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SPORTS
Lebanon girls continue 

winning ways, top Mt. Juliet. B1$1

In less than six months, 
some Wilson County Schools 
students will be deciding what 
they want to do with the rest 
of their lives. They will make 
the decision if college is the 
right choice for them. Some 
will choose to forgo higher  
education for various reasons.

According to Kevin Norman, 
vice president of Seattle based 
technology firm TechSmar t, 
his company offers training for 
a high paid career that he says 
does not necessarily involve 
higher education.

TechSmart, with an office in 
Nashville, creates curricula for 
schools that teaches students how 
to create code for computers.

Norman said the model 
they have created for Wilson 
County Schools, scheduled 
to begin in Januar y, can only 
be found in a few other areas 
across the U.S. In addition to 
this, the company has created 
a training program for Wil-
son County teachers through 
Volunteer State Community  
College in Gallatin.

“This is the first time we have  
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Coding 
curriculum 
could lead 

to high 
paying jobs

BY RIMA AUSTIN
RAUSTIN@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Families can finish up their 
Christmas shopping while 
enjoying live entertainment at 
Lebanon’s Annual Christmas 
on the Square, scheduled for 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The event is meant to show-

case the public square’s busi-
nesses, and local musicians 
will be spreading holiday cheer 
with afternoon performances. 
Attendees may even spot Santa 
Claus himself.

“People can expect to see a 
lot of businesses on the square 
putting their best foot forward 

with all their Christmas spe-
cials,” Lebanon Mayor Bernie 
Ash said. “As a former busi-
ness owner who worked on 
the square for 21 years, I know 
how important it is to have a 
good Christmas season. For a 
lot of small businesses, most 
of their revenue comes during 

that time.”
Vendors  wi l l  be  open 

throughout the day, and Santa 
will be available for photos at 
the Lebanon Wilson Chamber 
of Commerce from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. His friend Sandy Claus is 
hosting story time at 10:30 a.m. 
and 11:30 a.m.

“Imagine That! Art Studio is 
doing some craft projects, and  
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Christmas on the Square 
scheduled for Saturday
BY ETHAN STEINQUEST

ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM 

Event spotlights local business, music

Photos by Rima Austin • Lebanon Democrat

Auctioneer Jay White auctions off cakes and pies at fundraiser for Wilson County Community Help Center held at the Lebanon Senior Citi-
zens Center on Saturday.

A Christmas melody zipped through 
the cafeteria of the Lebanon Senior Citi-
zens Center at 11 a.m. Saturday moments 
before the auctioneer began chanting, 
soliciting bids for the homemade cakes 
and pies donated to the special event.

Wilson County Community Help 
Center held its annual Empty Bowls 
fundraiser for its facility at the center. 
According to WCCHC Executive Director 
Ben Spicer, choosing the senior citizens 
center for their venue was not specific 
other than the help center was not big 
enough to conduct such an event. Board 
members and other residents of the com-
munity milled around the room talking, 
laughing and studying the art donated by 
local artists such as Danielle McDaniel 
and the estate of Leslie Van Hook.

The help center is located at 203 W. 
High Street in Lebanon and offers several 
ways to help families and individuals in 
need. Free clothing, Ensure meal replace-
ment drinks, gas vouchers, emergency 
food and prescriptions are some of the 

programs the center helps with.
“If someone comes to us and they don’t 

want us to help them and they want to 
make it on their own, $20 goes a long way 
in the store,” said Spicer.

According to its website, www.empty-
bowls.com, the Empty Bowls fundraising 
program is a movement created by artists 

and craftspeople around the world to help 
feed the hungry. Creators of a fundraiser 
can share their event on the Empty Bowls 
website.

Spicer said the help center began holding 
Empty Bowls fundraisers nine years ago.  
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Empty Bowls raises money for help center

BY RIMA AUSTIN
RAUSTIN@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Event garners 
more than $6,000

Wilson County Community Help Center Board members Carol Locke and David Kimble dis-
cuss the day’s events in front of items to be auctioned off at the help center’s Empty Bowls 
fundraiser Saturday at the Lebanon Senior Citizens Center.

In recent years, an oil boom 
has pumped up the incomes of 
many rural residents in Texas, 
even as flooding and the trade 
war have dragged down incomes 
in Nebraska farm country. Both 
cases are emblematic of a broad-
er trend: The counties with the 
most dramatic income gains and 
losses since 2016 are mostly 
rural and Republican.

A Stateline analysis of Bureau 
of Economic Analysis data 
shows that while residents of 
booming big cities were most 
likely to have growing incomes 
in the three years between 2016 
and 2018, rural residents had a 
very mixed outcome.

The numbers are yet another 
illustration of the urban-rural 
divide that characterized the 
2016 election. Democratic-dom-
inated metropolitan areas are 
thriving, attracting employers  
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Trump 
country  

sees biggest 
income dips 

— and jumps
BY TIM HENDERSON

STATELINE.ORG

TechSmart, Wilson 
County Schools  
are partnering
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