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Trump, McConnell 

have a chance to 

set Supreme Court’s 

course for a generation, 

Buchanan writes.  
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Lebanon Police Chief Mike Jus-
tice and Major Koy Laf fer ty will 
continue in their positions after a 
city inquiry determined an official 
complaint against them was largely 
unsubstantiated.

Lt. Scott Massey filed the com-
plaint on Aug. 31, which contains 
severa l  a l legat ions  inc luding 

misuse of proper-
ty seized in dr ug 
enforcement cases, 
a request to destroy 
evidence and domes-
tic assault. Mayor 
Bernie Ash’s of fice 
released its response 
on Thursday and now 
considers the matter 
closed, while Massey 
has not returned a request for com-
ment at press time.

The city’s investigation involved 
taking responses to each allegation 
from Justice and Lafferty, interview-

ing one of the wit-
nesses named in the 
complaint, consulting 
with a TBI investi-
gator who received 
the same complaint 
and looking into the 
disposal of vehicles 
ment ioned in  the 
misuse of proper ty 
allegations. The TBI 

has also not confirmed whether it 
received the same report or con-
ducted its own investigation.

City ends investigation of PD leadership
Mayor finds allegations 

largely unsupported 
MORE ON MASSEY’S COMPLAINT

Readers can take a closer look at Lebanon Police Department 

Lt. Scott Massey’s complaint against department leadership, as 

well as Chief Mike Justice and Major Koy Lafferty’s responses, at 

https://www.lebanondemocrat.com/lebanon/news/complaint-

against-lebanon-pd-leadership-investigated/article_1ac27a16-

a680-51a2-9f42-030ad07fe4fb.html.

The city’s internal inquiry determined that two of those 

allegations are partially true: that Justice housed a personal 

dog in city kennels and failed to properly maintain a city-

owned patrol vehicle.

The Tennessee State Comptroller’s Office has also been 

asked to review the complaint and has not issued a report on 

the matter.

Mike  
Justice

Koy  
Lafferty
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Christmas is here early for Lebanon 
with the Mistletoe Merchants holiday 
market, a three-day event at the Farm 
Bureau Exposition Center that began 
Friday.

Families looking to get a head start 
on their shopping this season can visit 
more than 100 vendors from 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Saturday and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday. Tickets are $10 for one day or 
$18 for a weekend pass.

“The event is a mix of fall fashion, 
children’s items, gourmet food, home 
décor and more,” event promoter Kris-
ti Rowan said. “We’ve got some amaz-
ing home décor vendors from Arkan-
sas and Georgia, and they’re some of 

the best in the business.”
Mistletoe Merchants was original-

ly held at the Nashville Fairgrounds 
and is entering its third year in Leba-
non. Rowan said last year’s event saw 

roughly 5,000 shoppers, and online 
ticket sales are expected to put this 
year’s total closer to 7,500.

Mistletoe Merchants coming to town 
Three-day holiday 

market lands at Farm 
Bureau Expo Center

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

Susan Kelly, left, of LaVergne, picks up some items Friday from Rustic Ranch Décor’s Laura McMullen, right, and Kris Cross 
Jewelry’s Kristi Cross while in town for the Mistletoe Merchants holiday market at the Farm Bureau Expositon Center.

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Shoppers get into the Christmas spirit on Friday for the Mistletoe Merchants 
holiday market’s opening day at the Expo Center.
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Wilson County Extension Of fice Director 
Ruth Correll is set to retire Wednesday, cap-
ping of f a decade of ser vice to hundreds of 
local farmers.

“I’m older than the retirement age, by far, 
so it was just time to retire,” she said. “I really 
don’t know what I’m going to do next, but I’m 
going to find another passion because I want 
to wear out rather than rust out. My thing, 
and not that I can lay my hat on one particular 
thing, was providing customer ser vice. That 
was my entire goal, was to provide and help 
the agricultural community with whatever they 
needed help with.”

Correll looks back on 
10 years leading Wilson 

County Extension
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Wilson County Mayor Randall Hutto said Friday 
deficiencies in oversight of the Wilson County 
Judicial Commisson have been corrected in the 
wake of a Tennessee Comptroller’s Office investi-
gation that found the chief judicial commissioner, 
who retired in August, received thousands of dol-
lars in pay for time that he did not work.

“We hate that this happened,” Hutto said. “We 
have taken care of our side — the time sheets and 
the accountability piece.”

Comptroller’s of fice investigators found that 
Randy Hankins received at least $17,603 in pay by 
falsely reporting 640 hours of time he claimed to 
have worked, according to the investigative report.

Investigation finds 
former official was paid 

for time not worked
Hutto: Deficiencies in judicial 

commission office fixed
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Longtime producers’ advocate 
plans to retire on Sept. 30
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