
$1

Buchanan wonders 

how the U.S. 

will deal with 

an increasingly 

aggressive China.

Page B1

Classifieds ........................................................B7

Comics ..............................................................B6

Editorial ............................................................B1

Obituaries....................................................... A3

Television ................................................... B2-3

Marsha Lynn Watkins Garrett, 

Mark Erwin Jones, Alberta Carter, 

Marianne Luise McFarland, Paul 

Stephen Scoggin, Amanda 

Catharine Jones

Page A3

OBITUARIES INSIDE VIEWS. NOW.

 n n

CONNECT WITH US

Connect with us socially. 

Get the e-edition at 

lebanondemocrat.com.

C

lebanondemocrat.com.

n n

LEBANON 
DEMOCRAT

SATURDAY-

SUNDAY
June 20-21, 2020
lebanondemocrat.com

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
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Wilson County Schools Board of Edu-
cation member Wayne McNeese has 
been accused by a second woman of sex-

ual harassment, but unlike the first accu-
sation, he denies making any inappropri-
ate comments.

Kelie Ford, who was school board sec-
retary at the time, said in her complaint 
that during a telephone conversation with 
McNeese on April 28, 2016, she asked 
him what his room preference was for an 
upcoming conference. One of her duties 
was to make hotel reservations for board 

members.
“His statement to me was ‘I don’t care 

what bed I have as long as I’m sharing a 
bed with you.’ ”

McNeese said Thursday, “I did not say 
it.”

Ford, who resigned two years ago, 
goes on in her complaint to say she dis-
cussed the conversation with fellow dis-
trict employees, including then-human 

resources director Mary Ann Sparks and 
board attorney Mike Jennings.

Jennings said Friday he would have no 
comment on Ford’s complaint unless he 
was called to testify by the board’s ethic 
committee.

Ford’s complaint, filed Monday, follows 
a complaint by current board secretary 

BY KIMBERLEE KRUESI 
AND JONATHAN MATTISE

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NASHVILLE — Amid 
nationwide unrest and 
a global pandemic that 
wrecked the state bud-
get ,  Tennessee law-
makers wrapped up a 
legislative session early 
Friday by advancing an 
anti-abor tion proposal 
that includes some of the 
strictest restrictions in 
the country.

The passage of the bill 
shocked Democratic law-

makers and reproductive 
rights activists who had 
been assured for weeks 
that the GOP-dominated 
Senate would not take up 
the measure.

Senate leaders had 
promised only to con-
sider coronavir us- or 
budget-related propos-
als. However, just after 
midnight, the chamber 
passed the abortion bill 
backed by Republican 
Gov. Bill Lee as budget 
negotiations stalled.

“People are going to 
wake up tomorrow and 
we will have passed a bill 

Tennessee 

lawmakers advance 

6-week abortion ban

Governor pushed 
for action on bill
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Watertown came togeth-
er two years ago to help 
5-year-old MJ Harris fight 
off a brain tumor, and now 
they’re ready to do it again.

With Harris’ brain sur-
gery set for July 8, the 
community organized a 
yard sale at 215 E. Main 
St. that began Friday and 

will continue until dark 
on Saturday. The end goal 
is to raise $6,000 to send 
the family on a vacation 
to Gatlinburg before the 
procedure.

“He has what’s called a 
JPA tumor,” MJ’s mother 
Lacee Harris said. “It’s a 
rare tumor that occurs in 
children, and his first one 
was removed in 2018. At 
first we thought he had 
a concussion, and it was 
just a whirlwind because 
everything happened so 
fast. This time around 
we’ve had more time to 
prepare.”

Watertown unites to help 
5-year-old beat brain tumor 

Community yard 
sale fundraiser 
ongoing, silent 

auction to follow 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

MJ Harris, left, looks through some of the items Water-
town residents donated to raise money for his brain sur-
gery with his mother Lacee, sister Mollee and brother 
Cason.

Second complaint filed against McNeese
WCS board member 

denies latest accusation

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

M
t. Juliet High School’s 
Class of 2020 celebrated 
its graduation with 

an outdoor commencement at 
the Elzie B. Patton Stadium on 
Thursday, ending a semester of 
struggles on a high note.

The March 3 tornado hit close 
to home for many Golden Bears, 
and since COVID-19 kept them 
from coming back to school the 
ceremony doubled as a class 
reunion. Students were split into 
two groups to maintain social 
distancing and offered a limited 
number of tickets for friends and 
family.

“It’s honestly kind of surreal,” 
graduate Zoe Hayes said. “I 
didn’t expect to get to have a 
graduation ceremony, and so it’s 
like I actually get to walk across 
the stage with some of my best 
friends again I want to make as 

many memories with my close 
friends as possible before we all 
go our separate ways.”

Hayes plans to attend Western 
Kentucky University to study 
psychology and eventually 

become an occupational 
therapist for children. She 
celebrated her graduation 
alongside her friend and 
classmate Joshua Hoover.

“I’m hoping to go to ETSU in 

the fall, and I’m going to study 
elementary education,” he said. 
“I want to work with kids from 
kindergarten to third grade. I’m 
really excited for it, and I think 
it’s going to be a lot of fun.”

Hoover said he was nervous 
about the ceremony at first but 
was excited to reconnect with 
friends after having the semester 
upended. Another student, 
Adeline Bell, said she looks 
forward to having in-person 
instruction again at Lipscomb 
University.

“I wasn’t impacted by the 
tornado, thankfully, and I took 
dual enrollment classes so my 
schedule wasn’t affected much 
either,” she said. “But it was 
definitely an adjustment as far 
as having to stay motivated and 
keep on top of assignments.”

Bell plans to carry that 
motivation onto college by 
double majoring in business 
management and marketing.

“Eventually I want to have my 
own cosmetics line,” she said. 
“I’ve been doing makeup since I 
was in fifth grade, and I love to 
do it for other people and give 
them tips.”

Bell’s parents Karen and 
Peter were among those who 
supported her as she walked the 
stage, and said it was emotional 
to see their daughter earn a 
diploma.

Golden Bear pride one more time
MJHS Class of 

2020 reunites for 
commencement 

ceremony

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

Mt. Juliet High School’s Class of 2020 celebrates its graduation during an outdoor commencement held 
Thursday on Elzie B. Patton Field.
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)

241 West Main Street • Lebanon, TN
615-444-2142 • www.ligonbobo.com

Traditional Funerals • Cremation

Pre-Need Funeral Planning

Obituary Information 615-444-6600

Serving Lebanon and surrounding communities since 1920

http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=16079950-983a-5177-ba28-bcaead46bd1e
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=16079950-983a-5177-ba28-bcaead46bd1e
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=16079950-983a-5177-ba28-bcaead46bd1e
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=16079950-983a-5177-ba28-bcaead46bd1e
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A7&uuid=16079950-983a-5177-ba28-bcaead46bd1e
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A7&uuid=16079950-983a-5177-ba28-bcaead46bd1e
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A7&uuid=16079950-983a-5177-ba28-bcaead46bd1e
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=16079950-983a-5177-ba28-bcaead46bd1e

