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BY SETH BORENSTEIN
AP SCIENCE WRITER

Earth is getting so hot that tem-
peratures in about a decade will prob-
ably blow past a level of warming that 
world leaders have sought to pre-
vent, according to a report released 
Monday that the United Nations 
called a “code red for humanity.”

“It’s just guaranteed that it’s going 
to get worse,” said report co-author 
Linda Mearns, a senior climate sci-
entist at the U.S. National Center for 
Atmospheric Research. “Nowhere to 
run, nowhere to hide.”

But scientists also eased back a 
bit on the likelihood of the absolute 
worst climate catastrophes.
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BY SAM STOCKARD
TENNESSEE LOOKOUT

Lawmakers are probing billions 
of dollars in no-bid state contracts 
and spending since the COVID-19 
pandemic hit Tennessee, trying 
to rein in sole-source agreements 
that stuck the state with a raw 
deal.

Sen. Todd Gardenhire, chair-
man of the Fiscal Review Com-
mittee, estimates the Department 
of Education alone entered more 
than 760 contracts totaling $1 bil-
lion from March 2020 through 
May 2021, based on information 
provided by Fiscal Review staff.

More $9 million of that went 

to New York-based TNTP for 
reading programs, a compa-
ny that employs the husband of 
Education Commissioner Penny 
Schwinn. She sought approval 
through the state Central Pro-
curement Office in advance and 
promised to distance herself from 
the deal. But some lawmakers still 
called it a conflict of interest.

Using funds from the feder-
al CARES Act, the governor’s 

Unified Command Group also 
entered contracts or spending 
agreements totaling $742 mil-
lion on everything from $25 mil-
lion with Jones Lang LaSalle for 
enhanced janitorial services to 
$25.8 million with Horne LLP to 
handle disbursement of CARES 
Act funds.

Another $160 million contract 
was inked with Cross Country 
Staffing for COVID alternate care 

sites, though the state spent only 
$4.1 million on that agreement.

Gov. Bill Lee’s executive order 
enacting the state of emergency 
allowed departments and agen-
cies to enter contracts without 
taking bids or going through nor-
mal procedures in an effort to 
expedite work and speed the sup-
ply line as Tennesseans sought 

Questionable contracts could spur change in emergency powers
More than $1 billion spent without bids

BY LOLITA C. BALDOR
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon 
will require members of the U.S. mil-
itary to get the COVID-19 vaccine 
by Sept. 15, according to a memo 
obtained by The Associated Press. 
That deadline could be pushed up if 
the vaccine receives final FDA approv-
al or infection rates continue to rise.

“I will seek the president’s approval 
to make the vaccines mandatory no 
later than mid-September, or imme-
diately upon” licensure by the Food 
and Drug Administration “whichever 
comes first,” Defense Secretary Lloyd 
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BY CHANDLER INIONS
CINIONS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

N
ow counting down 
in hours instead of 
days, the Wilson 

County Fair — Tennessee 
State Fair is soon to be 
here, and the workers, 
vendors and volunteers 
at the fairgrounds remain 
hard at work putting all the 
finishing touches on the 
10-day event.

Helen McPeak is the 
executive director for 
Wilson County Promotions, 
the nonprofit group that 
organizes and hosts the fair.

McPeak said that the fair 
uses different agricultural 
commodities each year to 
promote the event and that 
this year is “The Year of 
Beef,” with an overarching 
theme of Honoring 
Hometown Heroes.

“What better way to 
promote the fair and what’s 
more American than both of 
those?” McPeak asked.

Apple pie? Well there will 
be an apple pie contest this 
year, too. While the apple pie 
contest has long been a staple 
at the Tennessee State Fair, 
this will be the first time the 
Wilson County Fair will be 
hosting the competition.

There will also be nightly 
appearances by the Cowboy 
Ninja Warrior, Lance Pekus, 
who will be performing 

his array of stunts daily 
to promote the beef cattle 
industry. “Beef It’s Whats for 
Dinner Ninja Course,” will be 
showcased every day of the 
fair.

For anyone interested, 
Pekus has advanced to the 
later stages of American 
Ninja Warrior, the popular 
show on NBC, so after 
meeting him, festival goers 
can cheer him on from their 
sofas at home.
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McPeak and Randall 
Clemons, president of 
the Wilson County Fair, 
said that it was an honor 
to collaborate with the 
Tennessee State Fair, adding 
that to have them recognize 
the prominence of the Wilson 
County Fair in negotiations 
shows just how impactful the 
county’s fair has been.

Clemons said that he is 
expecting a full turnout, 
matching totals from years 
past. In 2020, the pandemic 
forced the fair to shutter its 
doors, so the excitement 
around its return is being 
felt not just in the main 
office but among the 
volunteers and workers who, 
as McPeak said, “make all 
this possible.”

FINISHING TOUCHES

Combined county, state fair just two days away

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Volunteer Mike George, left, and Tyler Wilson of the groundskeeper staff at the fairgrounds hang a Wilson County Fair — Tennessee 
State Fair banner under the Goodall Homes Stage on Monday.

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Members of the Vietnam Veterans of America Lebanon Chapter 1004 assemble an area for their 
chefs to cook hamburgers and the like for sale during the festivities. The VVA is just one of many 
local organizations who will be represented among vendors at the fair.
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