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In a year when many sectors of 
the economy took hits thanks to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the real 
estate market in Wilson County 
boomed. Compared with 2019, the 
number of houses sold, the num-
ber of condos sold and the aver-
age home price all soared.

“It was my best year ever,” 

said Carol Thayer of Thayer Real 
Estate Group, president of the 
Eastern Middle Tennessee Asso-
ciation of Realtors.

According to figures from the 
association, 3,426 house sales 
were closed on in 2020, up 3,002 
in 2019. That’s a 14% increase. 
The average sale price rose from 
$351,000 in 2019 to $376,000 last 
year — a 7% increase. Condo sales 

also rose, from 139 in 2019 to 253 
in 2020.

“I did twice the business that 
I did in 2019,” said Gail King, 
co-owner of Cumberland Real 
Estate. “You couldn’t tell anything 
different except I did most of my 
work from home.”

Thayer, King and others attri-
bute the booming market to sever-
al factors, some related to COVID-

19 and some not. First, Tennes-
see and especially the Nashville 
area continues to be fast growing 
because of a business-friendly 
tax climate that is attracting new 
companies. Second, interest rates 
on mortgages are historically low. 
Third, COVID-19 is driving some 
people from cities into the sub-
urbs and even the countryside.

Wilson County Mayor Randall 
Hutto notes that U-Haul recently 
announced that Tennessee was 
the number one destination for 

one-way trailer and truck rentals.
“People move to Wilson County 

specifically because I think one is 
our proximity to Nashville,” Hutto 
said. “Then there’s education, low 
taxes, maybe quality of life, and 
public safety.”

Wilson County Schools and the 
Lebanon Special School District 
are both among the most high-
ly rated systems in the state, and 
Wilson County has profession-
al first responders countywide 

Local real estate market booms in 2020
Demand for housing, land outstripping supply

BY AARON MORRISON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

During one of the most politically divi-
sive years in recent memory, the number 
of active hate groups in the U.S. actually 
declined as far-right extremists migrated 
further to online networks, a move that has 
made adherents of white nationalist and 
neo-Nazi ideologies more difficult to track.

In its annual report, released Monday, 
the Southern Poverty Law Center said it 
identified 838 active hate groups operating 
across the U.S. in 2020. That’s a decrease 
from the 940 documented in 2019 and the 
record-high of 1,020 in 2018, said the law 
center, which tracks racism, xenophobia 
and anti-government militias.

“It is important to understand that the 
number of hate groups is merely one metric 

for measuring the level of hate and racism 
in America, and that the decline in groups 
should not be interpreted as a reduction in 
bigoted beliefs and actions motivated by 
hate,” said the report, first shared exclusive-
ly with The Associated Press.

The Montgomery, Alabama-based law 
center said many hate groups have moved 
to social media platforms and use of 
encrypted apps, while others have been 
banned altogether from mainstream social 
media networks.

Still, the law center said, online platforms 
allow individuals to interact with hate and 
anti-government groups without becoming 
members, maintain connections with like-
minded people, and take part in real-world 
actions, such as last month’s siege on the 
U.S. Capitol.

White nationalist organizations, a sub-
set of the hate groups listed in the report, 
declined last year from 155 to 128. Those 
groups had seen huge growth the previous 
two years after being energized by Don-
ald Trump’s campaign and presidency, the 
report said.

The number of anti-immigrant, anti-Mus-
lim and anti-LGBTQ hate groups remained 
largely stable, while their in-person orga-
nizing was hampered by the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Bottom line, the levels of hate and bigotry 
in America have not diminished, said SPLC 
President and CEO Margaret Huang.

“What’s important is that we start to reck-
on with all the reasons why those groups 
have persisted for so long and been able 
to get so much influence in the last White 
House, that they actually feel emboldened,” 
Huang told the AP.

BY MICHAEL KUNZELMAN            
AND MICHELLE SMITH         

ASSOCIATED PRESS

PROVIDENCE, R.I. — The 
deadliest month yet of the coro-
navirus outbreak in the U.S. 
drew to a close with certain signs 
of progress: COVID-19 cases and 
hospitalizations are plummeting, 
while vaccinations are picking up 
speed.

The question is whether the 
nation can stay ahead of the 
fast-spreading mutations of the 
virus.

The U.S. death toll has climbed 
past 440,000, with over 95,000 
lives lost in Januar y alone. 
Deaths are running at about 
3,150 per day on average, down 
slightly by about 200 from their 
peak in mid-January.

But as the calendar turned to 
February on Monday, the num-
ber of Americans in the hospi-
tal with COVID-19 fell below 
100,000 for the first time in two 
months. New cases of infection 
are averaging about 148,000 day, 
falling from almost a quarter-mil-
lion in mid-January. And cases 
are trending downward in all 50 
states.

“While the recent decline in 
cases and hospital admissions 
are encouraging, they are coun-
terbalanced by the stark reali-
ty that in January we recorded 
the highest number of COVID-
19 deaths in any month since 
the pandemic began,” said Dr. 
Rochelle Walensky, director of 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.

Deaths do not move in per-
fect lockstep up or down with 
the infection curve. They are a 
lagging indicator, because it can 
take a few weeks for people to 
get sick and die from COVID-19.

Dr. Philip Landrigan, an epide-
miologist at Boston College, said 
vaccines are a factor in the sharp 
drop in cases but are not the pri-
mary cause. Instead, he said, the 
crisis has become increasingly 
“depoliticized” in recent weeks as 
more people come to grips with 
the threat and how they can help 
slow the spread of the virus.

“I don’t think you can underes-
timate the importance of this cul-
ture change. I think it’s critically 
important,” he said.

BY MARCY GORDON 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The 
drama surrounding the trading 
in shares of GameStop, AMC 
Entertainment, Blackberry and 
other beaten-down companies 
has suddenly thrust Wall Street 
near the top of a crowded list of 
issues that President Joe Biden’s 
regulatory team needs to tackle 
early in its term.

A number of wealthy insti-
tutions on Wall Street bet the 
stocks of these companies would 
fall, only to be thwarted by small 
investors who banded togeth-
er on social media and sent the 
prices higher. Many of the small 
investors trade on online plat-
forms such as Robinhood, which 
suddenly restricted the buying 
of shares of GameStop and other 
companies, sparking outrage 

from the social media crowd and 
politicians alike.

Biden’s financial regulators 
— especially the Securities and 
Exchange Commission — will 
likely have to address questions 
about a number of Wall Street 
practices, such as short-selling 
and whether the business model 
of online trading platforms is as 
investor-friendly as the compa-
nies say it is. The airing of com-
plex issues will come in addition 
to anticipated efforts by regu-

lators at the SEC, the Consum-
er Financial Protection Bureau 
and other agencies to overturn 
Trump-era rules deemed more 
favorable to the financial indus-
try than to consumers or retail 
investors.

Biden is naming as the new 
SEC chairman Gary Gensler, 
who set a record as a tough reg-
ulator heading the Commodity 
Futures Trading Commission 

GameStop saga makes Wall Street an issue
Financial regulators have questions to address
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Hate groups migrate to online networks
Move makes tracking more difficult
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A member of the Proud Boys, right, stands in front of a counter protester as members of the Proud Boys and other right-wing demonstra-
tors rally in September in Portland, Oregon.
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