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BY LAURAN NEERGAARD
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Pfizer formally asked U.S. reg-
ulators Friday to allow emergen-
cy use of its COVID-19 vaccine, 
starting the clock on a process 
that could bring limited first 

shots as early as next month and 
eventually an end to the pandem-
ic — but not until after a long, 
hard winter.

The action comes days after 
Pfizer Inc. and its German part-
ner BioNTech announced that 
its vaccine appears 95% ef fec-
tive at preventing mild to severe 
COVID-19 disease in a large, 
ongoing study.

The companies said that 
protection plus a good safe-
ty record means the vaccine 

should qualify for emergency 
use authorization, something 
the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration can grant before the 
final testing is fully complete. 
In addition to the FDA submis-
sion, they have already started 
“rolling” applications in Europe 
and the U.K. and intend to sub-
mit similar information soon.

With the coronavirus surging 
around the U.S. and the world, 
the pressure is on for regula-
tors to make a speedy decision.

“Help is on the way,” Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, the top U.S. 
in fec t ious  d i sease  exper t 
said on the eve of Pfizer’s 
announcement, adding that 
i t ’ s  too  ear ly  to  abandon 
masks and other protective 
measures. “We need to actual-
ly double down on the public 
health measures as we’re wait-
ing for that help to come.”

Friday’s f i l ing sets of f  a 
chain of events as the FDA 
and its independent advisers 

debate if the shots are ready. 
If so, still another government 
group will have to decide how 
the init ial  l imited supplies 
are rationed out to anxiously 
awaiting Americans.

How much vaccine is avail-
able and when is a moving tar-
get, but initial supplies will be 
scarce and rationed. Globally, 
Pfizer has estimated it could 
have 50 million doses available 
by year’s end.

Pfizer seeks emergency use for COVID-19 vaccine
First shots could 

be available  
in December

Christmas cheer lights up Lebanon’s square 
City hosts scaled-down  
tree lighting ceremony 

Photos by Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Above: A variety of seasonal decorations come to life on Leba-
non’s public square in the light of the city’s Christmas tree. Left: 
Lebanon Mayor Bernie Ash lights the city’s Christmas tree on the 
square Thursday in an annual tradition. This year’s student choral 
performance was cancelled and the crowd was lighter than usual 
because of an increasing COVID-19 spread rate in Wilson County. 

BY JONATHAN MATTISE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NASHVILLE — U.S. Sen. Lamar 
Alexander said Friday that Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s administration 
should aid President-elect Joe Biden 
in his transition, saying the Democrat 
has a “very good chance” of becoming 
the next president.

“If there is any chance whatsoever 
that Joe Biden will be the next pres-
ident, and it looks like he has a very 
good chance, the Trump Adminis-
tration should provide the Biden 

team with all transition materials, 
resources, and meetings necessary 
to ensure a smooth transition so that 
both sides are ready on day one,” 
the Republican from Tennessee 
said in a statement. “That especially 
should be true, for example, on vac-
cine distribution.”

Alexander, who is retiring, said 
recounts and resolving disputes after 
a close election are not unprecedent-
ed and should reassure Americans 
that the results are valid.

He also drew upon the example of 
Al Gore, who 37 days after the 2000 
election, “made the best speech of his 
life accepting the result” that George 
W. Bush would become president.

Alexander: Trump should 
aid in Biden transition

Tennesee’s senior 
senator speaks out

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

WEMA has been on the front 
lines of the fight against COVID-
19 since March, and the agency 
received a donation of 50,000 N95 
respirator masks from Moldex-Met-
ric on Thursday as the virus contin-
ues to spread.

The masks are going to be distrib-
uted across the county to help pro-
tect workers in frequent contact with 
the public and were donated in part-
nership with Celanese Corporation.

WEMA receives 50,000 masks from 
Moldex-Metric to fight COVID-19

N95s to be distributed 
among frontline 

workers, first responders 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

WEMA Director Joey Cooper accepts a donation of 
50,000 N95 respirator masks from Moldex-Metric at its 
Lebanon facility on Thursday.
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