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Four former teachers of the Ward 
School were honored at the well-attend-
ed Black and Gold Banquet, which took 
place at the old Ward School building in 
Hartsville on Saturday night.

The event was hosted by the Ward 
Scholarship Committee as a fundraiser 
to help preserve the old school building.

“The last four teachers that taught in 
our school — our historic, black school 
— (were) honored at the Black and Gold 
Banquet” said Ward Scholarship Com-

mittee Chair and former Ward School 
student Betty Locke. “These are the last 
four teachers of the Ward School that 
are still living.”

Guests at the banquet helped to honor 
Dorothy Valentine Black, Bobby Joe 
Lewis, J.T. Simpson and Ed Lee Martin 
for their time and service to the school.

Black, a second-grade teacher, began 
her teaching career at the Ward School 
— her alma mater — after earning her 
teaching degree from Tennessee State 
University (TSU).

“One of my former teachers said that 

they needed a second-grade teacher 
(at the Ward School) and asked me if I 
would be interested in it,” said Black. “I 
said, ‘Well, I don’t know.’ At that time, I 

Ward School honors teachers

Dorothy Valentine Black (left) and Bobby 
Joe Lewis, along with two other former 

teachers, were honored for their service to 
the Ward School at the Black and Gold 

Banquet on Saturday night.
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S
ome area residents 
were unable to attend 
the seventh annual 

community Thanksgiving 
celebration last Saturday.

So, firefighters from the 
Trousdale County Volunteer 
Fire Department took some 
of the celebration to them.

Those area firefighters 
were on the go, delivering 
meals to some grateful area 
residents.

For six years, the first 
responders have gone above 
and beyond their call of duty 
to help the Hartsville-Trous-
dale County Chamber of 
Commerce deliver meals to 
elderly and shut-in residents 
of the county.

“They are good people,” 
said Hartsville resident 
Annie Russell. “They are 
wonderful.”

Hartsville resident Kathy 
Gammon added, “We are so 
grateful and thankful to them 
for delivering the meals.”

Although the community 
Thanksgiving celebration is 
an annual event, during the 
COVID-19 pandemic of 2020, 
the dinner was cancelled.

However, it was during 
that time that the Harts-
ville-Trousdale County 
Chamber of Commerce 
decided to thank the first 
responders for their service 
to the community with a pri-
vate Thanksgiving meal.

Transporting Thanksgiving
First responders 
deliver meals to 
area residents
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Trousdale County Assistant Fire Chief Danny Sullins (at left) and Trousdale County firefighter 
Timmy Moore delivered hot Thanksgiving meals to the home of Annie Russell on Saturday. Each 
year, the first responders go above and beyond the call of duty to deliver meals to the elderly and 
shut-ins in Trousdale County as part of the community Thanksgiving celebration.
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The Trousdale County Planning Com-
mission held a discussion forum at its 
monthly meeting on Monday night at the 
Trousdale County Community Center. As 
a result of the forum, the county may soon 
have more stringent building ordinances 
governing new commercial builds.

Discussions regarding stricter build-
ing regulations began after the recent 
opening of the new Dollar General 
(DG) Market, which faces McMurry 
Boulevard in Hartsville.

“We’ve been discussing for a couple 
of months about how we want our com-
mercial buildings inside the county to 
look moving forward,” said Trousdale 
County Planning Commission Chair-
man John Kerr. “This came about when 
the Dollar General (Market was built). 
This is nothing negative towards Dollar 
General. They came and they followed 
what rules we had. I thought (the new 
store) was going to be like the Dollar 
Generals I’d seen in Castalian Springs 
or Lebanon, but you get bit when you 
assume something. So, we’ve been 
discussing some possible changes we 

Stricter 
regulations 
may impact 
commercial 

builds
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A discussion forum was held at the Trous-
dale County Planning Commission meet-
ing on Monday night regarding stricter 
regulations on new commercial construc-
tion in Trousdale County. The discussion 
was prompted after the new DG Market 
opened in Hartsville, as the construction 
materials that were used raised a few 
eyebrows of various planning commis-
sion members.
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The federal and state midterm elec-
tions that were held on Nov. 8 produced 
a consistent showing from Trousdale 
County voters, with a 35% voter turnout.

Although the turnout was higher for 
the local elections in August, the coun-
ty’s numbers closely paralleled other 
areas of Tennessee.

“I’m doing an audit right now, and 
we had a 35% voter turnout, which was 
certainly comparable to the rest of the 
state,” said Trousdale County Admin-
istrator of Elections Steve Paxton. “We 
didn’t have any local races, so we had 

a somewhat higher turnout in August.”
However, when comparing the num-

bers for early voting to those of Elec-
tion Day, Paxton had an unexpected 
surprise from Trousdale County voters 
as he audited the results of the Nov. 8 
race.

“One thing that was unique about 
this election, as compared to the last 
two or three November elections, is 
that we pretty much had a 50/50 split 
for those who voted early and those 
who voted on Election Day,” said Pax-
ton. “In the past couple of elections, 
we leaned more heavily towards early 
voting.

“In the past, it has been more like 
a 60/40 split, where 60% were voting 
early and only 40% would show up on 
Election Day. But this time, if you look 
at the voting, we had 1,009 early voters, 
and on election day, there were over 
1,100 voters. So, there were actually a 
few more people that voted on Election 
Day than they did early. That was not 
something that we predicted based on 
previous elections. I’m not sure why it 
happened that way. That was just kind 
of unique as compared to four years ago 
and even eight years ago.”

Trousdale voters provide election surprise
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