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BY MIGUEL DETILLIER
FOR THE MT. JULIET NEWS

Mt. Juliet celebrated Youth Sports Appreciation 
Day with hundreds of attendees at Charlie Daniels 
Park on Saturday.

As part of the event, the Wilson United Soccer 
Club, Mt. Juliet Youth Football & Cheering Associa-
tion, and Mt. Juliet Little League Inc., each received 

a donation of $100,000, presented by the Mt. Juliet 
Board of Commissioners.

Bob Zenker, president of Wilson United, said the 
club will use the money for improvements to their 
practice fields on Lorenzo Drive. They plan to add 
restrooms, enlarge parking and add two fields to 
their complex near Mt. Juliet High School.

Accepting for their organizations were Robin 
Speight, administrator for Mt. Juliet Little League 

BY ALEXANDRA OLSON 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Employers are 
losing patience with unvaccinat-
ed workers.

For months, most employers 
relied on information campaigns, 
bonuses and other incentives to 
encourage their workforces to 
get the COVID-19 shot. Now, a 
growing number are imposing 
rules to make it more onerous 
for employees to refuse, from 
outright mandates to requiring 
the unvaccinated to undergo reg-
ular testing.

Among employers getting 
tougher are the federal govern-
ment, the state governments of 
California and New York, tech 
giants Google and Facebook, 
the Walt Disney Co. and the 
NFL. Some hospitals, universi-
ties, restaurants, bars and other 
enter tainment venues have 
also started requiring vaccines. 
In Tennessee, Vanderbilt Uni-
versity Medical Center, which 
includes Vanderbilt Wilson 
County Hospital, and St. Jude’s 
Children’s Hospital are among 
the major employers requiring 
employees get vaccinated.

But the new measures are 
unlikely to af fect many of the 
millions of unvaccinated Amer-
icans.

Many of the companies that 
are requiring shots have mostly 
office workers who are already 
largely vaccinated and are reluc-
tant to work alongside those 
who aren’t.

In contrast, major companies 
that rely on low-income blue-col-
lar workers — food manufactur-
ers, warehouses, supermarkets 

BY KEVIN FREKING                                   
AND LISA MASCARO

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Senate 
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer 

sought to speed up consideration 
of a nearly $1 trillion bipartisan 
infrastructure package Monday, 
promising that Democrats would 
work with Republicans to put 

together amendments. GOP sen-
ators cautioned that they needed 
time to digest the massive bill.

Formally the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act, the 
proposal clocked in at some 
2,700 pages late Sunday after 
a hurry-up-and-wait rare week-

end session. The final product 
was not intended to stray from 
the broad outline a bipartisan 
group of senators had negoti-
ated for weeks with the White 
House. Schumer has said a 
final vote could be held “in a 
matter of days.”

“Let’s start voting on amend-
ments,” Schumer said as the 
Senate opened for business on 
Monday. “The longer it takes 
to finish the bill, the longer we 
will be here.”

BY CHANDLER INIONS
CINIONS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The first day back at school 
can bring a whirlwind of emo-
tion between all the anticipa-
tion of seeing friends, dusting 
off thinking caps, and the occa-
sional jitters that come from 
starting a new year.

Each was palpable in the air 
at Castle Heights Elementa-
ry and Walter J. Baird Middle 

School on Monday, where one-
third of the students returned 
for a transition day to reaccli-
mate into the normal school 
setting.

Parents were also invited to 
attend and accompany their 
children through the halls of 
all the Lebanon Special School 
District schools.

As the students entered the 
campus, parents and guard-

ians, like Raquel Nall, snapped 
photos of their bright-eyed 
pupils, donning backpacks and 
big smiles, happy to be back 
among their friends after such 
an unusual previous school 
year. Nall was dropping off her 
kids Rhyan Nall and Eli Taylor.

Lorie Whitefield, an edu-
cational assistant at Castle 
Heights Elementar y, com-
mended the students at her 

campus for their resilience last 
year in the face of such uncer-
tainty.

“They did awesome and 
rolled with the punches,” she 
said.

Parent Jeremy Hirt walked 
his  daughter  Nora Long 
through the doors of Cas-
tle Heights for a truly unique 

LSSD welcomes back 
students in segments

One-third each day until full capacity resumes Thursday

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Students in Sara Ann Davis’ fourth-grade classroom at Castle Heights Elementary talk before the opening bell Monday.

Mt. Juliet hosts youth sports day
Three leagues each given $100,000

Employers 
across U.S. 

ratchet up the 
pressure on 

unvaccinated
Companies that 

employ low-income 
workers more hesitant

U.S. Senate debate opens on $1T infrastructure legislation
Schumer wants vote on bill this week

Britt Linville, left, accepts a ceremonial check for $100,000 for the Mt. Juliet Youth Football & Cheerleading 
Association on Saturday from Mt. Juliet city officials. Pictured, from left, are Mayor James Maness, Vice  

Mayor Ray Justice, District 4 Commissioner Jennifer Milele and District 3 Commissioner Scott Hefner.

Miguel Detillier/Mt. Juliet News
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