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The Lebanon Democrat 
asked candidates for the 
Wilson County Schools 
Board of Education to 
tell readers why they are 
running for office and 
how they would address 
the challenges facing 
the district. Here are the 
answers from Zone 5 
and Zone 7 candidates. 
In Zone 5, current board 
chair Larry Tomlinson 
is being challenged by 
Glenn Denton. In Zone 
7, incumbent Chad Karl 
is facing Jamie Diane 
Farough and Phillip 

Murphy. Zones 1 and 3 
candidates are scheduled 
to be in Saturday’s 
newspaper.

The election is Aug. 
6 and early voting is 
underway. For more 
information, go to www.
wilsonelections.com.

GLENN DENTON
Age: 66
Spouse: Patricia 

(deceased); Sherian 
Denton, 44, and Angela 
Denton Messer, 42

Highest level of 

education attained: 
Doctorate

Question 1: What makes 

you the best candidate for 

the position?

I tell the truth, am 
transparent, very 
conservative morally and 
financially and politically. 
Will not be anyones’ yes 
man, and try to stop the 
rogue thinking of the 
central office headed by 
superintendent, stop the 
intimidation by everyone 

School board candidates outline positions
Zone 5

JAMIE FAROUGH
Age: 39
Spouse: Andrew Farough; 

daughters, Lacie, 16, and Lindie,12.
Highest level of education 

attained: Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing.

Question 1: What makes you the best 

candidate for the position?
I feel that I am the best candidate 

for this position for a few reasons 
starting with the fact that this is my 
home. It has been for generations 
and we have no plans to leave. I won’t 
accept anything less than success for 
our schools. I have children currently 
in the school system. I get to see 
things from a parent perspective. 

I personally have felt the same 
struggles many parents have felt. 
We have had bus issues, we have 
dealt with the rezoning, my youngest 
daughter was attending WWMS on 
March 2, 2020 and the post tornado 
plans have impacted our family. My 
husband and I were both essential 
workers while attempting to “crisis 
school” our children. I volunteered for 
the PTO at my daughter’s elementary 
and middle schools and I am a PTSO 
officer at Wilson Central. I have seen 
the needs our schools have. I come 
from a family of educators in various 
districts. The perspective this gives 

Zone 7
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Area developers are look-
ing to build more than 800 
new apartments and town-
homes in Lebanon, with 
the city’s planning commis-
sion set to vote Tuesday.

The highest volume 
would be concentrated in 
Revere Apartments, a 492-
unit development with a 
site plan at 2135 Lebanon 
Road. Other site plans on 
the agenda include Cedar 
Ridge at Woodall (215 units 
on Cottoncloud Drive) and 
South Maple Townhomes 
(101 units on South Maple 
Street).

Preliminary plat approval 
for Oaks Pointe, an 81-lot 
subdivision at Cherry Blos-
som Way, is also coming up 
for a vote and would con-
nect to The Pointe at Five 
Oaks.

That surge in activity 
comes as the city prepares 
a virtual open house for its 
2040 Comprehensive Plan 
on Thursday. The docu-
ment is a land use map 
meant to guide future deci-
sions on infrastructure, 
zoning, housing develop-
ment and more.

“We’re going to try and 
match what an in-person 
open house would be like, 
but it would be virtual and 
people can come to it when-
ever they want to,” Plan-
ning Director Paul Corder 
said. “We’ll send out that 
link when it’s up, but we’re 
kind of at the final stages 
of it.”

Planning Commission 
V ice Chair man Mack 
McCluskey said he wanted 
to see the city focus more 
on mass transit systems 
in its development plan, 
including buses and trains.

“It seems to me that we 
should be leading rather 
than just responding to 
what people comment on,” 
he said. “I’ve made that 
comment before, and I’m 
just one voice in the wilder-
ness.”

Corder said the plan 

does include a section on 
transit-oriented develop-
ment, but that buses in par-
ticular are not considered a 
high priority for the city.

“We concentrate more 
on the train,” he said. “The 
bus is something that we’re 
looking at for in the future 
… we do need to find out 
how people are interacting 
with the city and get input, 
but there is some balance 
to be struck where there 
are some things we know 
and have a bigger context 
than individual experi-
ence.”

The Lebanon City Coun-
cil met later the same day 
and passed a first reading 
vote amending the city’s 
budget to repair Cedar 
Grove Cemeter y, which 
sustained damage in multi-
ple areas during the March 
3 tornado.

According to the ordi-
nance, the city is required 
to follow FEMA’s Environ-
mental Historical Preser-
vation Guidelines to be 
eligible for reimbursement 
for the expenses, totaling 
$105,000.

“I know it’s been a long 
process, and we had a lot of 
Is to dot and Ts to cross,” 
Ward 1 Councilor Joey Car-
mack said. “I’ve gotten sev-
eral complaints about the 
trees being down and I’m 
glad that we’re moving for-
ward to get them fixed.”

The Lebanon City Coun-
cil has also scheduled an 
electronic special called 
meeting at 5:30 p.m. on 
Thursday that includes 
a second reading vote on 
the ordinance, which would 
allow repairs to begin soon-
er if approved.

City eyes 800 
new residences

Lebanon  
to unveil new 
land use plan

APARTMENT 
PLANS

The highest volume 

would be concentrated 

in Revere Apartments, a 

492-unit development 

with a site plan at 2135 

Lebanon Road. Other 

site plans on the agenda 

include Cedar Ridge at 

Woodall (215 units on 
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South Maple Townhomes 

(101 units on South 

Maple Street).
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The Tennessee State Fair has 
called Nashville home for more than 
a century, but next year could see it 
merged into the Wilson County Fair.

Wilson County is among three 
counties currently vying to host 
the event, along with Davidson and 
Maury. All three submitted “Expres-
sions of Interest” to the Tennessee 
State Fair and Exposition Commis-
sion, which recently approved an 
advisory committee to offer a recom-
mendation by Oct. 1.

“We have only filed an expression 
of interest to explore the possibili-
ty at this time,” Wilson County Fair 
President Randall Clemons said, add-
ing that it was submitted in April. 
“Our expression of interest states we 
want to remain the Wilson County 
Fair, but would explore possibilities 
of the State Fair held in conjunction 
with our fair.”

The Wilson County Fair is current-
ly Tennessee’s largest county fair, 
and Clemons said the James E. Ward 
Agricultural Center has the infra-
structure to handle a joint event.

“We would have to have State of 
Tennessee funding to add additional 
facilities in the future as both grow 
together,” he said. “Our 300 member 
board remains committed to show-
case talents of Wilson County first, 
and if we can help … with the state 
fair we will explore this possibility.”

According to the Wilson County 
Fairgrounds’ website, the Ag Cen-

ter measures roughly 260 acres 
and includes buildings with capaci-
ties from 45 to 350, along with four 
stages and multiple green spaces. 
Fairgrounds Nashville is currently 
undergoing a large-scale renovation 
that includes a Major League Soccer 
stadium and a mixed-use develop-
ment, calling its ability to host the fair 
into question.

“The Tennessee State Fair and 
Exposition Commission recogniz-
es the historical significance of the 
current fairgrounds,” Tennessee 
State Fair and Exposition Commis-
sion Chair Charles Hatcher said in 
a statement issued to the Democrat 
through the Department of Agricul-
ture. “As have previous Commis-
sions, we highly regard the heritage 
of the current site, yet we know that 

site is not adequate to accommodate 
existing needs or future growth of 
the state fair.”

Commissioners reviewed all three 
expressions of interest at a meeting 
Friday before approving the advisory 
committee.

“The group will provide a report 
and recommendation by Oct. 1, 2020 
to the commission members,” Hatch-
er said. “Considering a new location 
is another step in a long process to 
explore options for ensuring the best 
chance of success and a bright future 
for a state fair that serves all Tennes-
seans.”

Both the Wilson County Fair and 
the Tennessee State Fair have been 
canceled this year amid concerns 

State fair explores move to Wilson County 
Wilson County Fair 
would remain active

Photos courtesy Wilson County Fair

More than 578,000 people attended the Wilson County Fair last August, making it by far the largest such event in 
Tennessee.

Tractor pulls are among the attractions offered by the Wilson County Fair.
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