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Win or lose,  

Biden’s audacity 

will change 

American politics, 

Henry Olsen writes.
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Concerns about an overabun-
dance of liquor stores in Leba-
non permeated discourse at a 
Lebanon City Council work ses-
sion Thursday at City Hall.

Ward 3 Councilor Camille 

Burdine said she’d heard from 
many of her constituents who 
expressed concern that the num-
ber of liquor stores in Lebanon 
was getting out of hand.

“Our citizens care about how 
many liquor stores we have 
now,” Burdine said. “If improv-

ing the quality of life in Leba-
non is our ultimate goal, then 
we need to establish some stan-
dards.”

By  Ci ty  At tor ney  Andy 
Wright’s count, there are cur-
rently 17 liquor stores in the city. 
Mt. Juliet has three. Mt. Juliet’s 

low number is because the city 
limits the number of liquor 
stores based on population. It 
permits one for every 10,000 res-
idents. No such provision exists 
in Lebanon.

Thanks to the work session, 
there may be a resolution to 
enact such limitations on further 
liquor store applications at next 
Tuesday’s City Council meeting.

Burdine wasn’t the only coun-
cilor concerned about all the 
package stores. Ward 6 Coun-
cilor Jeni Lind Brinkman also 
issued a statement suggesting 
enough is enough.

“If we have enough to meet 
demand, why add more,” she 
said.

Lebanon looks to limit liquor stores
City has 17, compared with three in Mt. Juliet

BY MIGUEL DETILLIER
FOR THE MT. JULIET NEWS

The Mt. Juliet Planning Com-
mission passed the site plan for 
Andrews Cadillac Mt. Juliet on 
the Board of Commissioners 
with a positive recommendation 
during its meeting Thursday.

The commission’s recommen-
dation comes three weeks after 
Andrews Transportation Group 
introduced its plans to break 
ground for a new dealership. It 
will be located on five acres at 
535 Pleasant Grove Road in the 
Paddocks. The 20,000-square-
foot building is planned to open 
in the fall of 2022 with over 35 
employees. The company also 
owns Andrews Cadillac in Brent-
wood.

Planning Director Jennifer 
Hamblen said that Civil Site 
Design Group, a civil engineer-
ing company and Andrews Cadil-
lac Mt. Juliet’s developer, has 
worked closely with city staff to 
come up with a plan that meets 
the city’s design standards.

Both city staf f and CSDG 
made a compromise on includ-
ing metal façade panels to the 
new dealership’s design to meet 
commercial design standards. 
The two parties also compro-
mised on omitting a portion of 
required buffer along adjacent 
RS-40 zoned property.

CSDG also recommended that 
the city add a left-turn lane onto 
a private-shared access drive 
between the Rockie Williams 
Dodge dealership and Andrews 
Cadillac Mt. Juliet. However, the 
commission denied the request 
due to Pleasant Grove Road’s 
minimal traffic.
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NASHVILLE — Days after 
she was fired under pressure 
from Republican legislators, 
Tennessee’s  for mer vacci -
nations director has issued a 
point-by-point rebuttal to a let-
ter recommending her remov-
al and to other claims by state 

officials about the program she 
ran that of fers shots for chil-
dren.

The July 9 letter from the 
state’s chief medical of ficer 
said Michelle Fiscus should 
be removed due to complaints 
about her leadership approach 
and her handling of a letter 
explaining vaccination rights of 
minors for COVID-19 shots, an 

effort that had GOP lawmakers 
fuming.

Fiscus has accused Health 
Commissioner Lisa Piercey of 
terminating her “to appease a 
handful of outraged and unin-
formed legislators.”

In  her  r ebut ta l ,  F i scus 
described Chief Medical Of fi-
cer Tim Jones as a “trusted 
friend and colleague,” who had 

warned her in late June that her 
employment was threatened. 
She said Jones and her super-
visor, state epidemiologist John 
Dunn, voiced continued sup-
port for her despite the political 
pressure.

One complaint in the letter 
says Fiscus requested Health 
Department money for a new 
nonprofit she had founded, a 

“substantial conflict of interest.”
Fiscus counters that her job 

plan included creating an Immu-
nize Tennessee coalition, which 
Jones praised in a document 
Fiscus provided, saying “Shel-
ley has taken the initiative to 
start a statewide coalition which 
has been very successful.”

Plans for 
new car 

dealership 
progress

Mt. Juliet panel sends 
Andrews Cadillac  
to commissioners
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F
or the first time 
since the pandemic, 
the Lebanon Senior 

Center was able to resume 
a monthly tradition — 
the collective birthday 
celebration with all the 
fixings and music to boot.

Prior to the lockdowns 
and restrictions of social 
gatherings, the senior center 
would recognize members 
each month who were having 

a birthday by throwing a 
party at its campus on Coles 
Ferry Pike. Lebanon Senior 
Center Executive Director 
Patti Watts said Wednesday 
event drew “the largest 
crowd since we reopened on 
April 1.”

Watts said members were 
ecstatic to be celebrating 
again and that membership 
numbers were returning to 
normal.

Celebrating like old times

Lebanon Senior Center 
holds first birthday shindig 

since virus pandemic

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Members of the Lebanon Senior Center dance at the July birthday celebration event hosted at the center on Thursday. This was the first 
time since the pandemic that the monthly birthday party was able to be held.

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

DJs Cheryl Bean and Joe Carter provide the musical selections for the 
dance party Thursday at the senior center.

Fired vaccine leader rebuts officials’ claims point-by-point
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