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Wilson County is aiming to have 
one of the highest 2020 census 
completion rates in the state, and 
officials are making a final push to 
drive up the numbers before the 
count closes on Sept. 30.

The county’s self-response 
rate is high, with 74% of county 
residents having completed the 

form online. That number is sec-
ond only to Williamson County 
in Tennessee and beats out both 
the national self-response rate 
(66%) and state self-response rate 
(65.3%) as of Wednesday.

However, the county has not 
measured the number of res-
idents who completed the cen-
sus through other sources like 
phone calls or mail-ins. Members 
of the Count Me Wilson initiative, 
a county-level census committee, 
estimate that would put the total 
somewhere near 90%, compared 
to the national rate of 93.6% and 
the state’s 94.5%.

“I think it’s important for peo-
ple to know this impacts every-
one in Wilson County,” Wilson 
County Project Administrator 
and Count Me Wilson member 
Susan Shaw said. “It impacts the 
funding we get from the state 
for education, and a study from 
Municipal Technical Advisor y 
Service says it’s about $142 per 
person year. We could also see 
about $1,091 per person per year 
in federal funding for social pro-
grams, based on a George Wash-
ington University study.”

Wilson County pushes for high census completion
Count ends Sept. 30, 

could generate  
$32 million in funding 

WHERE CAN YOU COMPLETE THE 2020 CENSUS?
Wilson County residents have four ways to complete the 2020 

census, which ends on Sept. 30 and will determine state and federal 
funding for several programs. Here’s a look at how you can get involved:

• Internet: The U.S. Census Bureau offers an online questionnaire 
at https://my2020census.gov, and the questions can be previewed at 
https://2020census.gov/en/about-questions.html.

• Phone: Residents can complete the census by calling 844-330-2020. 
Additional phone lines by language are listed at https://2020census.
gov/en/ways-to-respond/responding-by-phone.html

• Mail: Anyone who received a form in the mail from the U.S. 
Census Bureau can complete and mail back the questionnaire in the 
return envelope.

• Census takers: Federally funded census takers are going door-to-
door through Sept. 30 and can help residents complete the form.
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Area students have been back in 
school for a month now, and par-
ents are finding the public library 
more important than ever as they 
navigate the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Lebanon-Wilson County 
Librar y System had closed from 
March through June, and since 
then community members have 
made the most of its services.

“I’ve been coming here for a 
couple of years, and my little one 
just really got old enough to read,” 
Watertown resident Katrina White 
said. “Once they reopened it was 
a lifesaver, because my daughter 
didn’t get to finish out her kinder-
gar ten year after COVID-19 and 
fell behind on her reading. Having 
books she can read at her level 
has helped a lot.”

Wa t e r t o w n  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
Branch Manager Pamela Wiggins 
said the system’s public computers 
and Wi-Fi hotspots are also help-
ing students complete their online 
coursework with Wilson County 
Schools’ hybrid learning model.

“The only restriction we have 
right now is that the time on the 
computers is limited to one our, 
and I am not at full capacity on 
my computers because of social 
distancing,” she said. “Because we 
loan out hotspots, that has been a 
lifesaver for some of the parents 
who don’t have internet at home.”

Hotspots are available for one 
week at a $10 rate, and the library 
system has 14 in total. Its social 
media outreach has also picked up 
over the last few months, primar-
ily through story time sessions to 
keep children engaged.

Local libraries helping families 
through COVID-19 pandemic
Online outreach, WiFi 

hotspots and more are a 
bright spot during crisis

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

Sinead Finocchario, left, and Katrina White pick out books for their children during a trip to the Watertown Public Library 
on Thursday.
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Lebanon Mayor Bernie Ash has entered a two-
week self-quarantine after testing positive for 
COVID-19.

According to a release from the city, Ash was 
tested for the virus during a checkup on Tues-

day and received a positive result 
on Thursday afternoon. He was 
unavailable for comment at press 
time but of fered a statement in 
the release.

“Right now, I don’t feel bad 
and am available via telephone 
and email,” Ash said. “The city is 
in capable hands with our great 
department heads I look forward 
to getting back into the office as 

soon as possible. I encourage residents to con-
tinue to follow all recommended personal safety 
measures including social distancing and mask 
wearing to limit exposure and stay well.”

Ash tests positive 
for COVID-19

Lebanon’s mayor in quarantine 

Bernie Ash
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LOXLEY, Ala. — Forecasters ran out of tradition-
al names for storms Friday, forcing them to begin 
using the Greek alphabet for only the second time 
since the 1950s, with more than two months left in 
the record-shattering hurricane season.

Meanwhile, hundreds of thousands of people 
were still without power along the Alabama 
coast and the Florida panhandle in the after-
math of Hurricane Sally. Officials continued to 
assess millions of dollars in damage that includ-
ed a broken bridge in Pensacola and ships 
thrown onto dry land.

Forecasters run out  
of storm names in 

busy hurricane season
Subtropical Storm Alpha forms in Atlantic
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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