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SPORTS
Cumberland University squeaks by 

St. Andrews, remains unbeaten B175 cents

A development plan of 
gargantuan propor tion has 
passed the Mt. Juliet Planning 
Commission, boasting of 3.6 
million square feet on Golden 
Bear Gateway with the possi-
bility of 1,200 new jobs.

Mt. Juliet Planning Com-
mission Chairman Luke Win-
chester said, “It will be not 
only the biggest building in 

Middle Tennessee but it will 
be pressing against possibly 
the biggest building in the 
state of Tennessee.”

Of its 3.6 million square 
feet, 80,000 square feet will 
be office space, making it also 
the biggest office building in 
Wilson County by far.

In vett ing the project 
before approval, the commis-
sion primarily took issue with 
the plan’s use of metal panels 

as opposed to concrete and 
glass. The Mt. Juliety Public 
Works Depar tment recom-
mended rejecting a design 
so dependent on insulated, 
corrugated steel panels due 
to concerns about how they 
would hold up long-term. 
Planning Director Jennifer 
Hamblen addressed devel-
opers’ requested change to 
industrial building design 
standards to accommodate 

these metal panels, which the 
standards currently prohibit.

Referred to as “Project 
Sam,” the development plan 
comes from Panattoni Devel-
opment Co.,  represented 
before the commission Thurs-
day evening by Whitfield 
Hamilton, who explained to 
the commission that the metal 
panels are high-end and nec-
essary for parts of the build-
ing where robotics and heavy 
machinery will operate.
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Mt. Juliet gives initial approval  
to giant warehouse, office project
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A sign marks the closed walking trail 
under the West High Street bridge. 
Work on the bridge is now expected 
to continue until late December.

The bridge and trail area located 
on West High Street over Sinking 
Creek is still under construction.

According to Jeff Baines, Leba-
non’s commissioner of public works, 
the Tennessee Department of Trans-
portation is overseeing the project.

“At first it was supposed to be a 
small repair job, so it was going to 
be done around mid-August,” Baines 
said. “They’re telling us now it was a 
lot more major than they first expect-
ed, so now they’re telling us mid-
December.”

Baines says the city is aware the 
construction could affect recreation, 
but safety is more important.

“It might be impacting recreation 
right now, but the public safety issue 
sort of trumps our walking trails,” 
Baines said. “People can still walk on 
the bridge, that isn’t an issue. It’s the 
deck underneath the bridge, where 
the sidewalk is closed that is a dan-
ger.”

Kathryn Schulte, the community 
relations officer for Region 3 of the 
Tennessee Department of Transpor-
tation says the construction is expect-
ed to finish around Dec. 21.

“The scope of the original project 
included the repair of the existing 
concrete beams by composite fiber 
encasement,” Schulte said. “Once 
work began on the structure, it was 
observed that some of the beams 
were in poor condition. TDOT deter-
mined that some of the beams needed 
to be replaced, rather than repaired.”
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Pedestrian 
bridge  

still under 
construction
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‘Project Sam’ next goes to City Commission

Reaction was mixed to 
Lebanon’s first Parklet Day 
on Saturday, with organizers 
pleased considering it was the 
inaugural event while others 
felt that it wasn’t promoted 
well.

Citizens, merchants, and 
vendors were invited by the 
city of Lebanon planning staff 
to create spaces called “par-
klets” on East Main Street, 
which would help educate the 
city about needs and wants 
in the development of the 
city. Parklets are small areas, 
about the size of a parking 
space, that people can tem-
porarily transform to demon-
strate ideas for urban design 
to attract more foot traf fic 
throughout the city.

About 15 merchants and 
vendors that participated.

Paul Corder,  planning 
director for the city of Leba-
non, felt that there was a 
pretty good turnout, consider-
ing this is the first year of the 
event.

“We had people coming all 
throughout the day, but I do 
not know what the total was,” 
Corder said. “This was the 
first year Lebanon has tried 
this event and we learned a lot 
about how to move forward 
with the event next year.”

Corder said the city also 
learned a lot about citizen’s 
hopes for the city.

“We were also able to study 
the pedestrian and parking 
characteristics on the square 
during special events,” Corder 
said. “Parks are a priority for a 

lot of people in the city, so we 
will continue to focus on ways 
to expand our park options. 
We will also continue to work 
on parking in the downtown 
area.”
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Imagining a different downtown

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
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Inaugural  
Parklet Day draws 
mixed reactions

Georgia Gallagher • Lebanon Democrat

Cheryl Ard, the owner of Cooper and Lee Gallery Off The Square, sits at her mini art studio that she 
set up at Parklet Day.

Wilson County Black History Committee holds fundraiser for Pickett Chapel

Photos by Joshua Hicks • Special to the Democrat

Above left: Organizers and supporters of the Wilson County Black History Committee’s fundraiser for the Pickett Chapel pause for a photograph Saturday night during the commit-
tee’s seventh annual Harvest Wine & Cheese event at Cumberland University’s Baird Chapel. Committee Chair Mary McAdoo Harris said turnout was good. From left are, BJ Taylor, 
Linda Tapley-Barber, Bob O’Brien, Shannon Hodge, Pat O’Brien, Annie Watkins, Karla McAdoo, Phillip Hodge, Mary McAdoo Harris, Harry Harris, Jo Doris Pride, Jesse McLevain, Jo Ann 
Brown and Lebanon Mayor Bernie Ash. Above right: Billie McKiley, left, and Alice and William Hard enjoy the wine and food during the event.
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