOW.
Local woman makes free memory 

bears for those dealing with loss B175 cents

Anytime tens of thousands 
of people together in a confined 
space, there are going to be prob-
lems. Making sure they are minor 
is the job of the Wilson County 
Sherif f ’s Of fice and Lebanon 
Police Department during the nine 
days of the Wilson County Fair.

“Whenever you have a large 
crowd, you run into issues that 

will cause problems between 
people — fights, disorderly con-
duct, thefts,” said WCSO spokes-
man Lt. Scott Moore. “But a lot of 
planning has been put in place to 
create a safe environment.”

The Sheriff’s Office is respon-
sible for patrolling inside the fair, 
while the Police Department han-
dles the parking lots and entranc-
es to the event, which begins Fri-
day and runs through Aug. 24. It 

draws more than 500,000 people 
over its course, with attendance 
on Fridays and Saturdays topping 
100,000 each. Handling that many 
people means lots of manpower 
from local law enforcement.

“There’s no days off, no vaca-
tions, no having babies during the 
fair,” said LPD spokesman Sgt. PJ 
Hardy. “I’ll be there every night.”

Both Moore and Hardy cited 
children being separated from 

family as a common problem.
“We have missing children 

all the time,” Moore said. “We 
spend a lot of time trying to find 
missing children’s parents.”

He encourages parents to 
first, keep their kids close, but to 
also equip them with a note that 
gives the parents’ names and 
contact info.

“When a child gets lost and 
comes to an of ficer, they’re 

already in shock,” he said. “A lot 
of times they can’t remember 
their parents names. Anything 
they can have on their person that 
identifies the parents helps us.”

Hardy suggests parents take a 
“family selfie” before entering the 
fairgrounds, saying that often par-
ents under the stress of a miss-
ing child cannot remember what  
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WCSO, LPD work to ensure safe fair
BY MIKE ALEXIEFF

MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Cedars of Lebanon State 
Forest Natural Area was relieved 
of about 3,000 pounds of trash 
recently when volunteers with 
AmeriCorps teamed up with 
state organizations to clean up 
the area.

The group hauled of f tires, 
mattresses, broken electronics, 
air conditioners and much more 
in its sweep of the forest just out-
side of Lebanon.

“The Tennessee Department 
of Agriculture is grateful for sev-
eral local groups who assist year-
ly in picking up trash at Cedars 
of Lebanon State Forest. Coop-
eration with hunters, military re-
enactment groups, state parks, 
and others help us stem this 
misuse of the forest,” Tennes-
see Department of Agriculture 
public information officer Will 
Freeman said.

The Tennessee Department 
of Environment and Conserva-
tion, Division of Forestry and 
volunteers with Cedars of Leba-
non State Park, helped with the 
clean up effort.

The Cedars of Lebanon com-
plex is made up of 9,424 acres 
that includes state forest area, 
overseen by TDA, and Cedars of 
Lebanon State Park, overseen by 
TDEC.

The state forest area is recog-
nized by the National Park Ser-
vice as one of 13 national natural 
landmarks in Tennessee because 
of its cedar glades, rocky areas 
with shallow soil, that are seen 
few other places in the country. 
Nearly 30 rare plants have been 
found in the area, such as fed-
erally endangered leafy prairie  
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Volunteers 

remove tons 

of trash from 

Cedars forest

BY SINCLAIRE SPARKMAN
SSPARKMAN@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Tires, mattresses, 
broken electronics 

collected

Photos by Sinclaire Sparkman • Lebanon Democrat

Adrian Stubblefield hands Shirley Hickerson a sample of peach cobbler juice from Breeden’s Orchard. Hickerson said she attends the Batch 
and Bushel Farmers Market almost every week.

The Batch and Bushel Farm-
ers Market brings fresh local 
produce to the grounds of the 
James E. Ward Agriculture Cen-
ter each week until October.

Local vendors sell fruit, veg-
etables, meats, eggs, honey, 
flowers and even locally roasted 
coffee among a variety of other 
homemade goods.

“I come here about ever y 
week. I love the vendors that 
come,” said Shirley Hickerson, 
a longtime resident of Lebanon. 
“I’m really impressed with the 
younger kids that are farming 
and raising vegetables and doing 
all these things.”

Batch and Bushel also offers 
Market Money to those who 
come early enough. Market 
Money is a coupon good for $1 
off at participating booths.

“I don’t know why people 
even go to the grocery store in 
the summertime. You can find 
some of the best local produce 
you’ll ever find right here,” said 
Horticulture Extension Agent 
Lucas Holman.

The Batch and Bushel Farm-
ers Market takes place Thurs-
days throughout the growing 
season. It will be set up next 
week on Aug. 15, the day before 
the Wilson County Fair starts, 
but will not open during the fair 
on Aug. 22.

Farmers flourish at Batch 

and Bushel Farmers Market
BY SINCLAIRE SPARKMAN

SSPARKMAN@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Debbie Joines with Indigo Valley Farms organizes her flowers. 
She sells the flowers at Batch and Bushel for $5 a bouquet. 

The Mt. Juliet Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
is exploring ways to revitalize 

the annual Walk, Run and Roll 
event, which has seen dwindling 
turnout in the past couple years.

To reverse the trend, BPAC 
is looking to partner with Cel-

ebrate Mt. Juliet in Charlie 
Daniels Park, an event already 
scheduled for Sept. 14, but the 
concern arose to not compete 
with Sherry’s Run in Lebanon.

Sherr y’s Run is an annual 
benefit for those af fected by 
cancer where runners register 
for $30 to $40, depending on 
whether they want to be eligible 
for awards. Walk, Run and Roll 
is a free, noncompetitive event 
in which participants bike, jog, 

sprint or walk a set route. Walk, 
Run and Roll ends with a give-
away.

Par tnering Walk, Run and 
Roll with Celebrate Mt. Juliet 
is an attempt to make the event  
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Panel looks at holding Walk, Run and Roll same day as Sherry’s Run

BY CEDRIC DENT JR.
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Mt. Juliet committee also considers forming nonprofit
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